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Go Where’ Love Takes You 


— The 2021 Subaru Outback. The 2021 Outback is built to take you anywhere. It features the confidence of 
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Financial Guidance From Someone Who Gets You 


At Allied Financial Group, we believe you deserve the opportunity to work with 


someone who understands your concerns and lived experiences. As an LGBTQ+ ETHISPHERE* 
affirming group, we are focused on your specific goals, concerns and expectations. WORLD'S MOST 

We look forward to being your allied professionals, providing personalized financial 

guidance at all points on your journey to financial clarity. СОМРАМЕЗ' 

We can help you: ——— = 

e Understand your current situation and map out your future priorities. Thrivent was named one of 
e Set actionable goals based upon your needs, wants and wishes. the "World's Most Ethical 

* Move forward with confidence to get you where you want to go. Companies" by the Ethisphere 


We know you have unique financial priorities—that’s why we provide different аш. 


options for working together. 


Let's connect to get you where you want to go on your financial journey. 


Allied Finanical Group 
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ө What year was the first 
Pride Parade in the United States? 


e Marsha P. Johnson & Sylvia Rivera 
founded what organization in 1970? 


ө Who founded the Mattachine 
Society in 1950? 


Á 


TS " i. 

” — ке w " 

У d 

q | L. “ 


Join us June 18th for a Pride 
Trivia Night to support PFund! 


For the answers and to register for 
Elevate Pride Trivia Night: p f U | D 


www.pfundfoundation.org FOUNDATION 


PRIDE 


2021 


FROM THE EDITOR 
e Dy Ryan Patchin ° 


2021 PRIDE EDITION - BACK TO PRIDE 


Not long ago I was researching the early 
days of Twin Cities or Minneapolis Pride, and 
I came across some articles written by Laven- 
der’s own Steve Lenius. In one piece, Steve de- 
scribed the initial Pride celebration as a picnic. 
Humble beginnings for what would grow into 
one the largest, annual celebrations of iden- 
tity—on the planet. 

For those who were around for year one, 
Im guessing 2020 looked familiar, attracting 
a similarly sized crowd. This time wearing 
masks, weary to gather for different reasons— 
if they gathered at all. With no official (at least, 
typical) Pride events held, people were left to 
hold it up on their own. 

And they did. 

Things moved to a virtual setting; some 
people gathered in small groups. Others took 


part in Lavender’s Pride @ Home party kits— 
and we shared the memories on our website 
and in the pages of Lavender. People found that 
much needed familiarity. 

This year, we're treated to a “hybrid” 
Pride; a step in the right direction. The Pride 
Grand Marshal MASKqueerade Party is set 
for Thursday, June 17, from 7-9:00 p.m. at the 
Granada Theater. You can also livestream the 
event. 

“Join us for a new Grand Marshal event 
loaded with entertainment and fun and bling 
your mask up for our MASKqueerade Party— 
featuring Musician Jamecia Bennett, Comedi- 
an Maggie Faris, Drag Show by Nina d’Angelo 
and DJ Keezy spinning the music,” according 
to tcpride.org. 

Pride Family Fun Day and the Rainbow Run 


5k are also posted on the Twin Cities Pride 
website. Other events are still up in the air. 
Other, smaller events are being held indepen- 
dently. Some are outright canceled. 

People lost a lot in 2020, and this summer 
might be the start to getting some of those 
things we lost back. We’re looking at less than 
a month left under heavy COVID restrictions, 
with mandates set to expire in the near future. 
Some losses, of course, won't be healed by 
lifted mandates. 

As we step into another summer, we start 
adjusting again. This time the new normal is 
the old normal, so that should prove helpful. 
In no time well be reflecting on that time we 
murdered the flu for a year. 

Maybe don't burn those masks just yet. ll 


Call me when you 
need legal help. 


OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Practice areas: Real Estate, Contracts, 
Litigation, Estate Planning, 
Probate and more.... 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE 
e By E.B. Boatner ° 


BOTH HANDS ON THE PLOW 


You never know, when you’re down, what 
power may lie in a friend’s casual words. While 
exchanging semi-annual greetings with an old 
classmate, I bemoaned my upcoming move 
and its complexities. “I’m overwhelmed!” I 
whinged. 

My friend refrained from pointing out that 
many don’t have any options, or that I was 
trekking to St. Louis Park, not Ultima Thule, 
merely typed, “Both hands on the plow will get 
you there.” The clouds parted, the sun shone, 
my spirits lifted. 

Curious, I Googled and found the original in 
Luke 4:28, where an adamant Jesus declared: 
“No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks 
back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 
This was not sunshine material. 

Harsh and minatory as well were verses 
26:27: “If you come to me but will not leave your 
family, you cannot be my follower. You must 


love me more than your father, mother, wife, 
children, brothers, and sisters—even more 
than your own life! Whoever will not carry the 
cross that is given to them when they follow me 
cannot be my follower.” 

The gospel author is anonymous, and the 
book was compiled, notes say, between 80- 110 
CE from several sources, including the Gos- 
pel of Mark; Q source, a hypothetical sayings 
collection, and L source, material not found in 
other gospels. 

In modern times, the idiom “hand to the 
plow” usually means setting to work, getting 
the task done. I can imagine a seasoned farmer, 
used to his team and his lands, putting one hand 
to his plow and achieving a straight furrow. Not 
a beginner. Even metaphorically, my friend’s 
“both hands on the plow” makes more sense. 
With each hand attached and actively engaged 
urging forward, there’d be little looking back. 


For the literal-minded, fields do have an 
end, boundaries of length and width. Driver 
and oxen must pivot as one and turn back, row 
after row, until every furrow’s dug, to ensure 
food for family and livestock. 

The word boustrophedon, describes cer- 
tain types of writing where lines alternate 
running right to left then turn back going 
left to right. Its roots are from the Greek bous 
(ox) and strephein (turning). The concept of 
return is ingrained; from home and barn in 
the morning, back-and-forth throughout the 
day, then return to family, food, and shelter 
at eventide. 

Without making an analogy to the gospels, 
I wonder what parents, children, family, and 
friends would make today of a member who 
without a word of explanation or farewell, quit 
them forever to follow a stranger? It’s hap- 
pened. E 
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ON THE COVER 
* By Ryan Patchin ° 


MEET LAVENDER’S 
2021 COVER CONTEST WINNER - 


SARAH MGPEGK 


Sarah McPeck was raised with one foot 
in the city, the other planted firmly in rural 
Northwestern Wisconsin. Feeling isolated and 
needing to find like-minded people, McPeck 
found herself looking toward the city—where 
she quickly found new footing. 

“I married my high school sweetheart... I 
moved back to the Twin Cities after I came out 
and had been married and had children.” And 
McPeck hit the ground running. 

“One thing that I started doing was offering 
free improv classes for people in the LGBTQ 
community,” McPeck told me. “And Sam Turn- 
er offered up some space at Muffin Top for 
me for free and—that’s kind of how I started 
getting involved and letting people get to know 
me and offering kind of a service to the com- 
munity.” 

From there, McPeck got involved with the 
Twin Cities Film Festival—spring-boarding 
her onto the scene. “I was on the board of di- 
rectors...and that really got me involved with a 
myriad of different organizations and groups.” 

Her new connections, mixed with a prior 
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BIG FAT Com 


Photggcourtesy of Sarah McPeck 


working experience first pointed McPeck to- 
wards the stage. “I took a job as a blackjack deal- 
er in a Native American casino," she recalled. 
"People would always be like, 'oh, my God, I 
looked all over for your table— you're so funny; 
We always have a good time... people would 
even tip me when they lost because they were 
entertained." That experience gave McPeck the 
confidence to get into stand-up comedy—where 
she's still making a name for herself. 

McPeck currently hosts her own monthly 
comedy show. 

“The fourth Wednesday of the month... 
it’s called the Weds-Gay-Comedy Hour.” The 
show was shut down during the pandemic but 
re-opened in March. The next show is Wednes- 
day, June 23, at Sisyphus Brewing Company. 
Maggie Faris will headline—tickets available 
online. 

During the day, McPeck is a community 
manager at a luxury rental property in the 
south metro. She's taught classes at Brave 
New Workshop—where she first started com- 
edy, and she produced a documentary, Project 
Q (available on YouTube), that follows eight 
queer performers in the Twin Cities. 

McPeck still finds time for community 
involvement, producing and hosting ben- 
efit shows—where all proceeds land with the 
show's benefactor. 

"Growing up in a rural farming community 
is absolutely, one hundred percent why I'm so 
community minded, and why I'm always trying 
to give back...all the amazing things we could 
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accomplish when everybody pitched in and did 
something, you know...that takeaway will be 
with me for the rest of my life." 

Looking to the future, Sarah McPeck hopes 
to return to project she'd just gotten off the 
ground before the pandemic hit. Her Smash 
Bang Sketch Comedy Show debuted March 7, 
2020, at Bryant Lake Bowl. 

“Tt almost sold out. It was so amazing. And 
that's something that I really want to put my 
time into—is I really want Smash to take off." 
McPeck has plans for the return of her show, 


Photo courtesy of Sarah McPeck 


Photo courtesy of Sarah McPeck 


telling me that she “would really like it to be- 
come a long standing, like sketch comedy 
show in the Twin Cities, you know." 

McPeck loves Minneapolis. And Minneapo- 
lis loves her back. 

"Its been very welcoming to me...I don't 
really ever look at, like, trying to make it—be- 
cause I feel like I've already made it. I have a 
community, people know my name, I get to en- 
tertain people...for that time, nobody is think- 
ing about all the stress in their life. The lights 
are off and we're just laughing." ll 


ATIP FROMA 


FORMER 
SMOKER 


Be prepared. 
Your lung cancer can 
spread to your brain. 


Rose, age 59, Texas 


Smoking caused Rose's lung cancer. 
She had to move from the small town she 
loved to get the treatment she needed, 
including chemo, radiation and having part 
of her lung removed. Recently, her 


cancer spread to her brain. You can quit. 


CALL 1-800-QUIT-NOW. 


U.S. Department of 


С ® СОС Health and Human Services 
«С (ОС UD Centers for Disease 
WZ Control and Prevention 
CDC.gov/tips 


#CDCTips 


PRIDE 


2021 


PRIDE 
е By Kassidy Tarala ° 


PRIDE 2021 WHAT TO DO 


With Pride slated to be returning in person this summer, 
it’s time to start planning which events you'll be attending. 


We all know that Pride began as—and con- 
tinues to be—much more than a celebration. 
Rather, it’s a protest. A protest against the op- 
pression faced not only by the LGBTQ+ com- 
munity but by people of color, folks with disabil- 
ities, immigrants, people experiencing poverty 
or homelessness, and anyone whose rights are 
threatened. 

Born out of the Stonewall riots, Pride events 
are strongly tied to the fight against police bru- 
tality. Particularly this year, an emphasis will be 
placed on the fight for racial justice, shedding 
light on the recent police killings of Breonna 
Taylor, George Floyd, Ma’Khia Bryant, Daunte 
Wright, Adam Toledo, and far too many others. 

The LGBTQ- rights movement would be 
nothing without the Black and trans leaders 
who have fought ruthlessly for the progress 
that we’ve made thus far. But in a year where 
we've faced the most anti-LGBTQ+ bills in U.S. 
history, we unfortunately still have a long way 
to go. 

As we keep all of these tragedies in mind, 
let's spend Twin Cities Pride 2021 honoring the 
lives that we've lost, the lives that have been 
stolen by police, and the lives that we are fortu- 
nate to continue living. This one's for all of us! 

Here are some of this year's Pride events: 


ART SHOW 


'The theme of this year's art show is "Stay 
Proud," and submissions are being accepted 
now through July 15. Artists are able to submit 
artwork of four different categories: photogra- 
phy, painting, mixed media, and drawing, and 
artists can submit up to three pieces. Due to 
COVID-19, the art show will be virtual. Sub- 
missions can be sent to Lys.Akerman-Frank 
tcpride.org. 


FAMILY FUN DAY 

Celebrate Pride with the whole family dur- 
ing Family Fun Day on June 20 from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Como Park East Pavilions. 
Food services will be different from years past 
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to maintain social distancing and COVID-19 
safety, but families are still encouraged to enjoy 
lunch together at this year's Family Fun Day. 


RAINBOW RUN 


If running sounds like fun to you, kudos to 
you. This year's Rainbow Run won't exclusively 
be taking place at 9 a.m. on June 27 in Minne- 
apolis, but folx certainly can participate at that 
time if desired. Otherwise, the Rainbow Run 
will be at various times and locations from June 
20-27. If you register by June 5, you will receive 
a tshirt and bib. Social distancing will be en- 
couraged at all run times and locations. 


PRIDE AWARDS 


This year's parade will not be held in per- 
son, but that doesn't mean that community 
members who have made an impact in the 
Twin Cities won't be recognized. This year, 
the Pride Awards will be honoring those who 


work or volunteer in health care, first response, 
food and agriculture, energy, water and sanita- 
tion, transportation and logistics, public works, 
manufacturing, communication and informa- 
tion technology, government, financial servic- 
es, hazardous material and sanitation, defense, 
chemical management, child care, education, 
and so many other services that keep us sup- 
ported and safe during this unprecedented mo- 
ment. 


TWIN CITIES PRIDE FESTIVAL 


This year’s Pride Festival will be back in 
person for a scaled-down version, so gather 
your friends, family, and loved ones, throw on 
your most eccentric rainbow attire, and get 
ready to celebrate! Though this year's parade, 
concerts, and fireworks won't be happening, 
smaller events are currently being planned 
throughout the Twin Cities. Check tcpride. 
org/entertainment for updates. Ш 


Services include: 


STD Testing and Treatment 


HIV Testing 


PEP and PrEP for HIV prevention 


Transgender Hormone Therapy 


HPV and Hepatitis B Vaccines 


Wellness Exams (including chest/breast 
exams, testicular and cervical cancer screenings) 


Birth Control 


Screening and Treatment for Anxiety 
and Depression 


Many services available via telehealth. 


We're here with you. 
Providing the expert 
sexual health care you 
need, no matter what. 


Planned 
Parenthood’ 


1.800.230.PLAN (7526) 
PPNCS.ORG 
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AN AUTUMN PRIDE 


2020 was supposed to be the sixteenth an- 
niversary of East Central Minnesota Pride. The 
cancellation, like so many other plans that were 
spoiled by the pandemic, was heartbreaking 
for the loyal attendees of this annual celebra- 
tion. East Central Minnesota Pride is one of the 
only Pride gatherings that specifically caters to 
members of the LGBTQ community who live 
in rural America. 2021 will mark the return of 
East Central Minnesota Pride, although this 
year it will be in early autumn instead of the 
summer. 


KEEPING IT SAFE 

More than anything else, the board of East 
Central Minnesota Pride wants to prioritize the 
safety of all Pride attendees. “The safety and 
well-being of our community is the number one 
consideration,” explains Julie Redpath of Chis- 
ago City. This abundance of caution is what led 
the board to schedule the 2021 East Central 
Minnesota Pride on September 18th instead of 
its usual June date. 

In addition to scheduling the event in Sep- 
tember, the board is keeping a close eye on 
the government regulations and guidelines 
enacted to limit the spread of COVID-19. Any 
and all guidelines will be carefully followed at 
the gathering. 

By following safety protocols, the board for 
East Central MN Pride aims to maximize the 
enjoyment of this year’s Pride gathering. Even 
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as COVID-related risks drop, many people 
still feel a little wary of large groups. By set- 
ting clear guidelines before the celebration, 
the board hopes that attendees will know that 
this is a safe space: not only for members of the 
LGBTQ community, but also for those who are 
concerned about COVID. 


SAME OLD SPIRIT 


“We are looking at ways to make the event 
fun and enjoyable, yet safe,” says Phil Schro- 
eder of Mora. Having the opportunity to con- 


gregate with other members of the LGBTQ 
community is vitally important — especially for 
those who live in rural areas where they might 
otherwise feel isolated and alone. 

In previous years, East Central Minnesota 
Pride has featured popular musical acts like 
Kat Perkins and Mark Joseph. There are also 
representatives of members of all kinds of 
queer communities in attendance, which pro- 
vides a safe space for those who are question- 
ing or curious about their own identities to ex- 
plore and learn. 


———rrr_ Continued on page 34 


Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries i 
AMERICAN FAMILY A American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 4020 Minnehaha Ave, Ste. 1010, 


Home Office- Madison, WI $3783 Minneapolis, MN 
ө Мет American Family Insurance Company p d 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio dbartell @amfam com 
All your protection under one roof ° Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 612.333.5554 


- Small Group Personal Training 


- MI workouts personalized to 
each member 


- No crowds, plenty of space, 
great coaching, great results 


- Judgement free gym, open to 
all, great friendly environment 


- Begin with our 6-Week 
Kickstart to see great results 
and develop the fitness habit 


612-315-4152 
www.uptownfitnessmn.com 
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This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the East Central Regional Arts Council, 
thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund. 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis 


(612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 
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There is still a lot up in the air about what 
will and will not be included in this year’s cel- 
ebration, but you can rest assured that East 
Central Minnesota Pride will be fun and full of 
support for and by LGBTQ Minnesotans. 


GET INVOLVED 


There are plenty of ways to get involved in 
East Central Minnesota Pride. Make a dona- 
tion, think about joining the board, become a 
vendor, or just attend the event! 

Donations are key for East Central Minne- 
sota Pride. The board was unable to host their 
usual fundraiser last year, which makes orga- 
nizing and executing a successful event more 
difficult. Donations can be made through the 
website and all proceeds go towards the annual 
Pride celebration. 

Additionally, the board is actively seeking 
involvement of underrepresented groups on 
their board. The board is especially interested 
in hearing from you if you live in rural Minne- 
sota and identify as a Two-Spirit, trans person, 
or queer woman. 

There are two ways for local businesses to 


VILLA 
AN ITALIAN WINE EXPERIENCE B E L L [= 2 7А LOCATED IN PEPIN, WISCONSIN 


WINERY 


Wine Tastings | On-site Italian Restaurant | Open All Year 
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| Winery 


J and Cidery SATURDAY JUNE 12 
Flavored by Wisconsin e Art Show Ж. — 

| 2-5p.m. Є: | SUNDAY JUNE 13 

Donuts апа Drag 
; -— Drag Performance 

www.maidenrockappleswinerycidery.com 8-10 p.m 10 - 2 p.m. 
Stockholm, Wis. E e mm 
Rustic Gallery - Dining Saloon 
(715)-448-3502 N2030 Spring St., Stockholm, WI Great River Road/Hwy 35 Stockholm, WI 


N2030 Spring Street, Stockholm, WI 54769 | (715) 442-5505 


SAVANNA MOON Stockholm Pie Ge 
|CAMPING! & General Store 


LG BTQ owned. on ; Ee "Вен рі. one däi ра 
Prairie views, e Zem Jo Is 
forest trails, and us s 
star filled nights. 


Reserve camping at: Hip Camp, | 
Prairie View Camp, Pepin 


savannamoon.org 


PRID жое Pepin 


FRIDAY, JUNE 11 
8:45 PM 
"Gay Chorus Deep South" at Liberty Farm, 
hosted by Flyway Film Festival 
(Gates open at 7:30PM, bonfire to follow after film) 


SATURDAY, JUNE 12 
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Pride Celebration in Stockholm Park 


5:00 - 7:00 PM 
Strawberry Pride Gala living art show 
at WideSpot Performing Arts Center 
(dress up/out/expressed) 


8:00 - 10:00 PM 


"To Stockholm, Thanks for Everything XO Malibu" S T 0 C K H 0 L M 


drag performance at WideSpot Performing 
Arts Center POP. 66 
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SUNDAY, JUNE 13 | 
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Donuts апа Drag at Humble Moon Saloon O /LakePepinPride | 
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get involved. The first option attending as a 
vendor. As of this writing, vendor applications 
are still open on the website. Being a vendor 
is a great way to participate in the event and 
support LGBTQ folks in your community. 
Queer-friendly businesses are also welcomed 
to reach out to the board and request an “All 
Are Welcome Here” sticker or rainbow flag to 
display on their property. Visibility is vital in 
rural towns. Even small gestures like display- 
ing supportive messaging and images can 
have huge positive ramifications. 

And of course - just showing up to the cel- 
ebration is the easiest way to show your sup- 
port! Whether you are a member of the LG- 
BTQ community, a family member or an ally, 
the importance of a robust, welcoming com- 
munity cannot be understated. 

Hope to see you there this September! ll 


East Central MN Pride 
September 18 from 1 to 5 p.m. 
Robinson Park in Pine City 
www.EastCentralMinnesotaPride.org 
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LGBT PINS AND GEAR 


PROUDLY, 


QUEENONTHESCENE.COM 
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BURNET 


Anita C. Hil 


651-707-6408 
AnitaC.Hill@CBBurnet.com 
www.HomesForSaleSaintPaulMN.com 


K Stariribune 


TOP 
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WORKPLACES 
2020 


844 Grand Av. St. Paul | (just east of Victoria) lawyers you know. 


specsappealmn.com/ 651.291.5150 


612.339.7121 www.bestlaw.com 
60 South 6th Street, Suite 2700, Minneapolis, MN 55402 
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Take PRIDE in your teeth. 


MINT ORTHODONTICS 
Geoff Sudit DDS, 
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e-man-ci-pa-tion 
from slavery" 


the fact or process of being 

set free from legal, social, or 

political restrictions; liberation. 

the freeing of someone from slavery. 
the early struggle for emancipation 
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Another June is upon us. While the rain- 
bow flags begin to unfurl across the coun- 
try and Pride gatherings get penciled onto 
calendars I’d be remised to not think about 
where we were just a year ago. We were four 
months into a global pandemic. In the United 
States we had 2,177,888 total positive CO- 
VID-19 test results accompanied by 112,172 
total U.S. COVID-19 deaths. We were a few 
weeks into the summer of civil unrest that 
was sparked by the murder of George Floyd 
under the knee of a Minneapolis police of- 
ficer. Here in the Twin Cities, by early June 
2020 there had been nearly 604 arrests, and 
upwards of $500 million in damage to ap- 
proximately 1,500 properties. These figures 
made this the second-most destructive pe- 
riod of civil unrest in United States history 
after the Los Angeles riots of 1992 (interest- 
ing I lived through both of these). 

Well before Pride came Juneteenth, aka 
Freedom Day. Although the Emancipation 
Proclamation formally freed slaves who re- 
sided in states in rebellion the message of this 
freedom did not reach every corner within 
the U.S. It wasn’t until June 19, 1865, almost 
two- and one-half years later, when Union Gen- 
eral Gordon Granger announced in Galveston, 
Texas that all previously enslaved people in 
Texas were free. This is where the last ves- 
tiges of slavery in this country lived and it 
was only then that the true and full effect of 
the Emancipation Proclamation was felt by all 
Black people in the U.S. But was it the full free- 
dom my ancestors had hoped and dreamt of as 
thousands of them walked off the plantations 
without a penny in their pockets? 

Throughout American history, there are 
countless examples of justice, rights, and 
freedoms being denied far after federal laws 
have passed and Supreme Court decisions 
have been rendered to guarantee those very 
freedoms. The agony of the Black Codes fol- 


Continued on page 124 
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ZAYLORE STOUT & ASSOCIATES, LLC 


With over 16 years of experience, Zaylore Stout has become a trusted advisor to HR 
professionals and employers alike, providing practical advice and counsel to small and 
medium-sized businesses with legal issues in areas that include, but are not limited to: 

Litigation « Response to Demand Letters ° Workplace Investigations 

Manager/Supervisor Training Seminars • HR Audits 
Employee Handbook Review and Development, Severance Packages 
Non-Compete Agreement • Independent Contractor Agreement 


Call (612)524-5561 or email Info@StoutsLaw.com to schedule a FREE consultation. 


WWW.STOUTSLAW.COM 
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PAISLEY PARK MUSEUM: 
A DEEP DIVE INTO THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF THE PURPLE ONE 


I'd driven by the place hundreds of times; I'd always wondered what was happening 
within those walls. Wonder no more. 


For nearly five years, Paisley Park has 
served as a museum and dedicatory space for 
its founder and longtime occupant. Guests are 
treated to an intimate glimpse into the mysteri- 
ously fabulous life—of Prince. 

I hopped on a group tour with Paisley Park’s 
Director of Marketing, Essie Lash, and we 
embarked on colorful odyssey through musi- 
cology. I felt like Charlie Bucket as I stepped 
through the still-operating fantasy-factory. I was 
treated to a grand tour, without a golden ticket. 

For almost 30 years, Paisley Park served 
as Prince’s home and creative sanctuary. The 
property includes a state-of-the-art recording 
studio, concert venue, and soundstage. Guests 
are shown up-close views of intimate spaces, 
like Prince’s dining and living rooms, and an in- 
depth look at the studios and soundstage where 
dozens of familiar tunes and unforgettable 
scenes were born. 

Right off the bat, the property takes security 
seriously. After checking-in at the guard shack, 
guests are individually (non-invasively) wanded 
by a friendly, fact-filled security guard before 
entering the facility. COVID precautions are 
in place to further ensure the safety of Paisley 
Park Visitors. Phones are secured in a Yonder 
Bag but remain with their owner—until the end 
of the tour, when guests are allowed to take pho- 
tos in a specific area. 

Little surprises around every corner, but noth- 
ing dangerous 

Once you've stepped foot into the museum, 
you've entered a realm of pure intrigue. An over- 
stimulation of items hits your eyeballs—and 
keeps hitting. Platinum and gold records, a con- 
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cert-ticket mural, hand-written notes, paintings, 3 Е —< ЕЕЕ 
instruments, clothes that опу Prince could pull P 3 saa = į | — = 
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2 ROOSTERS 


MEN’S GROOMING CENTER 


COLLECTION 


PRINCE’S CUSTOM SHOES 


- Precision Haircuts 
- Color Treatments 
- Gift Cards Available 


AVEDA 


The West End Minnetonka Crossing Woodbury City Center 
1683 West End Blvd. 6001 Shady Oak Rd. STE 160 1960 Donegal Dr. 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 Minnetonka, MN 55343 Woodbury, MN 55125 
(763) 546-1140 (952) 935-0505 (651) 348-6676 


Online booking click: roostersmgc.com/locations 
€ facebook.com/RoostersMensGroomingCenter 


THE CLASSIC AMERICAN BARBERSHOP 


Stand in awe 
Take an intimate look at over 


300 pairs of Prince's edgy, 


fashion-bending shoes in this 


limited-time exhibition at his home, 


studio, and creative sanctuary. 
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CD 


DAKOTA COUNTY 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE 


A member of Minnesota State 


DCTC is an affirmative action, equal opportunity employer and educator. 


This information is available in an alternate format by calling 651-423-8469 
or TTY/Minnesota Relay at 1-800-627-3529. 
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Some rooms along the tour are accompa- 
nied by a short video to provide context into 
what exactly you’re experiencing. After an ex- 
planation of each area shown, guests are given 
a few minutes to take in the space on their own 
and focus on what is interesting to them within a 
given space in the museum. My tour guide was 
ultra-knowledgeable and sweet—and she let me 
ask basic-boy questions like, “is that the actual 
motorcycle” and “did Janet Jackson touch that?” 
She did. 

We did 

Towards the end of the tour, guests will ar- 
rive in the NPG Club, where Prince used to 
hold his late night (early morning) impromptu 
shows. After your tour, you're free to grab a 
drink or a snack—or peruse the museum shop 
for official Paisley Park merch. After my tour, I 
sat at a table away from other museum visitors 
in the NPG Club while I sipped a Diet Coke. I 
took in the space and realized the importance 
of Paisley Park's preservation and the privilege 
offered to those who tour the museum. 

I was talking to Essie Lash about the ver- 
satility of the property, when it comes to host- 
ing events. Paisley Park offers different spaces 
throughout the property that can used for re- 
ceptions, happy hours, employee appreciation 
events—you name it. Paisley Park follows pes- 
catarian dietary standards (just like Prince), and 
alcoholic beverages can be served. Paisley Park 
gives a dynamic setting to nearly any event—at 
surprisingly affordable rates. 

On my way out of the facility it kinda hit me: 
you were just inside there. І stared at the impos- 
ing building as I wrapped my way out of the 
parking lot. By the time I pulled up to the stop- 
light on Autobahn Road, I had reverted back 
into Charlie Bucket. As I turned onto to the 
highway, I gave Paisley Park one last gratuitous 
glance—already wondering what was going on 
inside those walls. ll 
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It's been a long, cold, Covid winter, but we're all finaly coming out! To celebrate, Hopkins Center for the Arts is proud to 
announce the return of our free summer concerts in Downtown Park in Hopkins (40 9th Avenue South). 


The Sunset Series is a diverse lineup of live music, starting June 10 and running most Thursdays throughout the summer. It's 
just one of the many ways Hopkins Center for the Arts supports all kinds of art for every kind of people. To learn more or to 


become a member — check us out online. 
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July 22 - Daisy Dillman Acoustic 
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Braiding Our Stories Together. Photo courtesy of Northern Spark 
Kl AES HN TA 


NORTHERN SPAR 


While we are always asking ourselves ^what 
is normal," now as the world slowly opens up 
again, many of us are trying to answer it. The 
Minnesota weather has warmed up which means 
we also are ready to leave the sanctuary of our 
houses and start seeing live performances, do- 
ing actual activities and being around a small 
group of people, not through a computer screen. 
This summer, consider seeing the return of 
Northern Sparks festival with “Alchemy,” which 
will run from June 12-27. 

For those unfamiliar with Northern Sparks, 
it’s a festival that usually runs a few nights (al- 
though this year it'll run over the course of two 
weeks) and started in 2011. The goal was to 
replicate the dynamic form of overnight art fes- 
tivals that take place around the world. The first 
year was a bit of a surprise which included thou- 
sands of people showing up—and it has learned, 
changed and evolved over the years. 
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Celebrate the sights and sounds of opera with our 2021-2022 Season 
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mnopera.org | 612-333-6669 
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“We wanted to build a festival that would 
highlight the dynamic art and creative culture 
of our cities as well as that special time in mid 
June when it is finally summer in Minnesota,” 
said Sarah Peters, Director of Northern Lights. 

As I spoke with Peters more about North- 
ern Lights, the undeniable and unavoidable 
question came from me which was how has the 
pandemic changed things. Ironically, Northern 
Lights was planning on taking a hiatus in 2020 


Lightning Rod. Photo courtesy of Northern Spark 
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for a few months before the pandemic hit. They 
were ready for a quiet year but the pandemic 
still loomed. 

“Our challenges were similar to everyone’s: 
trying to concentrate on anything or be reflec- 
tive with so many pandemic unknowns and 
grief, plus living through the uprisings after 
another police murder of a Black man,” said Pe- 
ters. “These are not great conditions for produc- 
tivity, and nor should they be.” 


However, slowly through the dark there is a 
light that people can look forward to and that’s 
the return of Northern Spark. The pandemic 
has forced artists of all kinds to rethink the 
forms they know so well already which is why 
the Northern Spark 2021 Artist Council was 
actually excited to start the process of planning 
for this year’s festival. That’s how the theme of 
Alchemy was born. 

“Our theme is Alchemy, which has a beauti- 
ful text co-written by the Artist Council that I en- 
courage folks to read. The core idea is that we 
wanted the festival to make space to hold both 
grief and joy after this dislocating and painful 
year,” explained Peters. “Artists are alchemists 
who can mix disparate things together to make 
something new—a beautiful metaphor for mov- 
ing forward.” 

One came up with the idea of sending art 
through the mail—which is how the idea of the 
Mail Art Project was born. In any other year, this 
idea probably wouldn't have worked or wouldn't 
have been as interesting as it is this year. Virtual 
programming will be shared as well, including 
a platform called Virtual Connections, which 
will invite artists to make an experience using 
online meeting technologies. The artists are 
creative with some incredibly inventive work 
using Zoom which allows anyone to have a part 
in Northern Spark no matter where they live. 
There will also be in-person events for a limited 
amount of people. 


The festival features a wide variety of ac- 
tivities including performance makers, dancers, 
musicians, book artists, sculptors, writers, and 
inter/multi/anti-disciplinary makers as well. 
This year will also feature a series of perfor- 
mances by Lightning Rod, which is a collective 
of queer and trans performance artists. The 
performance by Lightning Rod is described as a 
series of “four durational performances” where 
viewers will be welcomed into members’ homes 
(digitally) for a meal, a party, a vigil, a recipe 
share, roleplay and a song. Each performance 
lasts three hours including passive watching or 
ways for viewers to engage in the scenario. 

As for the future, Peters says that they will 
eventually return to a fully non-digital, public 
space in the future years when it feels safe. You 
can expect that Northern Spark will continue to 
fill up plenty of public spaces with art including 
parks, riverfronts, rooftops, train yards, streets, 
and parks. 

“We've been working behind the scenes to 
continue building partnerships with organiza- 
tions rooted in the Cultural Districts in each 
city, with a dream of returning to a cities-wide 
event,” Peters described. “But we also want to 
learn from our experiments this year and may 
continue some virtual or mail art engagements. 
The expanded access these provide is refresh- 
ing.” 

This is a reminder for anyone reading that 
the economic effects of COVID have hit the 
arts hard and it’s not over. The arts were al- 
ready extremely under-funded and many artists 
were concerned about theaters, performances 
spaces, and music venues pre and now post pan- 
demic. Once again though, Peters knows that 
there is a light at the end of the tunnel. 

“Whatever the future financial picture turns 
out to look like, this year has taught us that we 
can be inventive and support incredible projects 
with whatever resources we have. We'll keep 
doing that.” 

More information on the festival this year 
can be found at https://2021.northernspark. 
org/ Ё 
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 
* By Brett Burger ° 


THE RETURN OF LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT 


The costumes are being steamed, the or- 
chestra is tuning and the actors are rehearsing 
which means one thing: theatre is returning. 
While it won’t be completely normal just yet, 
we are still getting the performances that we 
all miss so much. There are plenty of stages in 
the area that are continuing to do virtual per- 
formances, but now, with the new weather, will 
be performing outside too! What could be bet- 
ter than Sondheim in the park? Nothing. The 
answer is nothing because I adore Sondheim. 


COMPANY 
Lakeshore Players 
July 16 - 25 

While I’m surprised they were able to get 
the rights (the Broadway revival announced 
they will be returning to Broadway sometime 
this year), I can’t wait for Lake Shore Players 
to be doing Company, outside! On the eve of 
his 35th birthday, Bobby gets consistently 
questioned from his friends with probing rela- 
tionship questions. “Why aren’t you married?” 
and “Why haven’t you settled down” are the 
questions that swirl around Bobby as he lives 
his bachelor life in New York City. This beloved 
Sondheim musical features songs including 
“The Ladies Who Lunch” and “Being Alive.” 

Company will be performed in person and 
outdoors on the new outdoor stage located in 
the Lakeshore Players Parking Lot while fol- 
lowing COVID-safe guidelines. 


FAME: THE MUSICAL 
Children's Performing Arts 
June 28 - August 8 

Every year, Spotlight on a Cause puts on 
a production that brings awareness to a cho- 
sen cause, this year being dyslexia. Students 
from the Children's Performing Arts will be 
performing Fame: The Musical. The show is 
also a part of their leadership program where 
they learn skills in how to make a difference, 
no matter what role or part you play in the pro- 
duction. 
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Fame: The Musical follows the final class 
of New York City's celebrated High School 
for Performing Arts from their admission into 
the program all the way to graduation. This 
includes their struggles, fears and of course 
triumphs from prejudice and even substance 
abuse. 


THE TEMPEST, GREAT 
EXPECTATIONS AND EVERY 
BRILLIANT THING 
The Great River Shakespeare Festival 
June 23 - August 1 

GRSF is back for their 17th season in the 
pleasant river city of Winona, Minnesota. This 
year they are producing three shows including 
The Tempest by William Shakespeare, Great Ex- 


pectations which is based on a book by Charles 
Dickens, and Every Brilliant Thing by Duncan 
Macmillan with Jonny Donahoe. If you haven't 
been to GRSF before, this is the perfect sum- 
mer to do it. After a year and a half of quaran- 
tine it's the perfect opportunity to get away for 
a few days, see some incredible theatre outside 
and still have plenty of other things to do in be- 
tween each show. 


YOU'RE A GOOD MAN, CHARLIE 


BROWN: THE MUSICAL 
Stages Theatre Company 
July 9 - August 8 

Honestly, a perfect musical for the summer 
in which we are able to start gathering again. 
Stages Theatre Company will be performing 
this summer in the Hopkin's Downtown Park. 
Join Charlie Brown, Lucy, Snoopy, and the 
whole Peanuts gang as they celebrate life's ups 
and downs through numerous songs, dances 
and comedic scenes. Whether you want to 
bring the kids, or go with some friends, You're 
a Good Man, Charlie Brown: The Musical is a 
delightful show and always leaves a charming 
impression on anyone who sees it. 


ORDWAY CABARET: LIVE AT 


THE LOADING DOCK 


The Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
June 18 - 27 


The Ordway is back this summer with an- 
other live concert behind their building at the 
loading dock. This surprise performance last 
summer was a hit and they are bringing it back. 
Join the Ordway in a socially distanced audi- 
ence for a concert by your favorite Twin Cities 
performers as they perform songs from their 
favorite Broadway shows. This is exactly what 
many of us will need to hold us over until the 
theatre can officially return to normal capacity. 
Visit their website for cast announcements and 
be sure to reserve your seat today as seating is 
extremely limited. ll 
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IN THE FAGE OF PANDEMIC, THE TWIN 
CITIES GAY MEN'S CHORUS CARRIES ON 


As the CDC continues to make more assessments on the ongoing pandemic, the country seems 


Will it ever be perfectly the way it was? 
Most likely not, however we can try to get as 
close to “normal” as we can. I caught up with 
the Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus to see how 
they’ve been doing—and what is on the hori- 
zon for them. 

The Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus (TC- 
GMC) is currently entering their 41st season 
with membership at around 180. Singers’ ages 
range from 21 all the way to mid-70s—truly 
singers from all walks of life. While the name 
of the group is fairly specific with binaries, they 
assure me that they are inclusive of all singers 
who can sing tenor-bass choral repertoire and 
support their overall mission. TCGMC has not 
just gay men but also members who identify as 
trans, nonbinary, and straight. 

Like many organizations, the COVID-19 
pandemic impacted TCGMC greatly. 

“As soon as it was clear that singing togeth- 
er was no longer safe for both our members 
and our audiences, we made two very impor- 
tant choices,” Dr. Gerald Gurss, the TCGMC 
Artistic Director said. The first was that they 
would remain a virtual chorus so that singers 
felt safe and not feel like their lives would be 
put in jeopardy due to a TCGMC-sponsored 
event. The second relates back to their mission 
of artistic excellence: to keep singing. 

Like the rest of the world, TCGMC ad- 
opted a Zoom-style community according to 
Dr. Gurss. The organization would continue to 
rehearse and dedicate themselves to spreading 
the joys of music, but with a twist. They began 
working with guest speakers including men- 
tal health experts, composers, and members 
of other GALA choruses. The only way to get 
through this pandemic it seems is to evolve and 
adapt and TCGMC was doing just that. 

“The pandemic made it even easier to feel 
alone. That loneliness was combated by having 
other choruses share their experiences so we 
felt unified in our new online world,” Dr. Gurss 
explained. “We stopped rehearsing two weeks 
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to be crawling back towards normal. 


before our spring concert. Shortly after we all 
went into hiding from a virus about which, at 
that time, we knew very little, our whole world, 
but more specifically our Twin Cities commu- 
nity, was faced with the stark reminder that 
racism was still rampant in our social systems.” 

Dr. Gurss continued to explain how some of 
the earliest problems they faced being a virtual 
chorus were technology-related. 

“I have a doctorate degree (i.e. years of 
study in music schools), and I can tell you, I 
have never once had a class on how to lead a 
chorus over Zoom. Likewise, none of our sing- 
ers signed up for an online experience where 
they hear only themselves, and then are asked 
to sing into their phones to create art,” he ex- 
plained. “Our whole concept of what we do and 
how we do it was disrupted. Probably the big- 
gest obstacle was determining how we were 
going to have a ‘concert season’ in the midst 
of a global pandemic. Thankfully, we have a 
fabulous executive director, Kevin Stocks, who 
helped steer that mission to success.” 

The 40th season for TCGMC was supposed 
to be filled with grand, in-person concerts— 
however it shifted into grand online concerts 
that were hosted on YouTube. The heart of any 
organization is the people that make it great 
and with TCGMC’s case, it was their singers. 
Dr. Gurss recalls how that heart shined bright- 
ly week by week, as singers were able to adapt 
and show up to Zoom rehearsals, learn their 
parts and continue to sing to create beautiful 
virtual choice pieces. 

A bright side of this new virtual space was 
how the music was able to travel digitally. It 
was able to connect with audiences around the 
world. 

“TCGMC is fortunate to have a top-notch 
production crew in house—from videogra- 
phers to audio engineers to magical computer 
unicorns who make things happen,” Dr. Gurss 
said. “Га be remiss if I didn’t thank Matt Hud- 
son, Patrick Puckett, Maxwell Freudenthal, 


Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
Erik Anderson, Lance Morgan, and Ben Pol- 
lack.” 

Although Pride will be happening this year, 
TCGMC still will be releasing an online concert 
called TCGMC Sings Back! This is a parody of 
a Star Wars film, where audiences can expect a 
campy tribute to To Wong Fu interwoven with 
the intergalactic space opera. This will include 
crowd favorite songs from movies like CAMP, 
Meet Me in St. Louis, The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame, and For the Boys! 

With the future of TCGMC looking bright, 
I wanted to ask Dr. Gurss what that meant for 
them. Where is their future and how do they 
see themselves in 10 years from now knowing 
what they know now. 

“We will slowly be returning to normal. 
Unlike retail and schools, choruses have the 
added burden of negotiating a safe return while 
singing (singing emits many more aerosols 
than speaking),” Dr. Gurss described. “As the 
upcoming season is filled with mitigating social 
distancing, smaller capacities, and vaccination 
hurdles, we are looking forward to presenting 
our normal season, in-person. We know the 
singers are excited to return, and I expect that 
we'll be seeing everyone soon and presenting 
our signature musical excellence!” 

You can learn more about the Twin Cities 
Gay Men’s Chorus by visiting their website at 
tcgmc.org. Ё 
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"ROUND AND ROUND" - THE RED RIBBON RIDE 
WILL RUN CIRCLES AROUND GREATER MINNESOTA 


“The only way to make sense out of change is to 
plunge into it, move with it, and join the dance.” 
— Alan Watts 

It was the best of times, it was the worst of 
times, but without the best of times part. Just a 
generation ago, an HIV diagnosis was a death 
sentence, and that sentence was always punc- 
tuated with an exclamation point. Doctors and 
loved ones watched helplessly, uselessly, as pa- 
tients promenaded into a final, starless night. It 
was a time when all polite folk and most impolite 
folk simply wanted to la-la-la wish away this new 
virus, along with everyone infected by it. 

In 1991, a handful of artists had something to 
say about that collective wish. Inspired by the yel- 
low ribbons honoring Gulf War combatants, they 
created the now-famous folded ribbon design to 
raise awareness of the toll the AIDS epidemic 
was taking on their community. The color red 
was chosen to symbolize blood, love...and anger. 

But the times changed. 

Since then, life-saving treatments have been 
developed, and the red ribbon has become a 
symbol meant to support all people living with 
HIV/AIDS and their caretakers...as well as 
people who still die from AIDS-related causes. 
That symbol has transcended jacket lapels and 
dress straps. And every summer, that symbol 
manifests in a big way here in the Land of the 
Sky-Tinted Waters. 

The Red Ribbon Ride has very nearly be- 
come a Minnesota institution unto itself, having 
begun in 2003. For all of the subsequent years, it 
purposefully wended its way through the rustic 
parts of the Lake State, its riders dutifully rais- 
ing much-needed awareness even as they raised 
much-needed funds. 

But the times changed. 

In 2020, a second virus, COVID-19, de-rided 
the riders, the awareness, and the funds. But the 
Red Ribbon Ride is back this year, and its pur- 
pose isn’t just to fight the disease that has ended 
so many lives; its purpose is to end HIV itself. 

The Red Ribbon Ride currently selfiden- 
tifies as “a fully supported, two-day, 100+ mile 
bike ride through the wilderness of Minnesota.” 
It will begin on August 20 and end on August 
22. The first day will be dedicated to travel and 
orientation; the second two will constitute the 
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Ride itself. The route delivers participants from 
Camp Heartland in Willow River, Minnesota, to 
Duluth—and back again. 

Motivations for participation may vary. 
Promises the Ride’s website (https://redrib- 
bonride.org/), “Whether you are a first time 
rider, experienced veteran, looking for a physi- 
cal challenge, want to experience the beauty of 
Minnesota on a bicycle, or have a connection to 
the cause, the Red Ribbon Ride is for you.” Rid- 
ers can join a team, form a team, or roll solo. 

Riders are asked to find donors who'll subsi- 
dize their benevolent efforts. Money raised will 
be split among three benefiting charities: the 
Aliveness Project, One Heartland, and the Rural 
AIDS Action Network. 

The Aliveness Project offers free HIV tests 
to the public, because, as they put it, “Knowl- 
edge is power—the power to manage your 
health.” This organization provides people in 
need with access to nutrition programs, integra- 
tive therapies, and case management, among 
other services. 

One Heartland is determined to “improve 
the lives of children, youth, and families fac- 
ing significant health challenges and social 
isolation.” At Camp Heartland, HIV-positive 
outdoorsboys and outdoorsgirls are provided a 
stigma-free environment of perfect acceptance, 
something they often find lamentably lacking 
in their daily, away-from-the-woods lives. Here 
they’re allowed to grow and learn in a stress-free 
environment. 


Rural AIDS Action Network is a charity 
that focuses on the oft-under-served (and some- 
times flat-out ignored) Greater Minnesota, pro- 
viding advocacy and awareness, as well preven- 
tion and preemption. These services manifest as 
medical case management, nutrition programs, 
transportation assistance, and support groups, 
among others. 

“We need riders!” proclaims Angie Skelly, 
veteran Red Ribbon Ride volunteer. Skelly first 
began her relationship with the Red Ribbon 
Ride in 2007, abetting the riders that year and 
joining them the next year. “I rode in 2008 and 
2018,” she recalls. “I’m not very athletic, though, 
so I also found other ways to help." One of these 
ways is working on the support staff along the 
route, simply referred to as “crew” (which is 
both a noun and verb, as it turns out). 

After the combination of bike tires and span- 
dex-swathed circle-gams, the crew is the most 
important factor in keeping the bicyclers bicy- 
cling. Crew members organize the route, run pit 
stops, and provide general care for the athletes, 
creating what Ride vets call the Traveling Love 
Bubble. Possessing the best name of anything 
ever, this collective entity is, like the Ride’s army 
of cyclists, composed of fund-raising volunteers. 
Further volunteer opportunities exist for the 
less ambulatory, focusing on the Ride’s start- 
ing line. These intrepid souls help with set-up, 
check-in, and check-out, providing the Ride’s 
story its beginning and its end. 

While the above has been true of all previous 
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events, the 2021 Ride presents an invisible obsta- 
cle uniquely its own. “We will be closely monitor- 
ing CDC guidelines and Minnesota state guide- 
lines to ensure a safe and healthy event,” the Red 
Ribbon Ride assures. “In order to keep socially dis- 
tant, we have a limited capacity for in-person riders 
and crew to join us at Camp One Heartland.” 

This promise is more than mere lip service. 
“We have the capacity for fifty riders and thirty 
crew to stay at One Heartland in order to social- 
ly distance and be as safe as possible,” the Red 
Ribbon Ride continues. “This will, of course, 
change depending on how the pandemic is be- 
ing resolved.” 

2021 marks yet another change, another 
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through a pandemic can opt for an individual- 
ized (but entirely un-virtual) route. “Virtual rid- 
ers do put in some miles,” affirms Skelly. “We 
ask them to take photos of their locales and tag 
us on social media." This effort goes a long way 
to raising awareness, as well. 

In the end, the changes in the Red Ribbon 
Ride only matter to the extent they transform 
good intentions into good work, and, in assess- 
ing that, Skelly enjoys a unique vantage point: 
she recently took the position of Development 
and Communications Associate for the Alive- 
ness Project. That means that this year she'll 
not only help with raising money, she'll watch it, 
in some measure, change the world. Supposes 
she, ^I look forward to seeing the raised fund 
put to use improving people's lives." 


Red Ribbon Ride 
4457 3rd Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55419 
612-622-2110 
redribbonride.org 


The Aliveness Project 
3808 Nicollet Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 5540? 
612-824-5433 
aliveness.org 


One Heartland 

26001 Heinz Rd. 

Willow River, MN 55795 
888.216.2028 
oneheartland.org 


Rural AIDS Action Network 
300 E. St. Germain St., Ste. 220 
St. Cloud, MN 56304 
320257-3036 

Toll-Free 800-966-9735 


steven-scott.com s 


steven 
scot t your definitive guide to apartments in the metro 


(See website for locations in Duluth, Manka- 
to, and Moorhead) ll 
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OUT, BUT NOT DOWN 


The Worldwide Coronavirus Pandemic Plays Hardball with Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League 


Just a month after the Pearl Harbor bombing 
that brought America, whooping and waving, 
into the World War II, Major League Baseball 
Commissioner Kenesaw Landis sent President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt a hand-written mis- 
sive asking if America’s Pastime should suspend 
operations during America’s wartime. 

The POTUS responded with what is now 
known as “The Green Light Letter,” which sup- 
posed that baseball’s loss from popular culture 
would damage home front morale, indeed that 
displays of sportspersonship and community 
were more vital in troubled times than they were 
in less interesting ones. In other words, people 
need little bits of normalcy to get through cul- 
ture-wide challenges. Therefore, much to the 
benefit of Madonna’s film career decades later, 
the Commander-in-Chief granted Major League 
Baseball his executive go-ahead. 

Another war is being fought today, and al- 
though this conflict replaces guns and bombs 
with hypodermic needles and vaccines, its scale 
is no less global-the war against COVID-19. 
That war has cast a different kind of shadow 


z 


onto the Minnesota sports scene. There is, 
for example, the experience of the Twin Cities 
Goodtime Softball League. 

The Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League, 
according to its website (https://tcgsl.league- 
apps.com/), is “committed to cultivating a cul- 
ture of sportsmanship and supporting the LG- 


We've heard of social distancing, but this is ridiculous. Photo by Terrance Griep. 
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BTA community." That cultural cultivation took 
place every summer since the Carter Adminis- 
tration—every summer, that is, until 2020, when 
the COVID-19 pandemic rained out...well, pret- 
ty much everything, as you might remember. 

Last year, the League did all it could to avoid 
such a voiding, pushing Opening Day from late 
April to early June in the how-adorbs-does-that- 
look-in-retrospect hope that Minnesota's hottest 
months might outlast the outbreak. Not only did 
the pandemic negate the 2020 softball season, 
for a while, it cast doubt onto that of 2021, as 
well. 

“We did a survey in February to gauge ev- 
eryone's interest," reports TCGSL Commission- 
er Josh Hausmann, recalling an effort to gauge 
the membership's collective willingness and 
wantingness to pitch, catch, hit, and field during 
a pandemic. *About 7096 of people said they were 
ready to play starting in April, while some said 
they wouldn't play, and others said they'd only 
play if we didn't have to wear masks." 

This interlacing of opinion left the local 
League's leadership team in a tangle...but like 
Alexander the Great solving the puzzle of the 
Gordian Knot, the solution was a simple bisect- 
ing of the overly-complicated problem. *Due to 
the ongoing state of the pandemic, we've decid- 
ed to divide the season into two distinct halves," 
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the Commissioner says. “This was done to allow 
people and teams who aren’t quite comfortable 
with playing yet to easily join halfway through 
the [traditional] season.” 

The first season began on April 24...but, be- 
lying whatever expectations the initial survey 
might have generated, nearly the entire mem- 
bership took the field. Recounts the Commish, 
“In 2019, we had thirty-four teams, so we expect- 
ed to have about twenty teams for the first half of 
the season, but we had thirty-two teams register 
and expect to have three more for the second 
half of the season.” 

One common thread that binds these 
strands of possibility is a single, simple princi- 
ple. “The biggest difference for me and the rest 
of the board this season is that we have to be la- 
ser-focused on safety,” Hausmann insists. “That 
means we will follow all recommendations from 
the Minnesota Department of Health without 
exception.” 

Compliance to those recommendations took 
their toll...but the TCGSLs executive board 
tries to maintain as many traditions as possible. 
“While we can’t do everything that we want to 
do during the season, like our kick-off party 
or our annual drag competition, we'll figure 
out some way to keep the social aspect of the 
league,” Hausmann assures. 

2021’s emphasis on actual game play (or its 


de-emphasis on non-play) grants a new impor- 
tance to setting, where lost sociality can be pre- 
served with game play. “The newly-constructed 
complex at Bossen Field allows us to play on 
great fields and have everyone together again,” 
Hausmann enthuses. 

But even this togetherness generates a 
complication—that of the watchers who watch 
the doers do. “While the game itself is mostly 
a socially distanced sport, we're going to ask 
people not to gather in groups to watch games,” 
Hausmann acknowledges. “Fans are still wel- 
come, but we ask they wear masks and socially 
distance.” 

The details for the summer sequel are hap- 
pily more concrete. “The second season will 
start on June 13,” Commissioner Josh Haus- 
mann promises. “Hopefully, when the second 
half of the season comes, we'll have a majority 
of the people vaccinated and the pandemic will 
get to the point where we can ease the safety 
protocols.” 

As with the Greatest Generation, field action 
represents the restoration of normalcy. That 
regular life routine is returning more slowly 
than we might wish—more like runs batted in 
and less like a grand slam—but as the cloud of 
the coronavirus breaks apart, normalcy, along 
with the Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League, 
will win the day. Ё 
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Get back into the swing of things with the 
help of local sports organizations 

It was a different kind of coming out. 
Whether you’re gay or straight, you went 
through it, and just recently, too. It began be- 
hind your ears, the first time you felt the skin 
there go soft even as a thin band of skin on 
each index finger went taut. The permanent- 
seeming weight that had pressed against your 
nose and mouth for a year was gone, and all 
around you, you saw people-most of them 
wonder-eyed, smiling mimics of yourself-also 
holding just-removed surgical masks in front 
of their chests. As if learning how, you inhaled 
through your nostrils, and what entered your 
arid lungs wasn't air—well, not just air-it was 
something you hadn’t breathed in fourteen 
months. 

It was the sweet, sweet scent of normalcy. 

When you squinted into a mirror at the 
unmasked marvel blinking back at you, you 
might have noticed that the You of Spring 2021 
was three tads heavier than the You of 2020, 
and if you did, you weren’t alone. According to 
a recent Harris Poll conducted by the Ameri- 
can Psychological Association, most Ameri- 
cans reported some unwanted weight gain 
while enduring lockdown, with 42% of those 
adding thirty pounds or more. If your wish now 
is to burn calories while re-acquainting your- 
self with your fellow ex-troglodytes, Lavender 
Magazine’s shmoozy fitness team can provide 
some friendly recommendations. 

Outwoods offers a forum “to publicize 
quality, enjoyable, non-competitive, outdoor 
recreational activities.” What makes Outwoods 
distinctive from other recreational groups is its 
lack of organization. That doesn’t mean Out- 
woods doesn’t make its bed or iron its clothes 
in the morning; that means that individual 
members post Vitamin-D-friendly events, and 
whichever other members are interested show 
up at the established time. Structurally, Out- 
woods is anarchy without the chaos. Affirms 
the its website, “The one principle underlying 
all Outwoods activities is volunteerism: the suc- 
cess of the club depends on the willingness of 
people to organize activities.” 
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Minneapolis-Saint Paul Frontrunners 
is the Minnesota chapter of a International 
Frontrunners which describes itself as “an 
all-inclusive running and walking club for per- 
sons who identify as LGBTQ+ and their allies 
in the Twin Cities metro area.” Anyone whose 
mobility level ranges from Cheetah to Glacier 
can be accommodated. MSP Frontrunners pro- 
vides routes, while individual members provide 
bodycentric oomph. A period of socializing fol- 


THE OUT 


lows each excursion, and if that’s the real pur- 
pose of these events, Frontrunners isn’t telling 
(and we're not asking). 

Finally, for the social outworker looking to 
switch elements, we present Minnesota Ice 
Swim Club (as in ‘M-Nice,’ like ‘Minnesota 
Nice,’ as opposed to swimming through really- 
cold, solid water—sometimes known as ‘Min- 
nesota Not-Nice-which all experts recommend 
strongly against). This aqua-club identifies its 


Continued on page 62 
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primary mission as developing “Minnesota Ice 
into one of the premier LGBTQ+ swim clubs in 
the US and abroad. We welcome all, regardless 
of sexual orientation, gender, or ability level. It 
is our hope that all can develop and foster a life- 
long passion for swimming.” For practice ses- 
sions, lanes are divided according to skill level, 
and most workouts include a warm-up, a pre- 
set, a main set, and a cool down. Presumably, 
cool downs are taken particularly seriously by 
a club with the word “Ice” in its name. 

As it billows across the Land of 10,000 
Lakes like an anti-pandemic, adjusting to nor- 
malcy might feel weird—like coming out, like 
re-learning to breathe-but these leagues are 
there to remind you that whether you're ad- 
justing to the old normal or a new, better nor- 
mal, you needn't do so alone. ll 


www.outwoods.org 

www.mspfrontrunners.org 
infol@mspfrontrunners.org 
www.mniceswimclub.com 
minnesotaiceswimlagmail.com Photo courtesy of BigStock/Maridav 
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MB FOODHOUSE: TAQUITOS 
AND SAFE SPACES 


If you had asked the Kristen Martinez and 
Sean Lindhal of early 2020 what they thought 
they would be doing in June of 2021, they could 
never have guessed that MB Foodhouse would 
be the answer—although every foodie in Min- 
neapolis is lucky that it worked out this way. 
Kristen Martinez, front-person at Moodie Black 
and creator of MB Foodhouse, was nice enough 
to guide me through how she and Lindahl went 
from bandmates to teaming up with Martinez’s 
partner Jamee Varda to make MB Foodhouse a 
reality. 


ONE DREAM DEFERRED, 
ANOTHER PREMATURE 


At the beginning of 2020 Martinez and 
Lindahl were getting ready to take their band, 
Moodie Black, on the road. “We had a new re- 
cord and tour lined up to release weeks before 
the first major shutdowns,” Martinez says, 
“everything we had going was cancelled as a 
result.” As the months wore on and it became 
clear that live music would not be back any time 
soon, Martinez realized that she had to find 
something else to do: but what? 

“MB Foodhouse came into fruition because 
of the Pandemic,” Martinez says, “I have been a 
cook my entire life, primarily at home, but also 
I have worked on taco trucks in L.A., and a few un ; Sp 5 талы 

oto courtes SE 5 - SIT + GE 
places in the cities as a line and prep cook.” With 4 араласа злу чс сй SE EE 


one dream suddenly on hold—a dream Marti- 
nez and Lindahl had been building for the last 
decade—it was time to revisit a different dream. 

MB Foodhouse seemed destined to succeed. 
Fans of Moodie Black’s music were incredibly 
supportive. “Thanks to our supporters and fol- 
lowing with MB we were also able to raise a little 
bit of funding to get things started," Martinez 
explains. ^We just wanted to fill a hole we think 
exists in the Cities that offers scratch made Tex 
Mex with a focus on simple breakfast tacos... 
and more," says Martinez. 

Initially MB  Foodhouse operated—and 
thrived—solely through pop-ups. Then one day, 
during her usual post-run chat with the owner of 


Continued on page 66 
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Five-Watt coffee, Martinez realized 
that MB Foodhouse could have ac- 
cess to a regular physical space if 
they wanted it. 

“One thing led to another and 
I couldn’t pass up some opportu- 
nities with Five Watt to bring our 
food spot into a fixed location. It all 
just fell into place,” says Martinez. 
She had considered that she might 
open a restaurant one day, but al- 
ways assumed that it would happen 
“much later than it has.” 


THE GOODIES 

MB Foodhouse has “a simple 
fast casual type vibe, that cooks 
sustainably and with purpose,” 
Martinez explains. They cook oft 
site at a commissary, so there is a 
limited amount of food each day. 
“Make sure to come early!” laughs 
Martinez. 

If you need a little inspiration 
the first time you go to MB Food- 


Learn more at 
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house, we recommend starting 
with anything involving the cho- 
rizo. Chorizo at MB Foodhouse is 
all house made with New Mexico 
red chili sourced directly from the 
Southwest. The breakfast tacos 
are also an MB Foodhouse gold 
standard - flavorful and just the 
right amount of fuel to get your day 
started. 

Above anything else, though, 
Martinez recommends the ta 
quitos. “It’s our ode to my home- 
town of El Paso,” she says, “They 
are small, rolled tacos filled with 
beef/potato/onion and baked ‘til 
crunchy. We top them with cheese 
and pour a red sauce on top.” That 
red sauce is something special— 
made with the same red chili in 
the chorizo. The taquitos are then 
topped with pork drippings, MB 
Slaw, and roasted garlic poblano 
crema, making a dish that is as aes- 
thetically pleasing as it is tasty. 


Continued on page 68 
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BEING THE CHANGE 

“A big part of the foodhouse 
is centered on trying to foster an 
inclusive space,” Martinez says, 
“Many places talk about being inclu- 
sive but it’s a truly difficult thing to 
maintain...[W]e are trying to be a 
bit more aggressive in our approach 
to demanding respect for LGBTQ/ 
BIPOC humans in our space, by be- 
ing vocal and sharing content on a 
weekly basis that reminds our cus- 
tomers to be mindful." 

This stance of radical inclusiv- 
ity will not surprise anyone familiar 
with Moodie Black. “The Food- 
house is also an extension of the 
work we do with Moodie Black and 
our...podcasts,” Martinez says. 
Martinez has two podcasts: Trans- 
demic, which focuses on educating 
people about trans experiences 
and telling trans stories; and Mood- 
house, which is an art and culture 
podcast. “[We use] our podcast 
platforms to have conversations 


with other POC people and margin- 
alized groups,” explains Martinez. 

MB Foodhouse has also hit the 
streets to show their support, occa- 
sionally bringing food out for pro- 
testors. “I try to balance my safety 
as a transwoman with being sup- 
portive. It’s a difficult space to be 
at times,” explains Martinez, “I’m 
happy that the trial turned out as it 
did...but there are many cases left 
to be rectified.” 

One thing is for sure: MB Food- 
house is a great spot for more than 
just breakfast tacos. Go there for 
the good food. Stay there for the 
good vibes. “We just want the cit- 
ies to know that we are an inclusive 
space and hope queer people can 
find us a bit of a safe haven to have 
great food!" ll 


MB Foodhouse 

(612) 217-0735 

3346 Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis, 
MN 55408 
www.mbfoodhouse.com 


Photo courtesy of Becca Dilley 
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JAKEENO 9: ITALIAN COOKING 
THAT TASTES LIKE HOME 


The Twin Cities has plenty of options for Ital- 
ian American staples like pizza and pasta, but 
Jakeeno’s is one of the best. This popular family- 
owned restaurant has a nearly fifty-year legacy 
to back up its status as a local favorite for carbo- 
loading and comfort food alike. Jakeeno’s menu 
features an expansive set of dishes, all of which 
have a home cooked quality that will transport 
you right back to your childhood kitchen ta- 
ble—assuming your parents were good cooks. 
Patty Keegan, one of the two current owners, 
was kind enough to explain a bit of Jakeeno’s 
history for me and walk me through some of the 
restaurant’s most popular menu items. 

Jakeeno’s was opened by Jack Keegan— 
Patty’s father—on December 26, 1975. “The 
name Jakeeno’s come from our Dad’s name: 
Jack Keegan,” explains Keegan, “It was too 
Irish sounding, so our Great Aunt had the idea 
to squish it together.” Jack ran the business for 
decades until eventually his daughters, Patty 
and Amy, bought it. The two sisters have been 
running Jakeeno’s side by side for the last twen- 
ty years. 

Patty and Amy knew when they took over 
the restaurant that they were not going to 
change much. The two have been committed 
to sticking to the recipes that made Jakeeno’s a 
success from the beginning. “[Our Dad] worked 
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hard on all the recipes with the help of local chef 
Vera Meyer,” says Keegan, “The secret recipes 
include the lasagna sauce, pizza sauce, pasta 
sauce, fresh sausage, and the dough.” 

Even if the item you order from Jakeeno’s 
does not feature a secret recipe (although those 
definitely live up to the hype), you are sure to be 
happy with your meal. Jakeeno’s is best known 
for its pizza, though, so if you are new to the 
restaurant, that is a great place to start. We rec- 
ommend trying out one of their specialty pies— 
especially the all-around customer favorite: The 
House Special. This cheesy wonder is loaded up 
with sausage, pepperoni, and mushroom and is 
a best seller for a reason. 
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There are also a wide variety of mouth-wa- 
tering pastas on the menu. Keegan says that the 
Chicken Florentine is one of their best sellers 
and insists that “you can’t go wrong with a plate 
of spaghetti.” With a secret sauce featured heav- 
ily in this dish, who are we to argue? 

There are also several salads and hoagies 
on the menu and—my favorite—desserts. Once 
again every choice is a good choice: from the 
classic chocolate chip cookies to the salted cara- 
mel cheesecake to the chocolate mocha layer 
cake and even homemade walnut brownies. 

Jakeeno’s has suffered the same pandemic- 
related blow that restaurants across town have 
suffered this year. “COVID has had a dramatic 


ы 
и 
k 
Sr 
p 
be 
É 
He 
a 


SÉ 


Photos courtesy of Jakeeno's 


effect,” says Keegan, “Our dining room is closed 
and because of the 6ft distance needed it is hard 
to justify opening up with a few tables.” They 
have been able to keep their business running 
through pickup and delivery orders but are 
ready to start seeing their customers in person 
again. As the state opens, Keegan hopes that 
eventually she will be able to open for in-person 
dining. “We are hoping sometime in the Spring 
we can safely open and include limited patio 
seating,” she says. 

Jakeeno’s has been an integral part of its 
community for decades—not only as a place to 
enjoy hearty, reasonably-priced meals, but also 
through its participation in several community 
organizations. This year especially, Patty and 
Amy felt the appreciation of their community 
coming back at them. “We just are grateful for 
the support for the entire community during 
this time,” says Keegan, “It has been a challenge 
for everyone and we look forward to the day 
when some of this can be behind us. The future 
will be brighter when we all work together!" ll 


Jakeeno's 

3555 Chicago Ave. S., Mpls. 
(612) 825-6827 
www.jakeenos.com 
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MOTHER CLUCKING 


The Nicollet Diner and the attached Muffin 
Top Café are an iconic pair—and they are about 
to be separated. Before you get too worried, let 
us put your minds at ease: neither restaurant is 
closing and both will be paired with new con- 
cepts that you are just as sure to love. 

The Nicollet Diner, the brainchild of local 
restauranteur Sam Turner, is the only 24-hour 
diner in Minneapolis. That claim to fame; com- 
bined with its classic, perfectly crafted break- 
fast items like chicken and waffles, biscuits 
and gravy, and the ever-popular All-American 
Breakfast, has made it the gold standard of 
the Minneapolis breakfast scene for its entire 
six-year lifespan. Combined with Muffin Top 
Café, which shares a building with The Nicol- 
let Diner, this duo of breakfast-y goodness is a 
force to be reckoned with. 

Never one to rest on his laurels, Turner de- 
cided to use the success of The Nicollet Diner 
and Muffin Top Café to bring Minneapolis 
two new concepts: Mother Cluckers Pizza and 
Roxy’s Cabaret. Turner purchased the old Ich- 
iban building last year and his plan to expand 
was put in motion. Muffin Top Café will stay 
where it has always been and will now share 
space with Mother Cluckers Pizza. The Nicol- 
let Diner will move to the new location and will 
be joined by Roxy’s Cabaret. 

Turner is excited about pairing Muffin Top 
Café and Mother Cluckers Pizza. “We have 


NIGHTLIFE 
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always sought a larger space for Muffin Top 
Café and this shuffle allows us to allocate more 
space to it,” says Turner, “The remaining space 
will be Mother Cluckers...[W]e are going [in] 
that direction...because Loring Park does not 
have a neighborhood pizza joint." 

Pizza will be the main feature at Mother 
Cluckers, but there are plenty of other menu 
items to choose from. “Mother Cluckers Pizza 
will specialize in homemade pizza, broasted 
chicken, family style sides and oven toasted 
Hoagies," says Turner, “Pizza and broasted 
chicken is...something I am very experienced 
in and something I knew we could execute ex- 
tremely well." 

Moving The Nicollet Diner was an easy 
choice after Turner bought the old Ichiban 
space. Combining it with a concept like Roxy's 
Cabaret is a dream come true. “I’ve always 
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been an enormous fan of stage entertainment, 
specifically female impersonation,” says Turn- 
er, “I am deeply involved in and love that scene 
so felt Roxy’s Cabaret was the ideal concept to 
pair with The Nicollet Diner and the Cocktail 
Lounge and outdoor patios on the 2nd and 3rd 
floor.” 

There are some exciting changes coming to 
The Nicollet Diner menu. “We are really look- 
ing forward to expanding the dinner menu to 
be geared more towards the dinner theatre ex- 
perience we are tailoring for Roxy’s Cabaret,” 
says Turner, “We are raising the bar on our 
cocktail game across the board and will focus 
on cultivating a craft cocktail menu to rival any 
fine dining restaurant or cocktail lounge.” If 
you want to get a feel for the changes, previews 
are currently available at The Nicollet Diner 
and Muffin Top Café. 

All of Turner’s restaurant projects are 
queer-friendly, but it is important to him that 
everyone feels welcome in the spaces he cre- 
ates. He hopes that Roxy’s is a place that ap- 
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peals to all communities—not just the LGBTQ 
community. “With our ‘come as you are’ culture 
we work to create fun and safe spaces for all of 
our friends and neighbors so we tend to be a 
destination for the queer community,” he ex- 
plains, “I would not describe our establishment 
as queer per se, but we definitely do a lot of 
queer stuff! We work to support the LGBTQIA 
community through fundraising, events, and 
any way we can!” 

In spite of the excitement surrounding the 
upcoming restaurants, Turner was the first to 
say that keeping his restaurants thriving dur- 
ing the pandemic was a struggle—and one 
that was only survivable because of the strong 
community built around The Nicollet Diner 
and Muffin Top Café. “As a small business, we ) 
relied on our staff, neighbors, vendors and de- 
livery partners to help us stay afloat. They have 


come through with over whelming support, We stop by The Nicollet Diner or Muffin Top Café. py—and full. And keep your eye out on the new 
could not do it without them. | Whether you order one of the preview items or space, so you can be one of the first in line for 
Next time you are in the neighborhood, stik to the classics, you are sure to leave hap- Roxy’s Cabaret when it opens this summer. ll 


1. 
H 


dm m and Dion Coker. Photo St of Sam Turner. 


-— m т 


A 


а 


% 
SINSE 5%; NEE ë 
SI ug Á. 


Meet our new Mediterranean Bowls! 
Available June 8th 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 75 


PRIDE 


2021 


NIGHTLIFE 
* By Brett Burger ° 


LUNA MUSE 


When the pandemic hit in March of 2020, no one knew how bad it would be. 


That sentence alone has been typed out 
in numerous articles, news stories, and social 
media posts, however that’s because of how se- 
vere and true it was. I admit, I was one too who 
thought it would last a few weeks and then we'd 
be back to work in no time. The whole world 
shut down including countless industries— 
drag being one of them. Luna Muse was also 
one of those people who was stunned at how 
everything progressed. 

Luna, whose real identity is Cam Pederson, 
grew up as a theatre kid before diving into 
drag and has been performing on stages since 
fifth grade. She had experience when it came 
to dabbling in drag here and there with roles 
including witches and old ladies in children’s 
theatre, however drag was always something 
she wanted to try. After being “typed” as a cho- 
rus member one too many times, she decided 
to audition for her university’s Drag show, a 
middle finger to the luck she received in previ- 
ous casting. 

She remembers her first time performing 
in drag and how unglamorous yet hilarious it 
was—performing Katy Perry’s “Chained to the 
Rhythm” in a carpeted conference room. Per- 
forming for the first time in a large audience 
was both electrifying and scary. 

“There’s a certain power to Drag Artistry 
and I think it’s important to use that presence 
in a positive and fierce way,” Luna said. “The 
first time I had ever performed to a gay bar was 
when I started competing at amateur nights.” 

Luna Muse has come a long way since 
that fateful Katy Perry performance. However 
that’s when the pandemic hit and halted every- 
thing. Luna went from hustling—working 40 
hours a week, attending auditions every other 
week and performing in drag amateur nights 
at least twice a month. Then brakes came on. 

“I was selfishly upset because having just 
moved to Minneapolis in mid 2019, I felt my 
momentum was picking up speed,” Luna said. 
“Т had bookings, competitions, and shows lined 
up in the theatre and drag world.” 

Thankfully, due to Luna’s collegiate training 
being rooted in the art of truly hustling, she 
naturally has a need to always be busy. Which 
is why Luna took the pandemic as a time to 
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hone in on her craft more, making lemonade 
out of lemons, whether they be sour or not. She 
spent the next few weeks amping up her social 
media presence, creating performances for 
digital events, utilizing her video editing skills, 
and more. 

I first discovered Cam did drag as Luna 
when a friend sent me her Halloween project 
and from then on I became a fan. 

“As a ‘witchy’ gal, I was really bummed at 
the fate of Halloween this past year so I hit the 
books and flicks and created a quaint video 
series I titled Witchy Film Study,” Luna ex- 
plained. The project was inspired by her favor- 
ite films that translated directly into the drag 
she’s created. The deep dive research includes 
musings from movies like The Craft, The Witch- 
es, Hocus Pocus and The Wizard of Oz. 

Fast forward to May of 2021, the pandemic 
is slowing down with a majority of the country 
quickly becoming vaccinated, and with the re- 
cent mask mandate being lifted by the CDC. 
Luna has begun performing in person again, 
with the proper safety measures in place. Luna 
was featured in a recent WandaVision themed 


drag brunch. It became a viral sensation when 
Elizabeth Olsen, who stars as Wanda, spoke 
about it in an Entertainment Weekly interview. 
With that comes even more reopening of queer 
spaces, theatres, art venues, and more. I spoke 
with Luna more about what the future of these 
spaces look like. 

“I think we are entering an era where em- 
ployers won't be able to get away with inequi- 
table work environments. If you are a queer 
space, then [issues] like racism, transphobia 
and mysogyny can not fly,” Luna said. “I do be- 
lieve that spaces need to start doing the work to 
incorporate today's mentalities about how staff, 
performers, and patrons want to be treated." 

As I finished my conversation with Luna, I 
wanted to ask her a really important question. I 
tend to interview а lot of queer people, and I am 
fascinated with everyone's answer when I ask 
them: what does pride mean to you? 

"Pride to me is an acknowledgement of his- 
tory that has allowed someone like me to get 
up on stage and safely perform in drag. Pride 
is a celebration of the BIPOC brothers and 
sisters that have fought before us, so that our 
generation has it better than theirs—it's a cycle 
of bettering the lives of LGBTQIA- individuals 
so they may live in a more equal era," Luna pas- 
sionately said. “I am proud to have the oppor- 
tunity to meet so many amazing Transgender 
people who are the definition of inspirational. 
I come from a very small town up in northern 
[Minnesota], so I thrive to educate and grow 
the minds of my friends and family who aren't 
exposed to the rich diversity somewhere like 
Minneapolis has to offer. THAT makes me 
proud—to know that this kooky and vampy gal 
named Luna Muse is more than another living 
doll." 

If there is anything that Luna has taken 
away from this year—it's that drag is here to 
stay. Drag artists and the queer community 
in general are resilient, no matter the circum- 
stances. From digital performing, to perform- 
ing with plexiglass and a face mask, drag art- 
ists have learned that they will always adapt to 
continue doing what they love. 

You can follow Luna Muse on Instagram at 
@TheLunaMuse. ll 
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SYRACUSE, SCHENECTADY, UT 


( & A with Utica Queen from RuPaul’s Drag Race 


Self described on Twitter as the “Twin Cit- 
ies wacky waving inflatable arm tube Queen”, 
Utica Queen made heads turn on season 13 
of RuPaul’s Drag Race with incredible runway 
looks and a quirky personality. 

Utica Queen, or simply Utica, hails from 
Utica, Minnesota, a town with a population of 
291 wedged between Rochester and Winona in 
the southeastern part of the state. Nowadays, 
the 26 year-old calls Minneapolis home. 

On the latest cycle of Drag Race, Utica won 
one maxi challenge and received plenty of criti- 
cism from viewers on social media, particularly 
after the comedy roast episode. 

I chatted with Utica to see what she would 
do differently during her run on Drag Race. 
I also pry in on her dating life with another 
queen, Olivia Lux. 

Mike Marcotte (MM): Utica Queen! If you had 


to choose one word to describe your experi- 
ence on Drag Race, what would it be, and why? 


Utica Queen (UQ): If I was going to choose 
a word that describes my Drag Race experi- 
ence it would be inspiring. Thirteen amazing 
artists were put in quarantine to create magic 
during the height of the global pandemic. That 
is something truly inspiring and it was a special 
one of a kind experience. 


MM: Your sleeping bag runway will go down as 
one of the best looks in Drag Race history. You 
even helped the other queens during that chal- 
lenge. Who taught you how to sew? And who 
inspires your aesthetic? 

UQ: Some very kind words, thank you! I 
learned how to sew throughout my work-study 
in the Hamline University costume shop. From 
there I honed my new skills while being in- 
spired by artists such as Kandinsky and erte! 
MM: What would you have done differently in 
the competition? І know you posted an apology 
on Twitter after the comedy roast.... 


UQ: I would've definitely have learned how 
to cook because that roast was burnt! 

MM: Would you do it again? What if Ru calls 
you for All Stars...would you go? 

UQ: I would love to do Drag Race again and 
All Stars would be incredible! I feel like the 
world has not seen enough of Utica and I would 
love to be a part of an amazing cast again! 
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Utica, Minnesota native Ethan Mundt is better known as 
Utica Queen. The 26 year-old made the top six in season 
13 of "RuPaul's Drag Race" Photo credit: Eric Magnussen 


MM: Because you never really answered on the 
show, I have to ask. Have you smoked weed? 


UQ: [answers in emoji-like faces] 

MM: Now that the season is over, what's next? 
Are you planning to stay in Minneapolis? 

UQ: Now that the season is over I’m plan- 
ning to create the best work that I can here, 
there and everywhere! Whether it be in Min- 
neapolis or not I want to keep making art any- 
where I can. 

MM: And | hear there was a date with Olivia 
Lux. Is that romance still a thing? 

UQ: Let’s just say that Olivia Lux gives the 
best hugs! 

MM: And maybe related...but someone wanted 


me to ask you. Do you get more guys throwing 
themselves at you because of Drag Race? 


UQ: I actually wouldn’t know, quarantine 
and COVID restrictions prevent most of the 
boy throwing. 

MM: What would you do if you weren't per- 
forming drag? 

UQ: If I wasn’t performing drag, I’d be cre- 
ating costumes and fashion looks and be build- 
ing installation pieces. 

MM: What do the folks back in Utica, Minne- 
sota think of you putting their little town on 
the map? Do you hear from them? 

UQ: I have heard from individuals from my tiny 
farm hometown. They’re so proud and I couldn’t 
be happier representing my tiny farm town. 


Is Utica "RuPaul's Drag Race" dating fellow contestant 
Olivia Lux? Lavender chats with the Minneapolis-based 
queen to get the tea. Photo credit: Eric Magnussen 


MM: Minnesota's LBGT community is reading. 
Anyone or any place you'd like to send some 
love to? 

UQ: Га like to send some love to my won- 
derful LGBT community that has supported 
me throughout this whole journey and to those 
who have given me so much encouragement 
and strength to be the best version of myself I 
could possibly imagine! 


MM: Anything else you want to share? 

UQ: Stay tuned for more art and always 
remember to be yourself, even if you're a little 
weird! 

It’s uncertain why RuPaul used New York 
State names to introduce the Minnesota-native 
Utica. Perhaps “Syracuse, Schenectady, Utica” 
was more elegant than “Gaylord, Nimrod, Uti- 
ca”. 

Utica is not the first Minnesota-based drag 
queen to compete on Drag Race. BeBe Zahara 
Benet is the original winner of the show and 
currently lives in Minneapolis. Manila Luzon 
was on season 3, All Stars 1 and All Stars 4 and 
is originally from Cottage Grove. And during 
season 11, Minneapolis queen Mercedes Iman 
Diamond showcased true opulence. ll 


This interview has been edited for length and 
clarity. You can read Mike s interview with BeBe 
Zahara Benet on his website, www.givemethe- 
mike.com. 
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STAY: 


THE ELLIOT PARK HOTEL 


A proper getaway doesn’t always have to 
involve putting many miles between you and 
your home. Sometimes, all you need is a neat 
space with different windows to look out. A 
chance to look at your city from a new angle— 
at different altitude. 

For me personally, I needed a place where 
I could hunker down and start compiling Lav- 
ender’s annual Pride Edition—a (wonderful) 
behemoth of a task. I sought a comfortable 
workspace; I needed solitude. And food. 

The Elliot delivered. 

Hit 5th street if you’re coming from the 
south on 35W-and you're already there. It's 
named for the neighborhood it sits in, and the 
highway offramp leads you to straight the 
front entrance of the newly constructed (2018) 
property. The Elliot offers both uncovered and 
secured, underground parking, for a reason- 
able, daily rate. 

I parked and made the short trip into the 
hotel's lobby. Tall ceilings; a grand staircase; 
fine finishes; and the bar/restaurant carry you 
toward the check-in desk. I was introduced to 
Elizabeth, whose kindness and attentiveness 
set the tone of omni-present regard. 

I was invited to experience the hygge (Dan- 
ish and Norwegian word describing a mood of 
coziness and comfortable conviviality with feel- 
ings of wellness and contentment) life, a theme 
Гуе seen carried throughout other Autograph 
Collection properties—and well executed at 
this one. 

In a prior stay, I checked into a single suite 
for a night’s stay. This trip, I was booked in a 
corner suite—for a two-day work-a-thon. 

I settled into my third-floor suite and im- 
mediately fell in love with the lack of clutter. 
Unlike many over-furnished hotel suites, this 
room had simple, necessary furniture and it 
had space. Good old, wide-open space. 

Windows on Fifth. 

The room is brought to life with a plentiful 
array of massive windows. Being a corner suite, 
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you get the one-two punch of natural light and 
downtown people watching. The bathroom is 
beautifully simple—a wall-flush walk-in shower 
opposite an ultra-modern vanity. A full-size tub 
faces wall-sized, picture window. 

After I settled in, I met with Elliot Park's 
General Manager, Jordan Stokes, who took me 
on a tour of the property and showed me the 
versatility their spaces offer. A ballroom, meet- 


ing rooms—gathering spaces for any occasion. 
Many of the spaces can be transformed to suit 
the needs of guests. The Elliot offers a modern 
and elegant feel—without going over the top. 
It'd be a great place to take those photos you'll 
be looking at for a lifetime. 

The Elliot Park Hotel has a clean, better- 
than-most-hotels gym, and top-notch dining. 

On my first night, I kept it simple: I headed 


down to Tavola, the in-house bar/restaurant, 
and ordered a wood-fired pizza. I chomped 
away on a few pieces while I took in my well- 
finished surroundings and perused the menu 
for my next day’s trip to Tavola. 

Night two followed a full day of hygge-style 
work. I headed downstairs for my 7:00 reserva- 
tion, already knowing full well what I was go- 
ing to order. I had the New York Strip, cooked 
medium. My steak arrived on a curiously tasty 
bed of potatoes. Not mashed or fried—but 
good. I bit into a perfectly seared and accurate- 
ly cooked steak, and it was worth the day Га 
spent thinking about it. 

I headed back upstairs for a second night 
in my comfortable, borrowed bed. I turned on, 
and immediately ignored my favorite garbage 
cable television show, and turned my attention 
to the downtown view. I fell asleep to the damp- 
ened sounds of the city—and for a second 
night, I slept well. ll 
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PRIDE JOURNEY: ATLANTA 


Almost everyone has been to Atlanta at 
some point or another. Whether for a confer- 
ence or just passing through the Hartsfield- 
Jackson airport—the busiest airport in the 
world—Atlanta sees more than 100 million visi- 
tors per year. As the largest city in Georgia and 
one of the largest in the country by population, 
Atlanta has exploded to become an economic 
powerhouse. Skyscrapers are popping up in 
many areas of the city and many Fortune 500 
companies have a presence in the region. Of 
course, the city is known for their hometown fa- 
vorites: Coca-Cola, Delta Airlines, and Turner 
Broadcasting System, which was founded by 
none other than Ted Turner, who’s name is ev- 
erywhere in Atlanta. Turner has a downtown 
street named after him as well as three name- 
sake restaurants—Ted’s Montana Grill—just in 
the Atlanta city limits. 

Not too far from the downtown restaurant 
is Centennial Olympic Park, home of the 1996 
summer Olympics. The park is adjacent to 
three other incredible attractions: the Georgia 
Aquarium, World of Coca-Cola and National 
Center for Civil & Human Rights. 

On this visit, I decided to first swing by 
World of Coca-Cola, which gives visitors a won- 
derful overview of the history of the brand, 
talks about the secret formula and of course of- 
fers the opportunity to sample Coca-Cola prod- 
ucts from around the world. If you time your 
visit right, you may even get a chance to take a 
picture with their mascot, the Polar Bear. 

Next, I stopped by the National Center for 
Civil & Human Rights, a museum I had visited 
in the past. This time I was given a tour by the 
Executive Director for the LGBTQ Institute 
at the museum. Although the Center doesn't 
have a specific LGBTQ exhibition, it does talk 
about the fight for LGBTQ rights throughout 
the years. The Center also houses the largest 
collection of papers and artifacts of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Л., and has recently expanded 
their offerings to include a human rights train- 
ing program for law enforcement officials as 
well as Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DET) 
experiences for workplaces. 

One of my favorite things about Atlanta is 
MARTA, their public transportation system. It 
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Kimpton Sylvan Hotel. Photo courtesy of Joey Amato. 


is one of the most efficient and inexpensive in 
the country, easily connecting travelers from 
the airport to all parts of the city including 
Buckhead, where I was staying for this visit. 

While the Buckhead neighborhood isn't 
known for its LGBTQ nightlife, it is however 
known for its abundance of luxury shopping. 
Lenox Square is one of the most upscale malls 
in the country and boasts retail boutiques in- 
cluding Fendi, Louis Vuitton, and Prada. Don't 
forget to bring your credit card! 

The reason I chose to stay in Buckhead is 
because I wanted to check out the brand new 
Kimpton Sylvan Hotel. The mid-century mod- 
ern property is a short ride, or 20-minute walk 


Joey at World of Coca Cola and Georgia Aquarium. 
Photo courtesy of Joey Amato. 


to the MARTA station and features a rooftop 
bar, daily social hour with complimentary wine 
as well as a 24-hour fitness center with Peloton 
bikes for those looking to work off some calo- 
ries. Speaking of food, I would highly recom- 
mend the Charred Cauliflower + Cucumber 
from Willow Bar located just outside the hotel 
lobby. 


The Kimpton brand is known for being one 
of the most LGBTQ-inclusive hotel brands in 
the country so whenever I have the chance 
to stay at one of their properties, I usually do. 
They are also a global partner of IGLTA. 

This September, Atlanta will host the IGL- 
TA Global Convention. The International LG- 
BTQ+ Travel Association will welcome guests 
from around the globe to midtown Atlanta for 
possibly the first in-person LGBTQ conven- 
tion since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Registration is now open through the IGLTA 
website. I’ve been to this convention numerous 
times and can’t wait to see all my friends and 
colleagues in the same room once again. 

Midtown Atlanta is the epicenter of LG- 
BTQ culture and nightlife in Atlanta. There 
is no lack of bars and restaurants here. Some 
standouts include Joe’s on Juniper, Blake’s on 
the Park, and My Sister’s Room, a two-story 
lesbian-owned dance bar which has become a 
favorite among Atlanta’s LGBTQ community. 

The Midtown neighborhood is also known 
as the cultural hub of the city with over 25 dif- 
ferent arts and cultural venues and more than 


National Center for Civil & Human Rights. Photo courtesy of Joey Amato. 


Hawks View Gates 


— dreamers шеісоте-- 


Our nine distinctive cottages and 
lodges are crafted high up onto steep 
wooded bluffs, with hawk’s eye views 


of the Mississippi River and 
Old Fountain City, Wisconsin. 


ee CON NUCH on page 88 


Pamela Petersen, Agent 
Pamela M. Petersen Agency LLC 
Bus: (651) 439-8442 
ppeters]@amfam.com 
Stillwater, MN 55082 


Guests check in at our Seven Hawks Vineyards tasting 
room, wine shop and wine bar in downtown 
Fountain City, Wisconsin. 


651-293-0803 or ' ШМ 
866-293-0803 шы 
Hawksview.net PA Suites 


Fountain City, WI 


AMERICAN FAMILY INSURANCE IS PROUD TO SUPPORT 
2021 TWIN CITIES PRIDE 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
J INSURANCE | 


® 
Insure carefully, dream fearlessly. 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 87 


30 permanent performing arts groups resid- 
ing in the area including the Grammy-winning 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, and the world- 
renowned High Museum of Art. 

Not too far away is Zoo Atlanta, an AZA 
accredited facility that is home to over 1,000 
animals. Having a deep love for animals, I de- 
cided to take the elephant encounter, a one- 
hour experience that gives visitors a behind- 
the-scenes look at how zoo staff care for these 
majestic animals. During the program, we 
learned about the elephant’s behaviors and 
even had the opportunity to feed them. In this 
case, Tara was especially fond of the lettuce 
that I was giving her. 

After touring the zoo, head over to Guac y 
Margys, an LGBTQ-owned restaurant located 
along the Atlanta BeltLine’s Eastside Trail. 
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Fall panoramic of the Midtown Atlanta arts district featuring MODA and the High Museum of Art on Peachtree 


Street. Photo courtesy of Joey Amato 


Everything I tried here was on point, from the 
house made guacamole to the slow roasted pork 
tacos. If you are in the mood to sample a variety 
of different cuisine, check out Ponce City Mar- 
ket, located in the historic Sears, Roebuck & 
Co. building. The indoor/outdoor market offers 
dozens of dining and retail options including my 
favorite, Botiwalla Indian Street Food. 


Atlanta is truly a multi-cultural destination 
that needs to be explored in its entirety. Ven- 
ture away from the tourist-focused neighbor- 
hoods and meet the locals. You are sure to find 
surprises around every corner. 

To learn more, visit https://discoveratlanta. 
com/ li 
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TASTES LIKE CHICKEN 


An army travels on its stomach, according 
to French Emperor Napoleon, who probably 
carried a Michelin Guide into battle. So do to- 
day’s tourists. Culinary travel is the hot new 
quest. And while that may include pastries in 
Paris, paella in Barcelona and pierogi in Po- 
land, there’s also a whole world of uniquely lo- 
cal specialties awaiting those who venture off 
the guidebooks’ mainstream listings. 

My very first press trip was to Italy, where 
a walking tour led us to a harbor where fisher- 
men showed off their virility by eating a whole 
sardine—raw. Who answered their dare to do 
the same? Well, if you’re reading this story, you 
know the answer. (At least sushi is served sans 
fins and tails.) 

It happened again in Korea, while visiting 
a fish market. A lady vendor—clad in rubber 
apron and boots, who would look equally as 
foreboding as a prison warden—thrust pieces 
of raw fish at us, along with cups of high-octane 
soju. Wicked combination, we all discovered as 
we spent that afternoon’s plane ride heaving in 
the bathroom. 

Korea’s Asian neighbors provided ample 
first-time ops, too, starting with a whole animal 
being barbecued on a spit in a Vietnamese open 
market. It wasn’t a hog, however, although it 
rhymes with it. If you care to experiment fur- 
ther with dining on household pets, head to 
Peru, where guinea pig prevails on many a 
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menu, served whole, barbecue-style. 

In China, street vendors manned charcoal 
braziers roasting kebabs of...cockroaches. 
Can’t pass that up! Nor the nearby café’s menu 
offering of “beating heart of duck” (Yes, I or- 


dered it. To my regret.) To make up for it, the 
next day I went all-out for Peking duck, just be- 
cause you cannot leave Peking (now Beijing) 
without savoring its most famous dish. That 
would be like claiming to be gluten-intolerant 
in Naples and settling for consommé instead of 
the world’s best pizza. 

In Malaysia, it’s an honor to be served the 
entire (huge, plate-sized) head of the local fish. 
Etiquette requires one to eat the eyeballs first. 

You might think that the British Empire 
would be safe from culinary risks—but 
then, you might not have been to Scotland. 
Enjoy that plate of haggis, but don’t ask 
until afterwards what-all is present in the 
container—a sheep’s stomach—in which 
it’s served. 

Sheeps’ lesser parts make you queasy? 
Then perhaps you may not enjoy Iceland’s 
specialty, either—the balls that make a sheep 
aram. No need for a passport to try those body 
parts, however; they’re served (mostly to tour- 
ists) in our own cowboy-country kitchens as 


prairie oysters. Those same Texas kitchens 
will offer rattlesnake as well, but not to worry: 
tastes just like chicken (which of course is the 
standard description of any unfamiliar food). 

Continue south of the border, and you'll be 
tricked by your evil companions to dig into a 
bowl of those crunchy little bar snacks that are 
identified (after you’ve swallowed, natch) as 
crickets. Or ants. 

But Mexico isn’t the only country where in- 
sects provide your MDR of protein. While hik- 
ing in the rain forest of Australia, our aborigi- 
nal guide plucked lunch off the tree trunks. 
“Witchity grubs,” she explained. Always the 
thoughtful hostess, she asked each of us, 
“Want yours raw or cooked?” 

Australia offers plenty of culinary firsts, 
most of which are delicious—such as kanga- 
roo. Until the time I mistakenly ordered the 
menu’s special, which was ’roo in eucalyptus 
leaves. Eucalyptus, I remembered too late, 
is what makes Vick’s chest rub small so bad. 
Trust me, it tastes worse. Australia’s Moreton’s 
Bay bugs sounded like an item to avoid until I 
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learned that’s what they call those little baby 
lobsters. Yum! Ostrich and ostrich eggs were 
readily available, too (and taste like chicken), 
but these days you can probably also find them 
at Lunds. 

You may recognize bear grease as the quaint 
name of a Duluth marathon. But why waste 
the meat? It’s served, sans grease, in many a 
western dude ranch’s dining room (along with 
elk, bison, boar and what-have-you). I enjoyed 
it most recently, however, in Estonia, where it 
arrived roasted until fork-tender and docile. 

So was the horse meat offered in northern 
Italy, especially when served raw in the thin, 
ruddy slices called carpaccio. Friends loved 
the tastes I offered before I translated what “ca- 
vallo” meant. 

In Canada’s maritime province of Nova Sco- 
tia, I was offered lobster three times a day— 
heavenly! But my driver wouldn't touch it. It's 
what his mom packed in his school lunchbox— 
poor folks’ food—while the rich kids lorded it 
over him with their peanut butter sandwiches. 
He'd never touched the plentiful local oysters, 


either, until I forced one upon him. Then he 
made up for lost time. You have to wonder, 
though: Who, way back when, figured out 
those ugly critters were good to eat? Or snails, 
for that matter? Just garb them in garlic butter 
and of course they taste good. 

So would earthworms, I bet. 

Is there anything I actually loath to eat? 
Yes. Eels. Their taste is remarkably strong and 
supremely oily. I learned that, to my dismay, 
when I was hosted at a special eight-course 
gourmet dinner in Finland —each course of 
which celebrated eel. Enough to make me turn 
vegetarian. 

Speaking of which, I learned fast when din- 
ing in English pubs, that the daily special—al- 
ways “meat and two veg"—that both veggies 
were always potato. It's enough to turn one to 
drink—unless that British drink is shandy— 
half beer, half lemonade: both lovely separate- 
ly, but let's just call it an acquired taste when 
mixed together. But the Irish have got it right 
in the drinks department. That's why they call 
Guinness “mother’s milk." E 
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Estonia is ready for her close-up, and I’m 
here to let the secret out: It’s a dream destina- 
tion for romantics, overflowing with Old World 
charm. Also for those who worship the high- 
tech world of tomorrow. And those who savor 
а land short on tour buses and hordes of selfie 
sticks, where everyone speaks English—plus 
German and Russian, the tongues of the most 
recent invaders, before the Peaceful Revolution 
(achieved, would you believe, by singing) led 
to independence in the ’90s. Plus, prices that 
barely dent the bankroll. 

Tallinn, its capitol, is bursting with energy 
and enterprise now that the land is free. Sea- 
plane Harbor, an attraction aside the Baltic Sea, 
showcases interactive maritime exhibits rang- 
ing from a 16th-century shipwreck (guided by 
vipers as an early navigation tool, since they 
always swam north) to a climb-in submarine, 
bristling with torpedoes. 

Kai Art Center, another harbor resident, 
heralds forward art installations, while Proto In- 
vention Factory celebrates what-if ideas (think 
bicycles creating electricity) via virtual reality. 
Pohjala Brewery aligns flights to complement a 
Russian-influenced menu (ravioli-like pelmeni a 
standout), plus treats from pastry chef Hannah 
(formerly of Patisserie 46!) like seabuckthorn 
donuts and American cornbread. 

Fotografiska anchors Telliskivi Creative 
City, another industrial complex-turned-design 
district. Its reclaimed warehouse pulses with 
coffee shop, bar, forward boutiques, cinema 
and breathtaking photography exhibits. The 
complex, voted Best Place for a First Date, also 
boasts a rooftop restaurant whose creative, 
veggie-forward menu stars plates like roasted 
carrot with hummus and mandarin-seabuck- 
thorn glaze, or potato-celeriac gnocchi in 
bacon-brown butter sauce. Finish the evening 
with a tipple at Juniperium, the area’s new gin 
distillery. 

That’s the Tallinn of today. And tomorrow. 
But the charm of centuries past blooms in Old 
Town, honored as a UNESCO Cultural Heri- 
tage site. Husky medieval walls cradle a tangle 
of cobbled streets radiating from Town Hall 
Square, long the city’s beating heart. 

Peek into the pharmacy in the Town Hall’s 
shadow, in business for 500 years, selling cures 
involving batwings, stallion hooves, dog feces 
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QUEEN OF 


and deer penises. 

The spire beyond it crowns the Dome 
Church of 1236, gleaming with elaborate coats 
of arms. Antiques shops flaunt Nazi and Soviet 
medals and the occasional gas mask (you never 
know....), while St. Catherine’s Passage nearby 
salutes creative female artisans fashioning elite 
couture, leather goods, paper works and fab- 
rics. (Wait till you see my new jacket!) 

Slip back in time to dine at Olde Hansa, 
housed in the manor house of a medieval mer- 
chant, where musicians entertain guests as 
they sup by candlelight on game specialties like 
bear and elk, fortified by homemade schnapps. 

Head next to St. Nicholas, once the wealthi- 
est church in the land and now a museum of 
medieval art. Its showpiece is the cautionary 
Dance of Death, a mural whose grinning skel- 


THE BALTIC 


D 
"otografiska. Photo by Tiina- tina d 


courtesy ofVisi=eSstonia 


etons drag sinning patricians to their fate. 

Weave your way to the hilltop’s golden 
domes of Alexander Nevsky, an Orthodox ca- 
thedral brimming with icons hazy with kisses 
of the devout. Beside it looms the Pepto-pink 
Tompea Castle, where today’s Parliament re- 
sides. 

For a glimpse into the dark years under So- 
viet rule, visit the Occupation Museum and lis- 
ten to first-person accounts of living in terror; 
or pop in, if you dare, to the former KGB prison 
to view its dire cells and torture devices. 

Rejoin sunnier times at Ore to dine on treats 
like sweetbreads in chestnut puree or perch 
with whitefish roe and a would-you-believe-it 
dessert of beets aside caramel cream and cur- 
rent sauce. Or seek out Mekk for a soul-saving 
bowl of rich and creamy salmon chowder, fol- 


lowed by duck with honey-roasted beets in 
spiced pear sauce. 


GET OUT OF TOWN 


Then it’s off to the winter capitol of Otepaa 
to witness the annual sauna marathon, wherein 
teams of four, in outlandish costumes (Fred Flint- 
stone, ballet tutus) vie to spend three steamy min- 
utes in each of 19 saunas within six hours. Vodka 
may be involved. At nearby GMP Puhajarve Res- 
taurant, we conquered winter temps with farm- 
to-table fare like oats risotto with beet leaves and 
homemade chokecherry liqueur. 

Then time for a sauna of our own. Mooska 
Farm, an hour distant, offers an authentic tradi- 
tional, almost mystical, experience in which the 
lady healer/owner guides us through poaching 
in the smoky shadows while she tosses water 
on the stove to create steam. When you can 
bear the heat not a minute longer, step out- 
side and jump into the icy lake (well, the brave 
amongst us do), then—back at it. Rinse and 
repeat, snacking meanwhile on cheeses and 
sausages and such. 


TRAVEL 


Sleep came easily that night, readying us for 
a walk in Meenikunno bog. We strap on what 
look like snowshoes to clamber over the soggy 
turf to an ice-glazed lakefront, where peace and 
quiet reign. Then—cameras ready—we drive 
across the border into a corner of Russia for a 
few minutes, commanded by glaring signs not 
to stop, much less leave our car. Or what? The 
gulag? 

Safe in the home of Sirje, local cheesemak- 
ing champ, we watch her prepare the egg- 
and-butter-rich cheese traditionally served at 
parties, then devour her special fishcakes and 
homemade fruit wines. Sirje quit her job as a 
school cook to follow her dream and launch, 
most successfully, this in-home restaurant, 
Maagokono. 

We're in the region of the Setos now: people 
with their distinct language, costumes and tra- 
ditions, whose Obinitsa Museum reveals their 
artifacts. As we gape in wonder, a young woman 
dons an elaborate wedding costume, weighted 
with impressive jewelry. Then a quartet of Seto 
matrons introduces us to the unique Seto leelo 


singing, proudly intertwining harmonics. 

On to Tartu, Estonia’s second-largest city 
and its famed university, founded in the 17th 
century. Tartu for decades was claimed by the 
Soviets for secret military purposes, allowing 
no one to visit, nor residents to leave. In recent 
years, its plucky citizens have reinvented them- 
selves, turning dreary Soviet housing blocs 
into eco-smart homes and reviving Seto ways, 
the sauna culture, and reverence for nature. It’s 
been chosen as a European Cultural Capitol for 
2024. 

Already it’s home to the blockbuster Esto- 
nian National Museum. This modern treasure 
house unspools the history of its people, be- 
ginning in 8000 B.C., via displays of daily life 
rather than dusty history. It heralds the coun- 
try as a digital innovator, from Skype to satellite 
phones that defied bugging. And it celebrates 
the Singing Revolution that turned the nation’s 
history around. 

Plan your visit with www.visitestonia.com/ 
en before the rest of the world gets in on the 
secret. Ё 
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NORTH SHORE QUARTERLY: 
VISIT DULUTH 


In need of a weekend away? Set your navi 
north, toward Duluth. Following a year’s worth 
of canceled events, I spoke with Visit Duluth’s 
President/CEO Anna Tanski, to see what sum- 
mer 2021 will look like. 


WHAT CLASSIC SUMMERTIME 
EVENTS ARE BEING THIS 
YEAR (BEING THAT SO MANY 
WEREN'T IN 2020)? 


We're very excited to say the answer is al- 
most all of them. And it really kicks off with 
Grandma's Marathon, as sort of the signature 
summer start, and that will be coming up in 
June. And from there we roll right into a steady 
calendar of all of our major signature events: 
The Duluth Air Show, Fourth Fest over the 4th 
of July, which includes hairball at Bayfront Park 
on July 3rd, All Pints North (mid-summer), and 
it really carries all the way into October. All of 
our signature events are planning to take place 
as of now. 


ANY NEW EVENTS PLANNED 
FOR 2021? 


There are; there's several. So, this is the year 
of Dylan, because Bob Dylan is turning 80. So, 
there is Dylan Fest, which is held in May—but 
they're now going to have a yearlong celebra- 
tion, not just in Duluth, but really across the 
entire [iron]range...it's going to be a year filled 
with a lot of celebrating of Bob Dylan. 
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The Duluth Superior Film Festival has 
moved from a late May event into the third 
weekend in August, to combine with Art in 
Bayfront Park, which is a huge outdoor art fair. 
And so they're combining to celebrate more of a 
broader picture of what art is, and its creation. 
And so we're really excited to see what that's go- 
ing to look like because it will be the first time 
they've come together to really do that. 


HOW HAS THE PANDEMIC 
AFFECTED TOURISM? 


It's been really challenging, like so many 
other parts of our state and around the country 


aru ER TRADING 


aa Photos courtesy of CrowdRiff Media Hub 


and really around the world, travel and hospital- 
ity was just decimated by all of the shutdowns 
and the mandates. But I will say Duluth fared 
better than many locations, we're very grateful 
for that...and it has so much to do with being an 
outdoor recreation area and being recognized as 
sort of that safe space to be able to naturally so- 
cial distance thanks to Mother Nature and hav- 
ing Lake Superior. 

So, we've held on, but it has it’s taken a real 
toll on many small businesses. And we're eager 
for a summer now that will hopefully return to 
recovery levels...we know that there is a path 
forward and the return of meetings and conven- 
tions, in addition to all of the special events are 
really what’s going to help make us whole again. 


DOES DULUTH HAVE 

ANY QUEER-FOCUSED 
CELEBRATIONS/FESTIVALS/ 
BUSINESSES? 


Yes, yes, yes, yes. And we would love to see 
more, but it’s growing. Duluth Superior Pride 
Festival is taking place over Labor Day week- 
end. It’s a beautiful celebration that brings not 
just the LGBTQ+ community together [with] al- 
lies, but our two communities, being so close to 
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Superior, Wisconsin. So it is really it just takes 
over the twin ports. 

...Our only real gay bar is The Flame, which 
is wonderful. It’s a fabulous venue...and then 
there’s The Flame in Superior as well. And The 
Main Club in Superior. We do have gay-owned 
businesses as well, that we really try to lift up 
and celebrate. They'll do special events dur- 
ing Pride, but also just on their own. The boat 
club has gay owners as well as At Sarah's Table, 
Chester Creek Café. 


HOW SHOULD ONE 
APPROACH THEIR FIRST VISIT 
TO DULUTH? WHAT ARE THE 
MUST-SEE’S FOR A WEEKEND 
TRIP? 

So, of course, top of the list would be visit- 
ing the aerial lift bridge and pier, to watch the 
ships—because ship watching never gets old...I 
would say a must see would be taking a Vista 
Fleet harbor cruise, to really see Duluth from 
that perspective and learn about really what 
made our port city what it is today. 

And of course, Enger Tower—to get the pan- 
oramic view and perspective [of] Duluth and all 
of its vast beauty. You've got to stick your toes 
in Lake Superior...it doesn't matter what time of 
year, you have to do it. 


FOR THE FREQUENT VISITOR, 
WHAT'S A DULUTH ORIGINAL 
I MAY HAVE MISSED? 


The emerging neighborhoods like Lincoln 
Park brings something new to us—and Spirit 
Valley, which stretches even further west. 
There are so many entrepreneurs who are tak- 
ing that leap into really offering sort of that craft 
district where we have these businesses lifting 
each other up. Love Creamery, a local small 
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business that is exploding right now with their 
tremendous creations in their ice cream shop... 
brewers' row, where we have the cideries and 
breweries. It is just amazing to see the renais- 
sance that's taking place in the Lincoln Park 
craft district. 

Park Point, at the very end where the airport 
is, there's a stunningly beautiful trail that takes 
you beyond the airport. It is the thickest forest 
of old growth pine trees. And the trail is spec- 
tacular...there's also the St. Charles River cor- 
ridor that is really, I think, kind of that untapped, 
unexplored part of our city. 

A lot of people know The Depot for the 
railroad museum, or for the North Railroad 


Excursions, but within The Depot there are so 
many different and smaller galleries, including 
the Ojibway gallery, which is absolutely amaz- 
ing. The artifacts that they have there—and the 
immigrant room, which is where three to five 
thousand immigrants would go through every 
day. The Ellis Island of the Midwest, where [im- 
migrants] were getting off of ships in New York, 
put on a train, and then would quarantine here in 
Duluth for their first foot on U.S. soil, and then 
go work on the iron range primarily or in the 
timber and lumber industries. 

So many hidden gems I could go on and on, 
but those are some of the ones that I think are 
worth really seeking out. Ш 
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Enough is enough, said the drag queens and 
the jukebox dancers and the blackmailed stock 
brokers. It was June 28, 1969, and the early 
morning police raid of the Stonewall Inn was all 
they could stands, they couldn’t stands no more. 
After years of dependable abuse, they fought 
back, and their fighting-back sparked days of 
riots that sparked a universal end to gay shame 
that’s remembered every June. 

Happily, in 2021, LGBTQ Pride can be cel- 
ebrated in a way considerably more sanguine 
than rioting outside drinking establishments— 
drinking inside them, for example. One local 
option is presented by Royal Foundry Craft 
Spirits. Royal Foundry Craft Spirits, according 
to its website (https://royalfoundrycraftspirits. 
com/), “is a newer distillery infusing the Minne- 
apolis craft cocktail scene with a British flavour. 
We are producing fine spirits made in the clas- 
sic British tradition using grains, botanicals, and 
classic recipes.” 

Those fine spirits might catalyze the spirit of 
Pride this summer. “We are offering a Buy One, 
Get One cocktail deal, up to $12 value, valid until 
the Fourth of July, for all Pride patrons,” Nikki 
McLain, co-owner and chief marketing officer 
of Royal Foundry Craft Spirits, announces. “So, 
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E TO IMBIBE 


of Nikki 
Foundry 


while we'd love to see you come by during Pride 

weekend, it's valid until July 4. We ask you to ref- 

erence the ad you saw in Lavender magazine." 
Liver-friendlier options abound at the Found- 


friendly business and have plenty of opportuni- 
ties to play games—darts, ping pong, shuffle 
board, badminton, pub quoits, pub skittles, and 
cycling—and enjoy yourself in a socially dis- 
tanced facility" Whatever your pleasure, reser- 
vations are required in order to keep your fellow 
patrons safe in these still-COVIDy times. 

If you've got the right mindset and vivid 
imagination, a visit to the Foundry can even feel 
like a mini-vacation. "Since you can't travel to 
England right now, this is your best opportunity 
to visit a 'British vibe venue' until you can travel 
there again," McLain points out. ^We added a 
new food truck at the end of 2020—Brixton's 
British Pub Grub—the truck is open Satur- 
days and Sundays, with the hopes of adding 
Thursdays and Sundays based on how business 
grows." 

Of course, in 2020, the Foundry's goal wasn't 
growth—it was mere survival. “The hospital- 
ity industry was hit in major ways in 2020 due 
to COVID-19," recounts McLain. “Because of 
shut-down requirements, we were closed more 
days than we were open, but the good news is 
we're back and we're open Thursdays through 
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Sundays. We look forward to getting the busi- 
ness back on track, launching some new liquor 
products in 2021, and getting back to booking 
events.” 

One local business, Bootlegger Brewing 
Kombucha, still struggles against the Corona- 
virus tide. (Kombucha, in case you’re not hip 
to the aromatic scene, is a fermented tea that 
possesses all sorts of unappealing nicknames, 
as well as some alleged health benefits.) At 
Bootlegger, Kombucha is brewed in customized 
640-gallon tanks. Flavoring follows fermenta- 
tion, and, as their website (http://bootleg- 
gerkombucha.com/) proclaims, “The result is 
a fizzy, tart-sweet, refreshing beverage with no 
unhealthy stuff whatsoever.” 

During normal conditions, these heady 
brews can be purchased on-site, as well at some 
local stores, retail tap locations, and brewery 
partners. but these are far from normal times. 
"Since we are not typically open to the public— 
except for curb-side pick up orders—we remain 
socially distanced at the brewery," notes Boot- 
legger founder, president, and brewmaster Jake 
Haneman. “We're happy to be done with 2020 
and winter—we're hoping June continues to 
bring back outdoor activities and outings with 
friends and family." 

And thats not the only thing June has 
brought—it's also ushered in some Pride spe- 
cials. “We will be doing four-packs for $9 at our 
new Keg and Case location in Saint Paul, as well 
as 2096 off cases and growlers out of the brew- 


Poto courtesy of Nikki 
| McLain, Royal Foundry 
. Craft Spirits 


ery,” Haneman declares. “In addition to that, we 
will be on sale in many of our retail locations for 
most of June." 

Further, Bootlegger has achieved a level of 
excitement regarding containment. ^We recent- 
ly made a move from bottles to cans, which we 
are pretty excited for, says Haneman. “While 
we loved the bottles, cans are much easier to 
throw in a pack for a bike ride or hike, and easi- 
er on the environment to recycle and ship. They 
also help to keep the booch tasting fresh, which 
is never a bad thing." 

Ultimately, the specials for both businesses 
are meant to regain ground lost to COVID-19. 
"No one opens a small business thinking a glob- 
al pandemic will affect you in year two of opera- 
tion," observes the Foundry's Nikki McLain, “so 
we're thankful that people supported us during 
our times of closure by buying liquor bottles and 
cocktail kits and are now back in our space en- 
joying themselves in a safe way." 

When enough is enough, though, will be en- 
tirely up to you. E 


Royal Foundry Craft Spirits 

241 Fremont Ave. N. 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 
612-208-1042 
https.//royalfoundrycraftspirits.com/ 


Bootlegger Brewing Kombucha 
14607 Felton Ct., #112 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 
763-312-0177 
http://bootleggerkombucha.com 
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LEATHER PRIDE MEMORIES, 
YEAR BY YEAR 


The 2020 version of the traditional community photo with the giant Leather Pride flag—this time, an aerial photo created using a drone. Photo by Larry Barthel 


For the second year in a row, the Twin Cit- 
ies Pride and Minnesota Leather Pride annual 
celebrations have been curtailed. So here is a 
nostalgic look back, year by year, at my memo- 
ries of previous Minnesota Leather Pride cel- 
ebrations. 

1994: The first Leather Pride celebration 
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I ever attended was a post-Pride-Parade gather- 
ing in the upstairs bar at the Gay 90s. 1994 also 
was the year of the first annual collectible Min- 
nesota Leather Pride dog tag. 

1995: The Pride Parade did not always fol- 
low its now-traditional route up Hennepin Ave. 
to Loring Park. The second installment of this 


Leather Life column noted that the “Meeting 
place for the Leather Contingent is on Willow 
between 14th St. and the Berger Fountain” on 
the eastern edge of Loring Park. The post-pa- 
rade Leather Pride gathering was again at the 
Gay 90s and featured “entertainment, a boot- 
black, jail, body piercings, temporary tattoos, 


— (Continued on page 104 
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and haircuts by Vince, the Master Barber.” 

1996: This year’s leather contingent in the 
Pride parade rode on a Leather Pride float with 
twin propane-fueled “Flames of Liberation,” a 
rainbow-flag display, leather club banners, and 
a motorcycle. The ride ended with a spectacu- 
lar balloon-release finale. 

1997: Because this year’s Pride Festival 
was held across the Mississippi River from 
downtown, the parade (and the leather contin- 
gent) marched down Hennepin Ave., crossed 
the river, and ended up at the festival grounds 
on Main Street. 

1998 was a pivotal year. Leather Pride ex- 
panded to a 3-day celebration: a Friday night at 
The Town House in St. Paul; a Saturday-eve- 
ning Sundown Supper at Minnesota Bar and 
Grill in the Cedar-Riverside area; and a Leather 
Pride Wind-Down Sunday evening at Tropix. 

This was the first year for the Leather Pride 
booth at the Festival of Pride in Loring Park. 
Since then, the Leather Pride booth always has 
been our turf at the Pride Festival—a place for 
leatherfolk to crash, to chill, to socialize, to see 
and be seen, and to do outreach. 

Also, 1998 was the year that the giant Rain- 
bow and Leather Pride flags made their first 
appearances in the Pride Parade. For the first 
time, the leather contingent was toward the 
front of the parade in one group. By the time 
the parade reached the park the two huge 
flags had collected many pounds of change, 
thrown there by spectators along the parade 
route. I heard several people voicing the same 
thing I was feeling: “This was fun—let’s go 
back and do it again!” 

1999: The newly opened Minneapolis 
Eagle hosted several Leather Pride events in- 
cluding a Sunday-evening Minnesota Leather 
Pride Barbecue, with a bullwhip demo and a 
titleholder dunk tank. 

2000: My most vivid memory of this year’s 
Leather Pride weekend festivities was getting 
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my head shaved on Saturday evening by leath- 
er barber Vince on the patio of the Minneapolis 
Eagle. 

2001-2003: The annual Leather Pride 
celebration kept growing, adding the first 
annual Kinky Poetry Reading event in 2002. 
By 2003 Leather Pride included more than a 
week’s worth of activities. 

2004: This year’s Leather Pride theme was 
“United in Spirit” and the theme of leather/ 
BDSM spirituality was woven through many 
of the celebration’s events. Presenters at the 
events were noted local and national leather/ 
BDSM activists and educators including Cleo 
Dubois and Fakir Musafar, bullwhip expert 
Robert Dante, dominatrix Amanda Wildefyre 
and, from London, International Mr. Leather 
2003 John Pendal. Events, spread over ten days, 
included demonstrations, workshops, a leather 
spirituality roundtable, and a “Spirit+Flesh: Ec- 
static Rites” ritual. This also was the first year 
for Floggapalooza, a large-scale celebration of 
flogging as a BDSM practice. Sunday’s Pride 
Parade took place in spite of soggy weather. 

2005: A series of four Leather Roundtable 
discussions were held: leather/BDSM roles 
and relationships; rituals, protocol and conven- 
tions; leather clubs, cliques, and organizations; 
and “sparking the future.” A “triple threat” af- 
ternoon of classes at Patrick’s Cabaret covered 
electricity, fire play, and hot wax—plus bonus 
liquid latex demonstrations. There also was a 
leather/fetish swap meet. 

2006: Educational events this year in- 
cluded a Leather Smorgasbord, an afternoon 
of workshops on humiliation, water sports 
and positions of submission, and a temporary 
piercing workshop the next day. This year’s 
Floggapalooza, held at The Saloon, introduced 
a new feature: Cane-o-rama. By 2006, thirteen 
organizations were sponsors for the annual 
Minnesota Leather Pride celebration. 

2007: Events on the patio of the Minneapo- 


lis Eagle included a Leather/Fetish Smokeout 
,cigar/pipe social, and a Dog and Pony Show 
(human division) where folks could meet the 
human animals and their trainers. 

2008: This year’s Minnesota Leather 
Pride celebration listed twenty events. One of 
them was the first-ever Bondage Slam: a bond- 
age showcase followed by a bondage contest, 
complete with judged events and prizes. The 
Leather Pride booth during the Pride Festival 
in Loring Park added a very popular leather 
art and photography gallery. And, in a stirring 
and memorable pre-parade ceremony, the giant 
Leather Pride flag from 1998 was decommis- 
sioned and a new giant Leather Pride flag was 
unfurled (Watch the ceremony at https://www. 
youtube.com/watch?v=yLF5-VFGC7A ). 

2009: In another memorable pre-parade 
ceremony, the other giant flag from 1998, the 
Rainbow Pride flag, was decommissioned and 
a new giant Rainbow Pride flag was unfurled. 
Members of the leather/BDSM/fetish commu- 
nity participated in, and were instrumental in 
creating the ceremony. 

2010-2018: By this time Minnesota’s 
Leather Pride celebration had grown into one 
of the biggest Leather Pride celebrations in 
the country. New events were added, including 
Leather Pride Motorcycle Rides in 2012 and 
2014, leather/BDSM/fetish fashion shows in 
2013 and 2014, and a coffee bust (like a beer 
bust, but with coffee) at Twin Cities Leather & 
Latte in 2016. 

Starting in 2014, Minnesota Leather Pride 
expanded geographically by being visible at 
other regional pride festivals, including those 
in Des Moines, Iowa, and Fargo/Moorhead. 
Minnesota Leather Pride also expanded be- 
yond the month of June by having quarterly 
events throughout the year. Game-show events, 
including “Leather Families Feuding” and 
“Kinky Squares,” were popular and fun (Your 


humble columnist thoroughly enjoyed being 
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the emcee/moderator for “Kinky Squares”). 
Other new Leather Pride events were the Mr/ 
Miss Catastrophe parody contests as well as 
the inauguration of three new real, community- 
sponsored title contests: Minnesota Leather 
Sir, Minnesota Leatherboy and Ms Minnesota 
Leather Pride. 

In 2015, Minnesota Leather Pride started 
the “American Leather Stories” project. Leath- 
er stories were collected from community 
members, posted on the Minnesota Leather 
Pride website (www.mnleatherpride.org), and 
shared with the Leather Archives and Museum 
in Chicago. 

2019: Because of construction on Henne- 
pin Ave. the Ashley Rukes GLBT Pride Parade 
(that’s the parade’s official name) marched 


up 2nd Ave. instead, traveling from 3rd St. to 
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Loring Park. In addition to the two large Rain- 
bow and Leather Pride parade flags there were 
large flags for bisexual and transgender pride 
and a US Unity flag. Some members of the pa- 
rade’s leather contingent carried smaller flags 
representing pansexual, genderqueer and non- 
binary pride; pride flags for bears, rubberwear 
enthusiasts, and puppies and handlers; and a 
BDSM rights flag. Pride was expanding in new 
ways. It was a great day. 

And at the time, no one knew this would be 
the last Pride Parade for a while. 

2020: And then, suddenly, it ended. Many 
beloved traditions, including the Pride Festival 
and Minnesota Leather Pride events, came to 
a screeching halt because of the worldwide 
coronavirus pandemic. However, a small group 


of folks were able to get together to continue 


the annual tradition of a community photo with 
the giant Leather Pride flag—this time with a 
drone, carrying a camera, flying above the flag 
and the socially distanced leather/BDSM/fe- 
tish community members. 

2021: It has been announced that a scaled- 
back GLBTQ Pride Festival will be held July 17- 
18, 2021 (but again this year, no Pride parade). 
At this writing, details of possible Minnesota 
Leather Pride events (a Leather Pride booth at 
the Pride Festival? A Leather Pride flag photo 
shoot? Something else?) are still being deter- 
mined. 

I hope my memories above of past Pride 
celebrations do not represent a vanished era. I 
hope both GLBTQ Pride and Leather Pride can 
continue in a form that fits the post-Covid era. 


Stay safe and stay proud! Il 
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SPECTAGLE SHOPPE 


SEES THINGS 


The eyewear store offering the largest vintage frames collection in 
North America—to the film and theater industries—is the same one that 
counts the likes of Bette Midler and ZZ Top’s Billy Gibbons as clients. It’s 
also where you'll find the same vintage frames worn by JFK and Jackie O. 
among an extensive collection of custom and modern designer frames. 

Minnesota’s own Spectacle Shoppe was born out of founder David 
Ulrich’s creative vision and passion for both the medical and artistic side 
of eyewear. As a military veteran who made glass eyes for his service 
members, Ulrich has a long history of helping people combine the medi- 
cal necessity of eyewear with the fashionable and artistic statement that 
a unique pair of glasses can make. 

Ulrich travelled extensively through Europe to buy frames directly 
from the factories, which is where he learned how they’re made and 
began designing his own. It’s also where he discovered a treasure trove 
of never-been-worn vintage frames to add to his collection. 

"It's not cookie cutter; you wouldn't say this is a chain. If you walked 
into Grand Avenue or Uptown, it's its own thing. But the one same thing 
they all have in common would be care in every aspect," says Kristina 
Savoren, Spectacle Shoppe's general manager and "Queen of the Seen." 

COVID may have changed things for Spectacle Shoppe, which once 
offered Coke and cookies to patients, but the attention to detail never wa- 
vered. While most eyewear shops will ship out prescriptions to be filled 
offsite, Ulrich is proud to have an in-house lab to grind prescriptions into 
the lenses and custom fit them to your frames of choice. 

“When I was in the military, my training was in the lab designing 
lenses and manufacturing there,” Ulrich says. “When I got out it seemed 
normal; I wanted to have that aspect." 

Having an in-house lab gives Ulrich's team full control over the qual- 
ity of lens that's going out to customers, with multiple quality inspec- 
tions along the way. That means instead of waiting for weeks to get your 
eyeglass prescription filled, it is only a matter of days. Even better—if 
Spectacle Shoppe has the prescription in stock, you can walk out of your 
appointment with your glasses ready to go. 

^We don't have to worry about what type of product we're getting 
because we are manufacturing it here and we can really customize how 
the lens works for each individual person," Savoren says. "Some custom- 
ers are like, ‘Well, it's just a piece of plastic,’ but it's not. It is crafted to 
improve your vision. And there's a lot of technology that goes into mak- 
ing that lens." 

'The Spectacle Shoppe keeps up to date with the latest technology and 
standards, using state-of-the-art equipment, which allows their team of spe- 
cialists to craft lenses for prescriptions that many other optometrists can't fill. 

^We do get a lot of specialty jobs because we don't have any ranges 
that we cannot make," Savoren says. "There's a lot of times that we get 
specialty prescriptions from the U of M, for example, where there's a 
little baby." 
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DIFFERENTLY 


David Ulrich, found 

of Spectacle Shoppe. 
Courtesy of Spectacle 
Shoppe. 


Ulrich chuckles as he remembers: “Putting a first pair of glasses on 
a little baby and seeing their eyes light up. They take them off and look 
and they can’t see, and then they put them on and they just smile.” 

Since the pandemic hit, Savoren has noticed larger numbers of people 
coming in requesting blue light filters and computer lenses, concerned 
about the amount of screen time and its impact on their eyes. She’s also 
noticed an increase in safety lenses, having worked with major medical 
groups to supply wrap safety glasses to medical workers caring for pa- 
tients on the frontlines. 

From specialty prescriptions to run-of-the-mill reading glasses, the 
professionals at Spectacle Shoppe work with most major insurance pro- 
viders to outfit you with a pair of glasses that fit right in with your own 
unique style. The one-on-one attention you receive from an optician help- 
ing you locate the perfect frames certainly feels like the luxury treat- 
ment. 

Spectacle Shoppe also has a long history with the LGBTQ communi- 
ty. Whether it’s one of their doctors taking part in Pride events, hosting a 
drag show out back, or participating at the Gay 90’s, Spectacle Shoppe’s 
frames are world renowned. 

If visitors aren’t taken aback by the sheer volume of unique and ex- 
clusive designs to choose from (both vintage and modern), then the at- 
mosphere of the Spectacle Shoppe will surely take their breath away. 
If you visit the New Brighton location, say hello to the life-size Prince 
mannequin. 

As Ulrich says, “It was always my dream to just make things differ- 
ent.” Ё 
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How the Search for Fast and Easy 
Glasses Is Working Against You 


When does the American consum- 
ers drive to get products faster, cheaper, 
and easier begin to work against them? 
When they take something as critically 
important as their eyes and treat them 
as just another closet shelf, instead of 
the single most complex organ, after 
the brain, and the most soulful and ex- 
pressive part of the human body. 

No matter how much we wish we 
could find precision lenses in solid well- 
crafted frames, delivered as easily as 
ordering take out, or dropping coins in 
a vending machine, this is still a fine art 
and sophisticated science, and cutting 
corners is just a ticket to seeing poorly 
and having frames, made cheaply, 
breaking repeatedly. 

There was a time when glasses 
were seen, far more, as a medical 
device than as a fashion statement. 
The fashion emphasis took hold in 
the late 20th century, but the re- 
ality is that the crafting of a lens, 
intended to help your eyesight 
be the best it can be, at close, 
medium, and long distance, has 
gotten more complex, not less. 
More importantly, every set of 
eyes is different, and each person 
is utterly unique. Fitting glasses 
to a human face is best done with 
the insights and guidance of a pro. 

Creating a lens from a doctor's 
detailed prescription, one that al- 
lows you to see with stark clarity, is 
a complex process, and there are far 
more ways to get it wrong, or half right, 
than there are to doing it well. 

Doctor Michael Krysiak has seen the 
best and worst of the eyewear busi- 
ness. He is the in-house eye doctor at 
the Spectacle Shoppe, a renowned 
Twin Cities optical store that's been a 
leader in the eyewear industry for over 
40 years. He says he can't imagine buy- 
ing something as critically important as 
eyewear, on-line. 

"Optical center is a foreign concept 
to many eyewear makers," Krysiak says. 
"On-line companies in particular don't 
bother with it. But the very dead center 
of any lens is where one is going to find 
optimal clarity, the best and clearest vi- 
sion. An optician needs to be there, in- 
person, to take the measurements that 
will show them where the pupil will 
line up in a particular eyewear frame. 
Different frames mean different optical 
centers and thus different vision clarity. 
Most people aren't aware of the impor- 
tance of this." 

Another thing few customers real- 
ize, Krysiak says, is that some eyewear 
frames they may want to buy are not 
the best for their particular prescrip- 
tion. The idea that any prescription can 
go with any eyewear frames is a false 
one, he says. 

"When we're adjusting glasses for 
your face, we need to see where the 
frame is going to rest on your face be- 
cause the movement of a lens, even a 
millimeter out or in, changes the clarity 
of your vision. Every frame sits a little 
differently. Fitting a frame to a particu- 
lar face is its own skill." 


A lot of people deal with an astig- 


matism in their eyes, Krysiak says. Here 
too, the particular frame you choose is 
critical. 

"| can show people why a certain 
frame is preferable," Krysiak says, "be- 
cause of its likelihood to always be in 
the same position on the face. Small 
shifts, typical with something like drill- 
mount frames, can throw off a person's 
vision. Those will be frustrating glasses 
to wear. But you're not going to learn 
that at a discount store." 


— Doctor 
; Ss ichael Krysiak, 
KS *-Ihe Spectacle 
*« Shoppe 


Krysiak says he's come across people 
who've been unable to see well even 
while gazing through a proper pre- 
scription lens. 

"They walk in here unable to see 
clearly, even though their prescription is 
accurate. We've been able to address the 
tilt of the lens and dramatically improve 
their vision. And there are so many other 
aspects of getting glasses right that call 
for people with real expertise. | just don't 
understand why anyone would want to 
cut corners with something as impor- 
tant as their precious eyesight." 

Krysiak says he sees people come in 
who have gone to a cheap discount op- 
eration for eyewear and they complain 
that they can't see well. In some cases 
he says the company was simply not 
making the latest generation of lenses. 
They were using old technology. He 
says there are new generations of lens- 
es just like there are new generations of 
cell phones. The industry is advancing, 
technologically, year in and year out, 
but often the big box stores, with their 
low budget optical departments, are 
sticking with old technology. 

"You really do end up getting 
what you paid for," Krysiak says. "And 
then when the frames break apart six 
months down the line you realize you 
also cut corners with the quality of the 
very item holding your lenses. Now you 
lose on that front as well. And for some- 
thing as important as your eyes. It just 
doesn't make sense.” 
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ZACK RYAN: 
CLEAR AND PRESENT 


Zach Klaers and Ryan Miller were not nec- 
essarily looking to get married when they met 
on Grindr. They are both young —23 and 19 re- 
spectively —and Grindr does not exactly have 
a reputation as a place to find long-term com- 
mitment. When the two realized exactly what 
they had and decided that they wanted to get 
married they started planning —which proved 
a little more difficult than usual considering 
that they were making plans in the middle of a 
pandemic. In order to simplify things, the two 
grooms made a decision that neither could have 
anticipated: a destination wedding. In Las Vegas. 

Vegas is not exactly the usual scene for Zack 
and Ryan. The two make a pretty lowkey couple. 
“I usually just hang out with Ryan, my family, 
and my friends,” Zack shrugs when I ask what 
they like to do. They are both sports fans—they 
have been to a couple baseball games this year 
and are excited for the Lynx season to start up. 
Like I said: lowkey. 

So why Las Vegas? It is hard to plan a wed- 
ding—at any time, sure, but especially during 
COVID. A destination wedding seemed to solve 
for all their COVID-related uncertainties—offer- 
ing the couple the ability to get out of town and 
simplify every part of the planning process. 

Las Vegas has been a popular wedding desti- 
nation for as long as Vegas has been Vegas—but 
the stereotype of an impulsive Las Vegas wed- 
ding is more of a fiction than it is the truth. If 
you are anything like me, the phrase “Vegas 
Wedding” conjures visions of neon chapels and 
Elvis-clad chaplains—and though those are defi- 
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nitely options—there are plenty of more stan- 
dard venues available as well. 

Las Vegas is in an incredibly scenic part of 
the country—and that is exactly what Zack and 
Ryan were drawn to for their wedding. “We de- 
cided to get married in the mountains in Mt. 
Charleston,” says Zack, “Kind of in nature.” 

Aside from the obvious scenic perks of hav- 
ing an outdoor wedding on Mt. Charleston, Zack 


and Ryan are also looking forward to having ev- 
erything taken care of for them. “It was stress- 
ful when we were trying to pick out where we 
were going,” says Zack. Aside from choosing 
the company they booked the wedding through 
and the destination itself, the biggest thing that 
they had to do was get their marriage license. 
“Apply for your marriage license ahead of time,” 
Zack says. 


—— Continued on page 110 
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Now that all the big items on their to-do list 
have been checked off, the perks of choosing 
a small destination wedding have started to 
kick in. The two are more than ready to get to 
Vegas and enjoy their wedding. When I asked 
about logistics for their actual wedding day, it 
immediately became clear how streamlined the 
event-planning company Zack and Ryan chose 
was going to make their wedding. “The limo is 
picking us up at 2:00,” Zack laughs, “That's all 
I know.” The plan, as far as Zack could tell me, 
was to “Have fun. Just relax.” 

It will be a small ceremony—the only at- 
tendees are Zack’s dad and his dad’s girlfriend. 
The wedding will be streamed on Facebook so 
friends and family who were not able to attend 
can still be a part of the special day. Zack and 
Ryan are looking forward to hosting a recep- 
tion in town once it feels safe to do so, but for 
now, getting married in an intimate but digitally 
accessible setting seems like the best of both 
worlds. 

Intimate destination weddings are a great 
way to go right now. All of the moving parts 
of wedding planning can feel especially over- 
whelming at a point when we are all just coming 
out of our COVID hibernation. Why not make 
all the work of your wedding the work of a pro- 
fessional? All the better if you can make a vaca- 
tion out of it. ll 
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QUEERSPACE COLLECTIVE: CREATING 
"SPACE" FOR LGBTQ- YOUTH TO FEEL SAFE 
AND EMPOWERED TO BE THEIR TRUE SELVES 


Sometimes you just need a place you can go, or someone you can talk to. 


For LGBTQ- youth especially, that can a 
tough proposition; it’s hard to know who you 
can trust. QUEERSPACE collective is an or- 
ganization that is creating space for LGBTQ+ 
youth to feel safe and empowered to be their 
true selves. 

QUEERSPACE is the brainchild of financial 
expert and community leader, Nicki Hangsle- 
ben. 

“I [had] been kicking around this idea for 
about a year and a half...and I am kind of in 
a career shift and was looking at the LGBTQ 
community and our youth community and just 
seeing some really staggering statistics around 
youth homelessness and LGBTQ youth there.” 
Hangsleben dug deeper and noticed a gaping 
hole. “When I started looking out to see what 
type of mentorship programs existed for this 
youth population, I saw that in our entire coun- 
try there’s only five mentorship programs that 
cater to LGBTQ youth...” 

Built on inclusiveness and developing 
healthy relationships, QUEERSPACE plans 
to provide tele-health services, while evolving 
into a physical, group setting. “My big vision 
is that across the country, every LGBTQ youth 
has at least one person who just says, ‘you'll 
get through this, I have your back. I’m here to 
support you.’ And so that’s really the need that 
we're trying to fill.” 

Hangsleben went to work building her 
board of directors—an especially deliberate 
and selective task. “I’m very connected be- 
tween all of my work in the nonprofit space and 
then being in the LGBTQ community for so 
many years," Hangsleben told me. "I also just 
have a lot of connections—and those who are 
excited and passionate want to put energy into 
it, and those [people] kind of rise to the top of 
the list." The board at QUEERSPACE has de- 
cades of experience in community leadership. 
“We've been working hard to develop a diverse 
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board to really represent the diverse youth that 
we anticipate will be supporting." 

Beyond the Twin Cities, Hangsleben is 
thinking much bigger: *Our mission is to cre- 
ate space for LGBTQ youth to feel safe and em- 
powered to be their true selves... the ultimate 
goal of LGBTQ inclusion as part of this society 
and, you know, feeling like they have support- 
ive networks and a deep sense of pride in our 
culture." Hanglesben hopes her initiative could 
help inspire a network of support services 
across the country, aimed at LGBTQ+ youth. 

It's game time: “We're going to start actively 
recruiting for mentors in the next few weeks... 
we'll have our website up by then...we plan to 
launch in June." ^we're partnering with is Silver 
Linings. They're doing an LGBTQ mentorship 
program on the East Coast—so they're helping 


to really inform our training and screening and 
ensuring that we're bringing in the right men- 
tors." Hanglesben said. “We're going through 
rigorous background checks and screening 
processes and really bringing in experts who 
can bring that trauma informed lens that's spe- 
cific to this LGBTQ community." 

With her professional background rooted in 
finances, Hanglesben looks to the future and 
sustainability of her organization. Her 10-year 
model relies on a mix of philanthropic funding 
and earned income. QUEERSPACE's mission 
will be driven by shared-identity mentorship 
and their community-focused board of direc- 
tors. 

Learn more about QUEERSPACE collec- 
tive—and find out how you can get involved, by 
visiting www.queerspacecollective.org. Ë 
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TEN YEARS LATER: AFTER THE REPEAL 
OF DON'T ASK, DON'T TELL’ 


It’s been a decade since the U.S. military’s anti-LGBIQ+ policy was repealed. 


For seventeen years, the Clinton Adminis- 
tration’s “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy gripped 
the U.S. military, prohibiting LGBTQ+ folx 
from serving in the armed forces. But a decade 
ago, in 2011, the Obama Administration re- 
pealed this discriminatory policy, opening the 
military to service members of all sexualities. 

While many queer members of the U.S. 
military continue to face discrimination and 
adversity, the repeal of “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
showed that the military is working toward a 
more inclusive environment. 

“T have been in the Minnesota Army Nation- 
al Guard since November 2011 as an enlisted 
service member,” says Sebastian Nemec. “My 
experience in the military has been fortunately 
positive and beneficial. Not all queer and trans- 
gender people have this experience. I’m grate- 
ful for the leadership I’ve had throughout my 
career that has supported me.” 

Nemec says he originally joined the mili- 
tary when he was just seventeen years old to 
gain a unique experience and to help pay for 
school. “I’ve stayed in because of the financial 
and health benefits, the job security, and the 
people I’ve worked with,” he says. 

Joining the military is a big commitment, 
and Nemec emphasizes that it is a decision 
that will impact you for the rest of your life; cer- 
tainly a big decision to make when you're just 
a teenager. 

“It is also a different process for joining for 
transgender people. I can only speak about 
my experience as a Minnesota Army National 
Guard soldier,” Nemec adds. “I know of many 
queer and trans service members serving in 
various branches and components (a compo- 
nent is Active duty/Reserves/National Guard). 
Each of these have their own pros and cons. 
I believe that the military can be a beneficial 
experience that can lead people to paths in life 
that they otherwise wouldn't have. It is such an 
important and impactful decision that is spe- 
cific to each individual." 
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Sebastian Nemec. Photo courtesy of Sebastian Nemec. 


Nemec says being in the military has in- 
grained discipline, integrity, resilience, and 
leadership in him, traits that he passes on to 
others as a holistic business coach for queer 
and trans folx. 

“Each of these is important in business, and 
I encourage my clients to incorporate these 
traits into their lives as well. I don’t pull di- 
rectly from my military experience when work- 


ing with clients, but rather general lessons 
learned,” he says. “I look forward to working 
with queer and trans veterans in the future and 
feel that I have a unique perspective and experi- 
ence to serve them from.” 

Nemec says he wishes more people realized 
that there are a lot more queer and trans folx 
who have served, are currently serving, and 
have the desire to serve than society realizes. 


“As the younger generations become 
queerer, so does the U.S. military,” he says. 
“The queer community is composed of people 
from all walks of life, and so is the military.” 

Like Nemec, Ashley Preiss has had a posi- 
tive experience in the U.S. military. 

"I am currently still in the military. I enlisted 
in December of 2015 and plan on being here 
until they kick me out,” Preiss says. “My job 
is Airfield Management and in this job we are 
responsible for the maintenance of runways, 
lighting and other airfield components and sys- 
tems. We ensure that all takeoffs and landings 
can proceed without incident. On paper the job 
seems as if it would be boring, but it is far from 
it. Within this job you are constantly working 
with people from all over your base, all over the 
country, and sometimes even with people from 
all over the world. The biggest perk of this job, 
which you cannot always find with military 
jobs, is I can retire out of the military and easily 
be hired as a civilian at many airports all over 
the world.” 

Luckily, Preiss has not had one bad experi- 
ence in the military so far. “My experience in 
the military so far has been exquisite, honestly. 
I have not once had a bad experience. I have 
gotten to travel, I am continually learning some- 
thing new, and the brothers and sisters who I 
serve with continually push me to be the best 
Airmen I can be. Not only am I learning how to 
be proficient in a job that relates to the outside 
world, I am learning how to be a leader and Iam 
gaining lifelong quality friendships,” she says.” 

For Preiss, joining the military was a fairly 
obvious decision to make, as her father and 
both sets of grandfathers were in the Army. 
“Since I was a kid I always had the idea of be- 
ing in the military. My father was in the Army 
when I was younger and both sets of my grand- 
fathers were in the Army. It was something I 
had been around and knew I liked it. I have 
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The American flag hangs in the forefront as the Soldiers from B Troop, 1-94th Cavalry Squadron receive instruction 
at Camp Ripley, on January 14, 2021 in preparation for their mission to provide support to local law enforcement in 
Washington D.C. for the 59th Presidential Inauguration. Minnesota National Guard photo by Sgt. Sydney Mariette 


always been passionate about physical fitness 
and the military helped fuel that passion. I en- 
listed my senior year of college and went off to 
basic training and tech school after I graduated 
from college,” she adds. 

“I actually have never had a challenging 
time in my career because I am a part of the 
LGBTQ+ community. I have always been open 
about who I am and if there are people I serve 
with that don't like who I am then I have no 
more time to waste on them. I have never had 
any issues with my leadership, everyone has 


been very respectful, and one of my Command- 
ers is actually a part of the LGBTQ+ commu- 
nity," Preiss adds. "If there ever became an is- 
sue, that is why we have the Equal Opportunity 
(EO) office and the Inspector Generals (IG) 
office. I have found that if you work hard, you 
are a quality Armed Forces member, and you 
serve to protect your country, most of the peo- 
ple we serve with do not care how you identify 
yourself. Those who do care how you identify 
yourself have no means to be within our Armed 
Forces and they are being weeded out." 


U.S. Soldiers from the 850th 850th Engineer Company, Minnesota National Guard, stand in formation for a group photo near the Jefferson Memorial on East Potomac Park in 
Washington, D.C., Jan. 22, 2021. Minnesota National Guard Photo by Pfc. Jorden Newbanks 
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Since “don’t ask, don’t tell” was repealed 
ten years ago, Preiss says the military has 
been continually trying to be more accepting 
of everyone. 

“There are trainings to make people aware 
about different cultures, races, sexual orienta- 
tions, religious affiliations, etc.,” she says. “If 
we are separated from within, we will never be 
successful at keeping our country safe. The 
military as a whole identifies that and is mak- 
ing every effort to bring us together as one.” 

“The military is continually trying to better 
itself in accepting ALL people. There are con- 
tinual trainings of making people aware about 
different cultures, race, sexual orientation, re- 
ligious affiliation, etc. If we are separated from 
within, we will never be successful at keeping 
our country safe. The military as a whole iden- 
tifies that and is making every effort to bring 
us together as one,” Preiss says. 

Major Melanie Nelson, public affairs of 
ficer for the Minnesota National Guard, says 
that the organization prioritizes the diversity 
of its members by encouraging people from all 
backgrounds to help create the future of the 
National Guard. 
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Airman 1st Class Hailey Hammond, a flight medical technician with the 109th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron, 
133rd Airlift Wing, administers a COVID-19 vaccine to a Minnesota educator, Jan. 29, 2021, at the Roy Wilkins 
Auditorium in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Photo by Sgt. Sebastian Nemec 
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“The National Guard firmly values the prin- 
ciples of diversity and inclusion and continues 
to lead American society in maximizing the po- 
tential of future leaders from all backgrounds. 
Diversity makes the National Guard better and 
more equipped to meet the challenges and 
threats of the future. We continue to cultivate a 
climate of trust and respect to allow every Sol- 
dier and Airman to thrive and achieve their full 
potential,” Nelson says. 

According to a 2019 news story from the 
Minnesota National Guard by Master Sergeant 
Blair Heusdens, women make up nearly 20 per- 
cent of the Minnesota National Guard and are 
able to serve in all positions in the organization, 
and the Guard continues to strive to become 
a more inclusive environment for everyone— 
particularly LGBTQ+ folx and women. 

“Among those things the Minnesota Na- 
tional Guard continues to work towards is the 
inclusion of women into previously excluded 
combat positions and improving the Sexual 
Harassment and Assault Response Program,” 
Heusdens shares. 

Not only has diversity and inclusion benefit- 
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Soldiers from the Minnesota National Guard’s Pine City-based B Troop, 1-94th Cavalry Squadron listen to a counter 
Improvised Explosion Device (IED) briefing at Camp Ripley on January 15, 2021 in preparation for their mission to 
provide support to local law enforcement in Washington D.C. for the 59th Presidential Inauguration. 

Minnesota National Guard photo by Sgt. Sydney Mariette 
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ted the members of the National Guard, but it 
has also made the National Guard stronger as 
a whole. 

“The strength of the Minnesota National 
Guard is in the diversity of experiences and 
skill sets our Soldiers and Airmen bring to the 
table. As a collective team of unique individu- 
als, we can tackle any problem and accomplish 
any mission set,” according to Sergeants Syd- 
ney Mariette and Ben Houtkooper. 

“This past year our teamwork was on dis- 
play as our Soldiers and Airmen responded 
time and time again to help our communities 
battle the COVID-19 pandemic and respond to 
civil unrest. That teamwork is built on a founda- 
tion of trust, dignity and mutual respect. Our 
service members must feel valued and they 
must feel safe,” they say. 

“Although our Soldiers and Airmen serve 
honorably and live by our core values, we must 
be ever-vigilant to ensure extremism does not 
creep into our ranks. Extremist behavior we 
must guard against in our formation includes 
racism, discrimination and extreme political 
and religious views,” Mariette and Houtkooper 
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add. “Extremist ideologies undermine the oath 
we all took to support and defend the Consti- 
tution of the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic. And they destroy the 
unit cohesion needed to build strong teams. We 
all have a role in stopping extremism. Help us 
by reporting concerning actions to your chain 
of command.” 

Today, the Department of Defense offers 
a stand-down training materials to address ex- 
tremism as one of the initial steps in support of 
the memo directing commanding officers and 
supervisors at all levels to conduct a one-day 
“stand-down.” The training materials provide 
services and components information on train- 
ing and facilitated discussions to address the 
issues of extremist ideology within the ranks. 

The overall goal of the sixty-day stand down 
has not been about collecting information from 
the force, but rather, to reiterate to the force 
something they all heard the first day of their 
military or civilian service: the commitment 
they made to the U.S. military, Pentagon Press 
Secretary John Е Kirby said during a briefing. 

“It was meant to do two things: to reinforce 


PRIDE EDITION 


МАКТ 


SAT JUNE 26TH 
12р - бр 


home goods 
food. music 


«furniture 


everyone 


7269 Commerce Circle W Fridley, MN 55432 
WILDTHINGSAREHERE.com 


shop vintage online 


120 | LAVENDER | JUNE 3-16, 2021 


LDTHINGSANTIQUES 


- decor 
- happiness 


is welcome 


our values and, specifically, the importance of 
the oath that everyone takes here to the Con- 
stitution and what that oath requires of you," 
Kirby told reporters. "There are active verbs in 
that oath that matter. And it was a chance to 
revisit what we've all promised to do, and what 
we've all promised to serve." 

Right now, Kirby said, the defense depart- 
ment doesn't have an idea about the scope of an 
extremism problem in the ranks. He said the 
service knows it's a problem greater than zero, 
but also likely not one that's as large as what 
some speculate. 

^We don't have a perfect understanding of 
the scope of it," he added. “I think we want to 
get a better sense of it and the stand down was 
just a first step in doing that ... It's just a first 
step — not meant to be a panacea, not meant to 
solve all the problems — just to reorient every- 
body to the importance of service to this coun- 
try in the Defense Department and the chance 
to listen to them." 

^We owe it to the country ... the taxpay- 
ers that fund us and support us, to get a bet- 
ter sense of this," Kirby said. "The secretary 
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has said, every time he talks about this, that 
the vast majority ... are serving this country, 
whether they’re military or civilian, contractor 
or in uniform — they're serving this country 
with honor and character and dignity, they up- 
hold the values that we espouse, they certainly 
uphold their oath to the constitution.” 

When the extremism stand downs are com- 
plete, and the services have confirmed that to 
the department, what the next steps will be is 
unclear at this time. What is very clear, Kirby 
said, is that there will be follow-on efforts. 

“I think you will see the secretary make 
some decisions about how he wants to ap- 
proach this going forward,” he said. “He wants 
this to be considered an ongoing enduring 
leadership issue and I think you'll see that re- 
flected in whatever decisions he makes." 

As Indigenous groups and other environ- 
mental activists have been putting their lives on 
the line to protest the Enbridge Line 3, which 
crosses from Alberta, Canada, through Minne- 
sota, to Superior, Wisconsin, destroying Native 
lands, food, and water along the way, the Min- 
nesota National Guard has also made its voice 
heard on behalf of the planet. 

On March 22, World Water Day, the Min- 
nesota National Guard recognized the neces- 
sity of water to our homes, our health, the 
environments we live in, and to the world as 
a whole. 

“In Minnesota, we are fortunate to have an 
abundance of clean water. The Mississippi Riv- 
er Headwaters boasts the highest water quality 
in our nation," wrote Anthony Housey for the 
Minnesota National Guard. “Nearly two million 
Minnesotans rely on the river as a source of 
drinking water, from St. Cloud to the greater 
seven-county metro area including Minneapo- 
lis and St. Paul. Boasted as ‘The Land of 10,000 
Lakes,’ the outdoor recreation and tourism 
add $16 billion to Minnesota’s economy. Our 
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Soldiers and Airmen from the Minnesota National Guard conduct training to assist long-term care facilities with 
staffing shortages due to COVID-19, November 13, 2020, at Camp Ripley. Minnesota National Guard photo by Sgt. 


Mahsima Alkamooneh 


freshwater resources are a true treasure and 
something we need to cherish, conserve and 
celebrate.” 

Camp Ripley is located at the confluence of 
the Crow Wing and Mississippi Rivers. There 
are more than eighteen miles of undeveloped 
shoreline bordering our National Guard Train- 
ing Center in Central Minnesota. Additionally, 
Camp Ripley’s Sentinel Landscape encompass- 
es and protects four tributaries of the Upper 
Mississippi River watershed, Housey wrote. 

According to Housey, since 2014, overall wa- 
ter usage at Camp Ripley as well as across the 
Minnesota National Guard’s sixty-one different 
communities have shown a steady downward 
trend in water use. The decrease in potable wa- 
ter use and increase in recycled water use at the 


installation’s wash rack have proven their worth 
over the past few training years. 

“Practical improvements to systems widely 
used by units and organizations during training 
are a big priority for us. It will benefit us in the 
long run fiscally and environmentally. All this ap- 
plies to our triple bottom line: mission, environ- 
ment, and the community which are paramount 
to success in sustainable infrastructure and de- 
sign for the Minnesota National Guard,” said Jay 
Brezinka, Environmental Program Manager with 
the MN Department of Military Affairs. 

From the environment to women to the 
LGBTQ+ community, the Minnesota National 
Guard is making its mission clear: It is advo- 
cating for a future that is better—more diverse 
and more inclusive—than the past. Ё 
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lowed by Jim Crow laws lingered so long af- 
ter President Lincoln's federal order that the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 needed to be passed, 
roughly 100 years later, in order to fortify the 
rights that should have already been guaran- 
teed under the existing laws. Even though 
the 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
was passed in 1870, adding Black men to the 
voter rolls, followed by the passage of the 19th 
Amendment in 1920, adding women to the 
voter rolls, the subsequent Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 was needed to reiterate that voting is 
a fundamental right of all Americans, includ- 
ing those who happen to be Black. Yet still my 
community is still fighting for that right to vote 
in 2021 where 361 voter suppression bills have 
already been introduced this year. Finally, the 
United States Supreme Court ruled that Title 
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which pro- 
hibits discrimination “because of sex,” includes 
LGBTQ employees. Many legal scholars are 
reading this decision broadly to apply to all 
laws that prohibit discrimination “because of 
sex”. Yet, there have been at least 82 anti-trans 
bills among 158 total anti-LGBTQ+ billsintro- 
duced in state legislatures over the past year. 
'The constant assault upon these fundamen- 
tal rights along with the forthcoming com- 
memoration of Juneteenth drew me back to the 
official definition of the word emancipation. 
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Emancipation defined: The fact or process of 


being set free from legal, social, or political re- 
strictions; liberation. This definition is expan- 
sive enough to entail going far beyond the free- 
ing of a people held in bondage. It demands an 
equal application of the law, being liberated for 
societal constrictions, and not a politics that 
grants further access than the generation be- 
fore. 

For those who have been following my col- 
umn, you know there are many facets to my 
identity but there are two that seem to be the 
most at odds with the broader society: my race 
and sexual orientation. 

Do I feel free from legal, social, or politi- 
cal restrictions as it relates to my Blackness? 
No. It is no accident that 86% of U.S. attorneys 
are White while only 5% are Black. My profes- 
sion, as an attorney, has a cookie cutter mold 
one must fit into in order to be successful. If 
you don’t “look the part” you don’t get the job 
and it’s just that simple. It is not an anomaly 
that Black people are 5 time more likely to 
be arrested and 5.9 likely to be incarcerated 
than Whites. Criminal records prevent some 
from securing work, government benefits, 
and even the right to vote. In addition, it’s 
not a fluke that Minnesota’s homeownership 
gap between Blacks and Whites is one of the 
worst in the nation. It’s this lack of generation- 
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al wealth that prohibits some families from be- 
ing able to cosign on a loan for their kids to 
get their first car or get a student loan due to 
a lack of collateral. Even with the heightened 
awareness that was brought about after last 
summer’s Black Lives Matter (BLM) global 
protests pushing back against systemic rac- 
ism, racial disparities, and the silence of the 
majority... they still exist today and impact my 
life in ways that I will outline and detail in a 
forthcoming book. 

Do I feel free from legal, social, or politi- 
cal restrictions as it relates to my queerness? 
Marginally. I’m privileged in the fact that I am 
currently selfemployed. However, if an amaz- 
ing opportunity opened up for me to take on 
a corporate in-house counsel position in states 
like Alabama, Wyoming, or Montana Га be 
putting myself and my family risk. For these 
states and many others allow such things as 


FROM A TO ZEE 


permitting religious agencies to deny placing 
an adopted child in LGBTQ families, restricts 
inclusion of LGBTQ topics in schools, allow 
conversion therapy, authorize the use of the 
gay/transgender panic defense, and have no 
nondiscrimination protections based on gen- 
der identity for employment, housing, public 
accommodations, education, foster care, insur- 
ance, credit, or in jury selection. If we were to 
expand our family to include children, and that 
child happened to identify as transgender, we'd 
have to deal with the challenge of state laws re- 
stricting or outright prohibiting their ability to 
participate in sports that correspond with their 
gender identity. Where is the freedom in only 
feeling welcomed or safe to live in only certain 
states? Even with the United States Supreme 
Court June 26, 2015, ruling striking down all 
state bans on same-sex marriage, thus legaliz- 
ing it in all fifty states, that decision could eas- 


ily be reversed by the current composition of 
the Supreme Court. Without the passage of the 
Equality Act, there will still be many rights that 
just are not available to every LGBTQ+ person 
in this country. But ever if such a law were to 
pass, history has shown us that there is a high 
likelihood that there would be a continued 
chipping away at those rights such that another 
law decades later would need to be passed to 
bolster, yet again, what was intended by our 
federal legislators. 

Sometimes it's hard continuing to fight, 
struggle, and slough toward progress. I am 
sure that in the early 1800 there were many who 
did not believe slavery would end, that Blacks 
would secure the right to vote, or that we'd elect 
a Black President. However, these things hap- 
pened not because of the naysayers but because 
of the hopes, labor, and commitment of the 
dreamers. Never forget to dream... Ё 
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SERVE OUR SOCIETY 
e By Mike Marcotte ° 


LGBTQ people face significant health barri- 
ers. 

Faith Bryan moved from California to Min- 
nesota in 2015. She’d just retired and was on 
medical assistance from the State of Minnesota 
to go with her Medicare coverage. Bryan’s in- 
surance denied a request for facial feminization 
surgery, or FFS. 

“I was denied FFS despite Department of 
Health (DHS) policy that said it would follow 
the guidelines set by the World Professional As- 
sociation of Transgender Health (WPATH) that 
required each case to be evaluated on its own 
merits, a case-by-case review, rather than a blan- 
ket denial because something was not covered 
under most circumstances,” Bryan said. 

While out for dinner, Bryan met Phil Duran, 
who is now Rainbow Health’s Director of Advo- 
cacy and Research. Duran helped her out. 

“Phil took DHS to task,” Bryan recalled. “We 
won that appeal, and in the process, established 
a precedent for other trans folks in Minnesota 
to use in getting their medically necessary pro- 
cedures.” 

“Rainbow Health Minnesota is a vital orga- 
nization for all of our state’s Lesbian, Gay, Bi- 
sexual, Transgender and Queer citizens,” Bryan 
said. 

The name Rainbow Health might sound new 
to you, but its services are the same. The non- 
profit rebranded from JustUs Health this spring. 
Their origins date back to 1983, first supporting 
individuals diagnosed with HIV AIDS. 

“Rainbow Health exists to end HIV and 
health disparities for LGBTQ people, by work- 
ing for greater health equity,” said Rainbow 
Health CEO Jeremy Hanson Willis. “Every LG- 
BTQ person in Minnesota should be able to go 
to any clinic, any hospital, any treatment center, 
and receive quality care that supports who they 
are as a whole person.” 

Services for the Transgender community 
are a focus at Rainbow Health. 

“Our website has an LGBTQ health care 
provider directory where Trans and Nonbinary 
people can find supportive health care provid- 
ers in Minnesota,” Hanson Willis noted. “Many 
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Founded in 1983 as the Minnesota AIDS Project, Rainbow Health continues to provide services to individuals with 
HIV AIDS, and staffs an AlDSLine, which can be reached at 612-373-2437. Photo courtesy of Rainbow Health 


of our mental health therapists are Trans or 
Nonbinary or have deep experience providing 
therapy for Trans and Nonbinary folks that is 
trauma-informed, sex-positive, and based in 
harm-reduction.” 


THE THERAPIST IS IN 

Tamara Wittrock is a clinical therapist for 
Rainbow Health. 

“I have the privilege of getting to know and 
see people who have never felt seen through a 
therapeutic and intimate framework,” Wittrock 
said. “There’s a push and pull between fear and 
excitement that happens as I watch people come 
to the realization that everything they ever need- 
ed to heal was always inside of them. It is an awe- 
some gift and responsibility to walk alongside 
people who have experienced adversity, trauma 
and unimaginable pain.” 

As part of its services, Rainbow Health of- 
fers individual, group, relationship, and family 
therapy for LGBTQ people, those living with 
HIV, and people from communities who face 
barriers, including substance-using individuals 
and communities of color. 

“Гуе discovered that there are disparities 
within disparities unique to BIPOC individuals,” 
Wittrock said. “There is the collective issue of 
historic trauma and for many of us (I say that as 


RAINBOW 
HEALTH 


Formerly known as JustUs Health 


a person of color). We've learned to live as differ- 
ent versions of ourselves just to meet our basic 
needs. People of color have to navigate, analyze, 
and plan every aspect of our existence and most 
of the time that’s just to go to the grocery store. 
Some of these survival techniques are passed 
down from generation to generation before we 
realize some of the negative cognitions that 
flood our brains.” 

“People of color in the LGBTQIA community 
not only are dealing with racism and bigotry, but 
have the additional stigma of being ‘different’ in 
a way that often shuns them from the only family 
and community that has given them any sense 
of security," Wittrock added. 

When it comes to mental wellness, Wittrock 
offers perspective. 

“I talk to so many individuals who are just 
waiting for this big moment where everything 
comes together and “they've made it,” Wittrock 
said. "Through my own journey of mental heal- 
ing and wellness I learned that no one has ‘ar- 
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rived’, but that we are arriving every day. We're 
created to grow every day through our triumphs 
and through our pain and failures growing and 
expanding...learning how to bend without 
breaking, kind of like a palm tree. It is through 
learning this that I coined the term mental well- 
ness.” 


SERVING THE ENTIRE 
COMMUNITY 


Beyond therapy, Rainbow Health offers a 
wide array of services, with the bulk of them 
free of charge. That includes Pre-exposure pro- 
phylaxis (PrEP) prescriptions, a medication for 
people who do not have HIV to prevent contract- 
ing HIV. 

“We just launched a partnership with Q-Care 
Tele-health and Avita Pharmacy to provide PrEP 
for free,” CEO Hanson Willis said. “Folks can 
get online doctor visits, at-home labs, PrEP pre- 
scribed online and delivered to your door...all 
free. We're helping make this life-saving, 99.9% 
effective HIV prevention much more available to 
our community.” 

“Starting last December, we partnered with 
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the MN Department of Health to provide a LG- 
BTQ/HIV-informed COVID hotline,” Hanson 
Willis added. “Our trained staff on the Rainbow 
Health COVID-Line answer questions about 
COVID-19 and connect people directly to test- 
ing, vaccines, or financial resources.” To utilize 
that service, call 612-254-0116. 


RAINBOW HEALTH IS 
DEDICATED TO LGBTQ 


SENIORS 

“80% of LGBTQ elders fear that their health- 
care providers will discriminate against them if 
they’re out,” Hanson Willis said. “With 48,000 
LGBTQ seniors in Minnesota, that’s a lot of 
people not getting the respect and dignity they 
deserve. We've been hard at work bringing en- 
ergy and urgency to this effort by training se- 
nior care providers, convening LGBTQ elders, 
advocating for the inclusion of LGBTQ elders 
in public policy, and researching the needs of 
this important and growing population.” 

Rainbow Health is looking for individuals to 
participate in LGBTQ research. You can also 
join their email list, donate, and follow them on 


Candice Wiggins of the New York Liberty of the WNBA 
visits the Minnesota AIDS Project and takes an HIV test 
to raise awareness of HIV and AIDS on June 1, 2015 in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Copyright 2015 David Sherman 
Photography (Photo by David Sherman) 


social media to stay connected. Get started at 
www.rainbowhealth.org. 

To nominate a nonprofit for Lavender’s Serve 
Our Society series, email mike@givemethe- 
mike.com. To read more stories in this series, 
visit Mike's website, www.givemethemike.com.ll 
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HENNEPIN COUNTY PARTNERS 
FOR VACCINE EVENTS 


Hennepin County partners with over 29 organizations on vaccine events 


Hennepin County is partnering with community organizations to ad- 
minister COVID-19 vaccinations. Since March, the county has partnered 
with over 29 organizations to host more than 17 community vaccination 
events, administering thousands of doses of the vaccine. 

Hennepin County is committed to meeting the needs of community 
organizations and the populations they serve. Vaccination partnerships 
are flexible and Hennepin County will work with the community organi- 
zation to determine the best approach. 

For example, community organizations can provide space/location 
and outreach and Hennepin County will conduct the clinic. Hennepin 
County staff can also help community organizations get vaccinations at 
one of its existing semi-permanent vaccine clinics or it can redistribute 
vaccines to Minnesota Department of Health registered community or- 
ganizations so they can conduct their own vaccine clinics. 


REQUEST A COMMUNITY VACCINE EVENT 


Organizations can request a community vaccination event by filling 
out this online survey. 
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Photo courtesy of Hennepin County Public Health 


For questions or to learn more about Hennepin County’s community 
vaccination partnerships email hsph.emergency.preparedness@henne- 
pin.us 


OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO GET THE 
VACCINE 


Hennepin County is also offering immediate vaccine appointments 
and walk-ins at its semi-permanent vaccine clinics at the Earle Brown 
Heritage Center and Robbinsdale Middle School. Register for a vaccine 
appointment at one of these sites at hennepin.us/vaccineregistration. 

The vaccine is free and you do not need health insurance. You will not 
be asked about your legal status. 

If you have questions about the COVID-19 vaccine or need help reg- 
istering for a vaccine appointment, call 612-348-8900. Help is available in 
English, Spanish, Somali, and Hmong. 

More information about Hennepin County’s COVID-19 response is 
available at hennepin.us/covid-19. 

Look for more news on the Hennepin County website at hennepin. 
us/news. Discover how we’re making a difference in our communities 
at hennepin.us/stories. Ш 
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FAMILY TREE CLINIC: EVERYONE 
DESERVES ACCESS 10 HEALTH GARE 


The Family Tree Clinic began as the vision 
of a group of volunteers looking at the unmet 
needs in the community and realizing there 
was something they could do. Fifty years later, 
they are still using that same model: figuring 
out what people need and bringing it to the 
community on a sliding scale basis, even dur- 
ing one of the most devastating pandemics this 
country has ever faced. 

“It was really important for us to stay open 
throughout the pandemic because so many 
folks rely on us for their health care,” says Ali- 
son Nowak, communications manager for Fam- 
ily Tree Clinic. 

“We know that health disparities dispro- 
portionately impact the LGBTQ communities 
due to the discrimination LGBTQ folks face in 
health care systems and the world in general,” 
Nowak says, noting that it can be challenging 
to find health care where you feel seen. “Family 
Tree Clinic is somewhere people can be them- 
selves; 60% of our patients are LGBTQ and 
many of the folks on our staff are part of that 
community as well.” 

Nowak describes a noticeable slowdown 
in patients seeking treatment since the onset 
of COVID-19 that has since started picking up 


Exterior rendering. Courtesy of Family Tree Clinic 
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Family Tree Clinic at Pride. Photo courtesy of Family Tree Clinic 
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again with increased access to vaccinations. 
However, despite the hesitancy people may feel 
due to the pandemic, the staff at Family Tree 
Clinic continues to advocate for people to keep 
making appointments for STI/STD testing, 
PrEP and annual exams. 

“The most common symptom of STIs is 
no symptom, so testing is super important!” 
Nowak says, noting that Family Tree Clinic can 
even mail safer sex supplies to you. “The pan- 
demic is serious, but so is ignoring health is- 
sues that are happening currently. If you’re not 
sure if you should come in for an appointment, 
it’s always worth calling and getting your ques- 
tions answered. I also want folks to know that 
were sliding scale, so no one is turned away for 
lack of funds.” 

Family Tree Clinic offers everything from 
birth control and rapid HIV testing to trans hor- 
mone care and sex education, reaching about 
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22,000 people each year. Many patients receive 
free services through a state-run family-plan- 
ning program, while others pay a percentage 
of the cost based on their income. The clinic 
also accepts state and private health insurance. 

Beyond patient services, Family Tree Clinic 
proudly offers an educational component as 
well. Parents needing resources to talk to their 
children about puberty, gender, or condoms can 
get help from Family Tree Clinic. LGBTQ and 
ally high schoolers might be familiar with the 
clinic’s peer-to-peer education program known 
as KiSS. Not to mention the classes and support 
groups offered in American Sign Language. 

That commitment to helping the commu- 
nity as both a clinic and educational resource 
is a large part of Family Tree Clinic’s growth 
over the years. For example, their hormone 
care program started in 2015 and has seen a 
939% growth. 

“There was just so much unmet need in 
this area when we started and, for the last five 
years, we've not only been providing care, but 
answering questions and providing training to 
other clinics that wanted to get gender services 


HEALTH 


started as well,” Nowak says. “We love that peo- 
ple are coming to see us from all over the Mid- 
west, but folks deserve to have local options.” 

Since the program began, Family Tree Clinic 
has partnered with clinics in places like Duluth 
and Fargo to offer more local treatment options 
throughout the Midwest. And now, Family Tree 
Clinic is constructing a new Stevens Square 
building to open in late fall, that will allow them 
to see up to 10,000 more patients per year. 

“We are so excited about what we can do 
in this building—it’s built to have more space 
for community partnerships so we can learn 
from each other, more space for the clinic itself 
so we can see more patients, and it’s designed 
to be trauma-informed,” Nowak says. “Have 
you ever been in a medical space that is really 
maze-like and hard to navigate? Our building 
is the opposite of that. All spaces have natural 
light so you can see out, and it’s designed to 
be easy for patients to navigate so no one feels 
confused or claustrophobic when they’re hav- 
ing an appointment.” 

Art has also always been important to Fam- 
ily Tree Clinic’s patients and staff, and the new 


lissa Light, Executive Director and Sally Nixon, Board 
President. Photo courtesy of Family Tree Clinic 


building will incorporate murals throughout 
the building. According to Nowak, “When 
we've asked our communities what is impor- 
tant to their healing, art is always high on the 
list.” 

If you’re interested in learning more about 
the new building, you can see a virtual tour on 
the capital campaign website at www.powerto- 
build.org. 

“One simple way to support us is to get 
your health care through us,” Nowak says. “We 
would love to see you!" E 
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Lake Street Dwelling. Photo courtesy of Lupe Develop- 
ment Partners 
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The most stressful part of being a renter is 
the endless house hunting—and not the fun 
kind as seen on HGTV. Since 2020, I’ve lived in 
four different apartments: two in Minneapolis; 
one in Madison, Wisconsin; and my current 
place in the Rondo neighborhood of St. Paul. 
My partner thinks moving is fun, but I abso- 
lutely hate it. Sure, I enjoy the excitement of a 
new place and figuring out what will go where 
(even throwing a new piece or two into the 
mix), but the actual process of packing and 
unpacking is a nightmare. I lived in the same 
apartment throughout college, albeit a stinky, 
too-loud, moldy apartment. But hey, no mov- 
ing! 

The thing about being a renter is, you al- 
ways have to have your eyes open for the next 
potential place. But what if we could just... 
stay put? What if we could find a home to rent 
where we could spend a good few years? If 
you check out Lupe Development, this dream 
might become a reality. 
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HOME & GARDEN 


Cornelia View. Photo courtesy of Lupe Development 
Partners 


“Lupe Development is passionate about 
urban development. We started this company 
with a vision for urban revitalization and a 
passion for reviving the urban core through 
creative design and adaptive reuse,” says 
Lucy Brown, president of Lupe Development. 
“Since then, we’ve expanded our portfolio and 
embraced this philosophy across urban, sub- 
urban, commercial, retail and housing devel- 
opments. Whether in the heart of the city or 
a suburban neighborhood, Lupe Development 
remains committed to our mission to build 
great communities.” 

Lupe Development serves a wide variety of 
people, including students, working families, 
seniors, the LGBTQ+ community, people with 
disabilities, veterans, immigrants, and so many 
more. 

“We offer apartment communities at a va- 
riety of price points in locations that people 
want—close to restaurants, shops, parks, 
schools, work, services, etc. We also prioritize 
transit corridors, walkable neighborhoods and 
bike infrastructure so that people living in our 
communities have access to the places they 
want to be without a car. This helps us meet 
the needs of the people most often choosing 
affordable or workforce housing,” Brown says. 

Lupe Development is known for bringing a 
unique style of urban living to all of its commu- 
nities. Brown says they combine their years of 
real estate experience in urban cores with su- 
perior quality and design details that stand out. 
“We bring quality and durability to our projects 
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Lupe Development Team at Lake Street ribbon cutting. Photo courtesy of Lupe Devel- 
opment Partners 


at a variety of price points. We invest in lasting upgrades that bring com- 
fort and livability to buyers and renters,” she adds. 

Environmentally responsible design is a cornerstone of the compa- 
ny's development philosophy, which is proven in its projects, which often 
reclaim and reimagine city blocks that are underutilized. 

"Lastly, we believe communities thrive when they are accessible to 
the services and amenities people need. That means we prioritize trans- 
portation connections in our projects, primarily developing along transit, 
bike and pedestrian corridors," Brown says. 

At the moment, Lupe Development has a lot going on. Brown says 
they recently completed the first of three projects in the Whittier neigh- 
borhood of Minneapolis, Lake Street Dwelling. 

"It's a 111-unit affordable community at 410 W. Lake Street. Our sec- 
ond project, Lago now under construction at 500 W. Lake Street, will 
include 132 units, and provide a variety of amenities including a fitness 
center, storage lockers, underground parking, skydeck, business cen- 
ter and community room. It is a *middle-market" project, meaning the 
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rents are not going to be at the top end like 
many of the new developments in this area. We 
think this is something the community needs,” 
Brown says. 

Lupe Development’s third Whittier build- 
ing is in the early funding stages. It’s an afford- 
able building of seventy-five to ninety-five units 
with larger floorplans well suited for families. 
“We are reaching out to funding partners to 
help start this project in 2022,” Brown adds. 

Outside of Whittier, Lupe Development is 
also working on Wirth on the Woods, an af- 
fordable senior housing project with Ecumen 
in the Bryn Mawr neighborhood; Malcolm 
Yards, a 140-unit affordable project in south- 
east Minneapolis; Cornelia View Apartments, 
a 118-unit affordable senior building in Edina; 
and Snelling Yards, a 110-unit workforce build- 
ing near the Blue Line LRT and Minnehaha 
Avenue in the Longfellow neighborhood of 
Minneapolis. 

“While much of our current pipeline is 
housing, Lupe Development is also an expe- 
rienced retail and commercial developer,” 
Brown points out. “We’re working on Wood- 
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Mill City. Photo courtesy of Lupe Development Partners 
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East Side Apartments exterior. Photo courtesy of Lupe Development Partners 


bury Central—a complete redevelopment of the southeast corner of 
Valley Creek Road and 1494 near the forthcoming Gold Line bus rapid 
transit stop.” 

The project includes up to 40,000 square feet of office space, a pair 
of renovated office buildings with small suites, and hopefully two fast 
casual restaurants, Brown says. 

Keeping in line with its mission to beautify its communities, Lupe 
Development has set aside two large building mural spaces on Lake 
Street Dwelling East, and it will be sponsoring an artist mural contest 
and commission this summer in cooperation with the LynLake Business 
Association’s annual program. 

“It’s important that all of our projects, particularly housing projects, 
reflect the community and serve people within the neighborhood,” 
Brown says. “This looks different with every project—whether it’s de- 
signed for seniors to stay in their Bryn Mawr community, for young pro- 
fessionals in the heart of downtown Minneapolis, or families on Broad- 
way Avenue.” 

To stay up to date on our projects and explore available leasing op- 
portunities to find your next home or start your next business, visit lu- 
pedevelopment.com. li 
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QUEER SUMMER READS 


Growing up adjacent to a great lake, it was in- 
evitable that I would, at some point, find myself 
on a boat. One friend frequently invited me to go 
sailing with her family, and it was always a pretty 
good time. I would eat some snacks, lay out in the 
sun, cool off in the freshwater and return to land 
slightly sea drunk, jelly-legged, and strawberry. 
One afternoon, I arrived at the marina to meet 
them, expecting the usual day out on the Mid- 
western Sea. It was not that. As they untethered 
the boat from the dock, I was informed we were 
competing in a race. All I got was a “welcome to 
Team Gordon.” I’ve since blocked out or forgot- 
ten most of the details: how many miles, what 
place we finished, or how many hours we were 
out there, etc. etc. But upon returning to land, 
my body ached from pulling ropes and ducking 
and shifting and running across the deck. I was 
exhilarated and exhausted from the thrill. 

Similarly, I like reading fiction with a dash 
of uncertainty and adventure—books that take 
me by surprise and teach me something or 
rock my foundation. I want to be left windswept 
and sunburned, questioning whether I’m ok to 
stand by the time I finish, to emerge from the 
book as if from water, heavier after floating.. All 
of these books have a bit of that: invigoration, 
bewilderment, and pleasure. Many of them left 
me aching with a sense of renewal, and sum- 
mer is its own kind of baptism. 


THE MAGIC FISH 
By Trung Le Nguyen 
Random House Graphics; 
Paperback; $16.99 

Stories orient us to our past and present, and 
this beautiful graphic novel orients us to our con- 
nection to stories, their flexibility, and language. 
Tien and his mother, Helen, read fairy tales to 
each other as a way for his mother to practice 
her English. Moving between red panels of the 
present to yellow panels of Helen’s past in Viet- 
nam, are the deep purple fairy tales. Tien is try- 
ing to find the words to come out to his parents 
in Vietnamese and finds the language through 
these stories. Both him and his parents, discov- 
ering how to navigate two worlds—the Ameri- 
can Midwest in the 90s and the memories and 
culture of post-war Vietnam. There’s power in 
changing the narrative, altering a story’s end- 
ing, and this book does just that. This is a heart- 
warming read, not to mention an exquisitely il- 
lustrated book by a local author. 
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NOTES OF A CROCODILE 
By Qiu Miaojin 
New York Review Books 
Paperback; $15.95 

I love depressing novels. If they aren’t for 
you, then feel free to skip this one. I love to read 
these kinds of books even more in summer, 
when the sunshine and heat provide a kind of 
counterpoint to the existential dread. Notes of 
a Crocodile is a queer coming-of-age tale set in 
late-1980s Taipei, where homosexuality is ille- 
gal. The narrator, known by Lazi, is a college- 
aged lesbian student who is overwhelmed by 
the desperation of desire. She falls in love with 
a woman who ruins her. She finds some com- 
pany with her friends, an interesting cast of 
queer characters, and writes letters to lovers in 
search of an answer: is love destructive or just 
existence? Interspersed throughout the novel 
are irreverent vignettes of a crocodile living in 
secret among the humans, trying to find value 
in itself despite its demonization and trying to 
find belonging beyond the microscope of antro- 
pologic fascination. Qiu Miaojin is something of 
a queer icon in her home country and a literary 
marvel—her ability to lay bare the questioning 
of existence and the desire for liberation is exhil- 
arating, if not depressing. I recommend reading 
this one in the sunshine for balance. 


100 BOYFRIENDS 


By Brontez Purnell 
FSG 
Paperback; $15.00 


I don’t think this book has gotten nearly 
the praise it deserves, but “this is not the 
only cliche in the room.” This genre-elusive 
collection of stories is full of sex and wisdom 
and vulnerability from the streets of Oakland 
to the expansive fields of Alabama. Brontez 
Purnell exquisitely, hilariously, and painfully 
describes relationships—one night stands, in- 
teroffice relationships, internet hookups—with 
the urgency of someone who understands the 
importance of longing and the imperfections 
of loving and being loved. It isn’t a static state, 
mostly, it’s temporary. This book pulls at the 
mechanics of desire with a desperate truth. 
Purnell is wise and cutting and poetic, continu- 
ously blurring the lines of reality and fiction 
as only the best autofiction does. This book is 
punk and thirsty as hell. 


PIZZA GIRL 
By Jean Kyong Frazier 
Knopf 
Paperback; $16.00 

Frazier has crafted a beautiful and heart- 
breaking coming-of-age novel that’s filled with 
moments of levity and humor from our sarcas- 
tic, skeptical narrator, known only as Pizza Girl. 
Pizza Girl is a pregnant 18-year-old working at a 
pizza shop who becomes obsessed with a mar- 
ried mother to whom she frequently delivers 
pizzas. She’s one of those narrators that’s so 
endearing and wholly unlikeable. We all know 
people like this; they’re confusing. As she gets 
further along in her pregnancy, she becomes 
more unhinged, more like the person she’s 
tried hard not to become, and also, maybe she’s 
gay. Pizza Girl is a book with so much heart 
and humility. I laughed, I cried, I read it in one 
sitting. For the pizza lovers with attachment is- 
sues. 


THE ADVENTURES OF 
CHINA IRON 


By Gabriela Cabezón Cámara 
Charco Press 
Paperback; $15.95 


A queer reimagining of a classic Argentin- 
jan gaucho tale, this book was all that I'd hoped 
it would be. China Iron, the abandoned wife of 
Martin Fierro, sets off on a journey with her 
new Scottish friend and soon-to-be lover Liz. 
'The two embark on a journey to find Liz's fu- 
ture estancia, land she's purchased to start a 
brand new life on the plains, but the true jour- 
ney belongs to China Iron. A young, naive or- 
phan at the start, she discovers the beauty of 
her country and herself. Dressed as a young 
gaucho (a South American cowboy), she finds 
her strength, learns new languages, and dis- 
covers a life of freedom after the one that has 
been forced upon her. She discovers that her 
husband too had been living a lie. 

'The story is good, the sex scenes are better, 
and the big gay ending brought me so much 
joy. While I love South American literature and 
am quite familiar with gaucho stories, I don't 
think it's a prerequisite for enjoying this book. 
It's good, queer, cowboy fun. 

All of these books are available at your local 
independent bookstores, your local library, or 
online at bookshop.org. ll 
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CRISPR People: The Science and 
Ethics of Editing Humans 
Henry T. Greely 
$27.95 

Well before Jennifer Doudna and Emmanuelle Charpen- 
tier won the 2020 Chemistry Nobel for their discovery of 
genome editing tool CRISPR-Cas 9, Chinese scientist He Ji- 
ankui, in 2018, had attempted to render humans less suscep- 
tible to HIV, using the technique on non-identical twin girls. 
Greely, Deane E and Kate Edelman Johnson, Professor of 
Law at Stanford Law School, writes extensively on bioethical 
issues asserts that He not only knew he had failed, he knew 
it before he implanted the edited embryos. Greely describes 
the procedure, the plusses and minuses of human gene-ed- 
iting, concluding almost anything it does can be performed 
through existing, less risky methods. Greely deftly explores 
the religious and political concerns of gene-editing, and the 
need for regulation or banning of the technique altogether. 


Becoming A Man: The Story of a 
Transition 

P. Carl 

Simon and Schuster 


$26 

Carl writes of his transition fully, openly, sharing the 
many contradictions in thought and behavior necessary to 
begin to tease out truths and not prettify or deny. Conflicts 
and their resolutions in his marriage to Lynette D'Amico 
is one; the very fact of becoming a white male with all that 
implies and entails is another. Anyone who has transitioned 
in whatever direction knows that the body is not a passive 
onlooker. Sometimes one's loyal friend, at others one's wily 
opponent, the central “Г” must factor in the corporeal along 
with all the other mundane changes one must adjust in daily 
life, from pronouns to postal addresses. In a relatively short 
book, the author offers an eye-opening array of the many 
paths that lead to “Becoming.” 


The Secret Lives of Dentists 
W.A. Winter 
Seventh Street Books 


$17.95 

W.A. Winter (pen name of journalist William Swanson) 
fictionalizes a lurid 1955 Minneapolis murder case to high- 
light the city's dark undercurrents in mid-twentieth century. 
Young Teresa Hickman, like many girls, has ventured from 
small-town isolation seeking glamor life in the big city. Some 
few find it; unlucky Teresa was murdered, her body dumped 
by an abandoned trolley track. Written in noir, Winter reveals 
the plot's tangled strings in a highly visual manner. Teresa 
was three months pregnant, her military husband overseas. 
Among numerous potential suspects is Dr. H. David Rose, 
who admits being with her that night. Rose is Jewish, a fact 
which two detectives with their own agendas use to bring 
him to trial. The latter is shocking and spellbinding. An un- 
comfortable, unputdownable read. 


Life's Edge: The Search for What It 
Means to Be Alive 
Carl Zimmer 
Dutton 
$28 

The operative word is “Search,” since centuries-millen- 
nia-of inquiry have failed to agree on an answer, and those 
who do agree have widely differing limits on who or what 
may be admitted into the club. Zimmer, science writer for The 
New York Times, contributor to National Geographic, Atlan- 
tic, winner of the Stephen Jay Gould Prize, leads the reader 
through a highly entertaining, though minutely-researched 
(33-page bibliography) history of the quest. Hallmarks of 
life are generally assumed to include metabolism, informa- 
tion gathering, homeostasis, reproduction and evolution. But 
what about viruses, slime mold that can run mazes to find 
food, and... myriad others? "Alive" still has no firm definition, 
while applications continue to be submitted by "life" forms 
unknown to original seekers and disputed by today's. 
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Volvo Recharge. Introducing our new line 
of pure electric and plug-in hybrid cars. 


In 2020 we launched a complete line of Plug-in Hybrids and pure electric cars, starting with 
our first pure electric SUV — the XC40 Recharge. We are now proud to announce the arrival 
of the newest addition to our pure electric lineup, the stylish C40 Recharge. Discover our 
pure electric and Plug-in Hybrid cars. Designed for a better way to move through the world. 


3040 HWY 61 N 
KLINE VOLVO CARS MAPLEWOOD MN 55109 


OF MAPLEWOOD KLINEVOLVOCARS.COM 
We are closer than you think! 651.481.9600 
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OUR RIDES: OUT MOTORSPORTS 


Over the years, we found that our readers are constantly looking for content that speaks to them. 


The work we have done for the past decade 
has helped boost the connection between the 
LGBTQ community, our publication, and the 
automotive-related articles we've featured. 

We're only scratching the surface. There 
are a lot more LGBTQ publications that are 
more focused on delivering automotive content 
directly to our community. 

The fastest growing outlet for LGBTQ au- 
tomotive content is a website—and a YouTube 
channel—called Out Motorsports. 

Jake Thiewes and Tyler Longmire started 
Out Motorsports in July of 2017. Their first 
publishing efforts weren't online until early in 
2018. Thiewes explained that “Out Motorsports 
is a community where [LGBTQ] automotive en- 
thusiasts and amateur motorsports competitors 
(such as autocrossers, wheel-to-wheel racers, 
rallycrossers, and track day enthusiasts, among 
others) can come together to meet, chat, and 
share their stories with the world. We highlight 
what’s going on with our followers and their 
cars, have monthly online gatherings on Zoom, 
provide space to connect on Discord, and have 
been reviewing new cars as well.” 

Both Thiewes and Longmire came from 
motorsports backgrounds. *[B]oth of us were 
being met with nothing but acceptance and 
inclusion when we showed up to those events 
as our authentic selves,” Thiewes explained. 
“This included bringing boyfriends with us and 
other [LGBTQ] friends.” 


A 
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Longmire added: “I was a Junior in college 
doing some type of report, and I got a call from 
Jake to talk about this idea he had. We started 
as two friends sharing our motorsports endeav- 
ors with whoever wanted to follow along. From 
the start Out Motorsports it has been about vis- 
ibility. We wanted other LGBTQ enthusiasts to 
see that there was a place for them. And hoped 
that if anything was holding them back from 
getting started in motorsports, we would give 
them that boost of confidence they needed." 


Jake Thiewes. Photo by Out Motorsports 


The website and YouTube channel have 
seen some significant traffic growth in recent 
years. Videos and articles by Thiewes, Long- 
mire, and their team of contributors focus on 
vehicles and activities involving them. “It’s 
always about the story of the drive," Thiewes 
said, “but my hope is that by having stories and 
reviews published on a site that is so deliberate 
in defining our primary audience, we'll make 
others feel comfortable being involved in the 
automotive hobby in some way. Once our con- 
tent is created, we share it across several Face- 
book groups that are [LGBTQ]-focused and 
use related hashtags on Instagram to try and 
appeal to our target audience. It's working." 

One of the website's contributors is another 
enthusiast, Madison Petrali. She is one of arare 
number of trans women in automotive media. 
From her experience in motorsports, Petrali 
saw an opportunity to share her knowledge of 
automobiles and motorsports through Out Mo- 
torsports. "It's a really exciting chance to write 
about stuff I'm interested in,” explained Petrali, 
"bring a new perspective on things, again, not 
only as a woman in motorsport, but a trans 
woman. I feel like I can bring a fresh voice to 
the conversations that have taken place, tradi- 
tionally by male participants." 

One of the challenges that Out Motorsports 
and other LGBTQ media outlets covering auto- 
motive subject matter has been attracting a di- 
verse reader/viewership that is representative 
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Jake Thiewes driving at Summit Point Raceway. Photo by Out Motorsports 


of our own community. “Tyler and I are also 
acutely aware that we're two cisgender white 
guys running this site,” Thiewes explained. 
“We would love to have more diversity in our 
creators, but it’s tough to find others who are 
queer, into cars, and willing to write or film for 
us...doubly so if you add other elements of di- 
versity [including age, race, gender, identity] 
on top of that.” 

Petrali adds, “I think a lot of it comes 
through authentically representing who we are 
and sharing our stories and perspectives from 
that foundation. While I am an out trans woman 
in so many areas of my life, I really had to pre- 
pare myself to write my story authentically in 
the first article of mine that was published, as 
it meant a whole new level of visibility for me. 
I think we need to continue to be representa- 
tives of the LGBTQ community online and in 
the real world.” 

Thiewes stated that, based on their data and 
audience engagement, their biggest audience 
remains “cisgender gay men.” “We're seeing 
some shift there,” Thiewes further explained, 
“albeit slowly, which is so great. But there’s 
definitely a heavy slant toward a few letters of 
the [LGBTQ] alphabet, and I find it fascinating. 
I know there are plenty of women into cars, but 


we don’t see many joining us, consuming our 
content, or reaching out to contribute.” 

Meanwhile, Out Motorsports has a vision 
that could inspire our community to become a 
part of their site as content creators. Thiewes 
observed that "[s]ince joining the ranks of the 
automotive media crowd, I’ve learned there are 
oh-so-many [LGBTQ] content creators work- 
ing in automotive. And most of them are super 
quiet about who they are, which I find sad.” 

“Imagine the younger crowd they could 
inspire if they were open about themselves,” 
pondered Thiewes. “Maybe that 7-year-old with 
subscriptions to Car & Driver and Road & Track 
would see queer authors or video personalities 
and realize they, too, could grow up to review 
cars or go racing and also be [LGBTQ].” 

On top of creating content through the web- 
site and YouTube channel, Out Motorsports 
also host engagement opportunities with their 
audience. As mentioned before, these activi- 
ties include a message board, a monthly Zoom 
calls, and in-person events. In fact, as Thiewes 
explained, “we're hosting a two-day Rallycross 
an hour outside Washington, DC. It’s two days 
of racing in the dirt with up to 80-ish other 
queer car enthusiasts. People can bring their 
daily drivers or buy a $1,500 ‘Top Gear style’ 


car for our cheap car challenge. The theme this 
year is ‘orphaned makes and models’ that you 
can’t buy anymore.” 

Is this the future of LGBTQ automotive 
content? Rather, the future of engagement be- 
tween ourselves and other LGBTQ automotive 
enthusiasts? 

“ think we're already taking a lot of great 
steps towards representing everybody,” said 
Longmire. “We have contributors of all kinds 
that represent parts of the LGBTQ family him 
and I can't, as well as allies. We welcome any- 
body who wants to share their story to get run 
touch with us, as we also have a Humans of Out 
Motorsports series dedicated to sharing the 
stories of our audience. We are always open to 
new suggestions and ideas!” 

Out Motorsports presented themselves, as 
such, with a fresh perspective rooted in their 
motorsports and enthusiast background. They 
also augment the work of other LGBTQ auto- 
motive content creators and journalists we also 
read and follow. It is a welcomed addition to our 
consumption of automotive content. 

You can check out their site at https://www. 
outmotorsports.com. From there, you can link 
to their YouTube channel or follow their social 
media feeds. Ë 
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Lavender Magazine is excited to partner 
again with Minnesota Assistance Council 
for Veterans (MACV) for an important fundraiser, 
the 2021 MACV VIRTUAL SILENT AUCTION. 
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OUR RIDES: SUBARU 


Since its introduction to the American market in 1968, Subaru has always Deen seen as different 


From the micro-sized 360 to small four- 
wheel-drive wagons and trucklets, Subaru 
managed to sell to a loyal customer base that 
believes in its capabilities and saw potential as 
vehicles made to have fun in. 

Over the years, Subaru found niche cus- 
tomers for their vehicles in the U.S.A. From 
farmers in New England to winter sports en- 
thusiasts in Colorado. These small and mighty 
machines powered by horizontally-opposed 
four-cylinder engines, with power sent to all 
four wheels—bucked the trend for decades in 
terms of who owned them and how they were 
used. 

In the 1990s, Subaru of America found yet 
another niche customer base for their growing 
lineup of vehicles - the LGBTQ community. 
Rather, we found Subaru before the company 
and their marketing and advertising folks dis- 
covered us. 

An advertising executive named Tim Ben- 
nett was working with the Subaru account out 
of his New York agency. Bennett and his as- 
sociates found through market research that 
LGBTQ women were attracted to Subarus than 
any other vehicle. 

Because of this discovery, Bennett and his 
agency created a campaign that focused on an 
LGBTQ demographic at a time when there was 
no mainstream advertising featuring or focus- 
ing on us. At the same time, the LGBTQ com- 
munity was being set aside due to the “Don’t 
Ask, Don't Tell" policy on military participa- 
tion, as well as other actions against us. 


1976 Subaru DL 4WD 
Wagon. Photo courtesy. 
of Randy Stern 
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than any other automaker out there. 


1982 Subaru BRAT. 
Photo courtesy of Randy Stern 


From there, we saw ourselves not only in 
Subaru’s advertising. We saw ourselves behind 
the wheel. 

“People constantly joke about the reliability 
that lesbians strive for—that connotation has 
pre-dated me,” explained Katelyn Henagin, 
Customer Specialist at Walser Subaru St. Paul 
and Vice President of the Drive With Pride em- 
ployee resource group, “but Subaru was able 
to nail down this niche market with a branding 
campaign that really spoke to those in the LG- 
BTQ community.” 


If you think about, LGBTQ consumers 
contribute $917 billion into our economy, even 
though we represent 4.5% of this country’s 
population. We are seen as loyal to the brands 
we consume and early adopters of technology. 
However, we prefer to see ourselves in adver- 
tising and will most likely consider brands that 
support our causes. 

In a recent conversation with Dean Evans, 
the Executive Vice President of Cars.com, he 
pointed out that Subaru of America is a compa- 
ny that is “diversity friendly” and will “weave” 
their commitment to serving our consumer 
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хт Опух Edition. Photo courtesy of Randy Stern 


base through their advertising and sponsor- 
ships. This confirmed the initial efforts by Ben- 
nett to create a campaign to engage the LG- 
BTQ consumer base towards adopting Subaru 
as a brand we continue being loyal to over the 
decades. 

Today, Subaru has been growing sales-wise 
in the U.S.A. They reported the best first quar- 
ter ever, after a downturn in sales a year ago 
due to the start of the pandemic. They continue 
to ride on their top three models — the Outback 
wagon, Forester SUV, and the Crosstrek cross- 
over hatchback. All three models reported in- 
creases of 22% to 63.5% in the first three months 
of 2021, compared to the same period in 2020. 

To understand why these three models are 
leading Subaru’s sales rise, Henagin explained 
that, “all three of these vehicles have such a 
strong level of reliability—the Outback, For- 
ester, and Crosstrek have always been high- 
volume vehicles. No matter how many we in- 
ventory on the lot, they are always hot models. 
I feel like Imprezas have really been making 
their rounds with my [LGBT] customers. A 
lot of folks who live in the city want something 
small to park while still having a lot of storage.” 

The Impreza is Subaru’s compact sedan 
that is equipped with the company’s Symmetri- 
cal All-Wheel-Drive system standard. This is a 
class exclusive. With the exception of the BRZ 
sports coupe, all Subaru models offer this all- 
wheel-drive system as standard across the rest 
of the lineup. This is actually Subaru's big sell- 
ing point and one of the reasons why LGBTQ 
automotive consumers are attracted to them. 

In terms of impact on our community and 
consumer base, Henagin explained how Suba- 
ru is still one of the vehicles of choice in our 


market—and a great vehicle to sell to our cus- 
tomer base overall. “I love that the brand was 
one of the first to specifically market to [LG- 
ВТО] people,” said Henagin. “I also love the 
extreme functionality and capability of these 
vehicles. The brand is committed to walking 
the walk beyond Pride month. They really live 
their commitment to their customers and have 
for a long time...” 

Authenticity is a word that describes Suba- 


um те — — 


ru's unique place in the automotive industry. 
So is the word “love.” That word is one of the 
driving principles at Subaru of America. It 
shows through their national sponsorship of 
Dining Out For Life and in all other corporate 
efforts towards engaging with communities 
and cultures—including our own. 

That is why LGBTQ automotive consumers 
choose Subaru above many brands of vehicles 
today. Ё 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTO-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 

MN ADOPT 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


DISABILITY RESOURCES 

Disability Hub MN 

Free statewide resource to help solve 
problems, navigate the system and plan 
for your future. 

1-866-333-2466 

www.disabilityhubmn.org 
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EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.dliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee clinic that also 
accepts insurance & assistance programs. 
Be healthy. Be you! 

619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

651) 645-0478 

www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Presenting masterful and inspiring dance 
through performance and education 
since 1962. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 338-0627 

www.mndance.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


REAL ESTATE 

LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance 

The premier LGBTQ+ professional 
organization for real estate and housing 
professionals. “Advocate. Elevate. 
Celebrate." 

P.O. Box 18491 

St. Paul, MN 55118 
www.realestatealliance.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 


www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Children’s Home & LSS 

Proudly serving ALL children and families 
through foster care, adoption & post- 
adoption services. 

1605 Eustis St. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 646-7771 

welcome@chlss.org 


www.chiss.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Minnesota State Parks & Trails 

There are 75 Minnesota state parks and 
recreation areas ready for you to explore! 
(888) 646-6367 

www.mndnr.gov/parks 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive impact 
on our greater community. Volunteering for 
social & environmental causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 


Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11 to 24 with health 
care, mental health services, and basic 
needs services for youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 

admin@face2face.org 


www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 


www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 

FEE ONLY financial planning 
NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Оаро 


u E 
ROERING 


47 kee ) 
Roering Auto Body - Woman Owned 
90 Dale St N., St Paul 55102 
651-221-0919 
www.roeringautobody.com 
Schedule today to get ready for spring cruising 


' 
Crazy about cars? 
г Join our club! 
— < Great Northern Region 
NSS Lambda Car Club International 
The largest LGBTQ Car Club in the U.S.A. 


lambdacarclub.com #lambdacarclub 
contact us @ greatnorthernlambda@gmail.com 


CONCRETE 


Specializing in driveways, foundations, 
sidewalks, decks, additions, polished 
AH concrete, epoxy floors, and a great 
many other wonderful things. 

Lic # BC 778355 
763-312-0280 


JaeMarionConcrete@Gmail.com 


GUN SHOPS 
MISSING YOUR TARGET? q 


WE CAN Fix THAT! Wig 
HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Your sexual concern 
doesn't need to be a problem. 


The stigma stops here. 


CENTRE FOR 
SEXUAL WELLNESS 
612-208-7704 


www.centreforsexualwellness.org 


After a Century of Service - 
We Know Our Business 


612-354-4764 
.McQuillanBros.com 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
S ao йі 


КР 
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— WWW.MORJANCOUTURE.COM | 
5255 CHICAGO AVE, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55417 


| (612) 447-8903 


LANDSCAPE DESIGN 


; c 467 4 < | 
651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


www.goodstuffmoving.com | 


INSURANCE 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto‘ Home · Life 


* Relocations to the 
Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 


Cell: (612) 267-7696 Y 
www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com | 


LANDSCAPE DESIGN 


Gardening Angel 
Garden Design 
Design - Install - Maintain 
Residential & Commercial 


Margi MacMurdo 
612.206.7089 


— 


—— = 
gardeningangel61z2@gmail.com 


LANDSCAPING 


612.562.TRIO 
E: www.triolandscaping.com 
Consultation | Design | Project Management 


REAL ESTATE 


Palm Springs Homes & Lifestyle 


JAA 


612.387.3985 


© CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
® CurtLarsonHomes.com 
BERKSHIRE | California CalBRE #01974318 


HATHAWAY ! Properties 
HomeServices 


Neg (UME 
COLDWELL BANKER ЕТЕГІ? 


nwalker@cbrealty.com 
612.827.9537 
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JAMEZ SITINGS 
e By Jamez L. Smith ° 


UNWORTHY 


Pride: consciousness of one’s own 
dignity. 

Consciousness: the state of being 
awake and aware of one’s sur- 
roundings. 

Dignity: the quality or state of being 
worthy, honored, or esteemed 
Worth: personal value 

Honored: respected 

Esteemed: held in great respect 
Ergo, Pride: 

“Being awake and aware of one’s own state of worthiness 
of being held in great respect.” 

Invited to contribute a piece on Pride. 

Nothing comes. 

Stall at one question. 

Stop at one answer. 

don't want to write this piece. 

What are we so proud of? 


LAVENDER S n: 
What are we so proud of? 


don't want to right this piece. 


| { ¢, 
A d Chagrining a culture filled with binary, 


we “cancel” each other in fear of pronouns 
as our Trans Sisters & Brothers ... sorry ... 
Our Trans Siblings 


are murdered without consequence. 


Presenting Sponsors: Saying Their Names 
A \ Miracle Happs 7 THRIVENT Jayne Thompson 
РМА Tony McDade 
2» Я рван Malin nl Aere Robb Clasen & Beth McKinley Both trans 
Allied Financial Group Both killed 
by police 


June 18-20, 2021 Hundreds of names unsaid 


don't want to right this piece. 
Black stripe, Brown stripe 


Gold Sponsor: Benefitting. Silver Sponsor: White Stripe, Azure Stripe 
A clar e housing ep AMERICAN FAMILY As if resistant to inclusion, 
Scotts EES og Pam Peterson, Agent we dispute changes to a fag: 


Tradition unhampered by progress. 
Silver Sponsor: Unconscious 


Silver Sponsor: 2212 
Unconscientious 


Your Pride in a Box kit includes: 


Far from awake 


Gift cards to area businesses Undignified 


Silver S š don't want to write this piece. 

: ponsor: de 

е Pride @ Home Swag ° Sponsor swag Visit DULUTH im > Privilege and Preference on Parade 
A litany of isms upholding floats 

Waving banners 

Representation matters 


Order your Pride in a Box kit at www.clarehousing.org/pride Just signs 


Katie Halpin, Agent 


The question remains. 
The answer the same. 


N EW TH IS YEAR: ) L don't want to write this piece. 


^ 


don't want to write this piece. 
Dishonored. 

Disrespected. 

If one of us suffers 

If one of us hurts 

stop at one answer. 
Unworthy. 


For more info about hosting a party or sponsoring the event, email barry@lavendermagazine.com. 
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Inity Happy Hour 


5 Le l^ РЧ АТ . thaw t 
Ц : 18 сер checking |! 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 5.5 


Check La 'Magazine.com/ lavenders-fir 


TOGETHER WE 
care with 


PRIDE 


PROUD SUPPORTER OF ALL FAMILIES 


In 2011, the Johnson & Johnson Consumer Health CARE WITH PRIDE® 
program was created to openly champion love, equality and care for 
the LGBTQIA community. Ten years later our mission continues, having 
raised more than $1 million for LGBTQIA advocacy organizations, and 
is more important than ever. Join us at carewithpride.com. 


(ofwwews(ohuwen lem 
21 | for LGBTO Equality 


CONSUMER HEALTH 100% CORPORATE EQUALITY INDEX 


FOR A FRESHER & 
CLEANER MOUTH THAN 


BRUSHING ALONE Ultra Sheer 


L | H 
p. body mist 
makeup remover гт? 2 


cleansing towelettes 


You buy, we donate.** For every eligible Johnson & Johnson Consumer Health 
specially labeled Limited Edition Care with Pride® product purchased at 
participating online and retail stores during the month of June 2021, we will 
donate $1 to Family Equality. 

**MIN/MAX donation: $85,000/$100,000. 


Use all products only as directed. €Johnson & Johnson Consumer Inc. 2021. LISTERINE® and NEUTROGENAQ are brands marketed by Johnson & Johnson Consumer Inc. OGX® is a brand 
marketed by Vogue International LLC. 

*Johnson & Johnson Consumer Health is part of the Johnson & Johnson Family of Companies. Johnson & Johnson is a proud signatory of the Business Coalition for Equality Act and one of only 
66 companies to receive perfect scores on both the U.S. Corporate Equality Index and Equidad MX. 


